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President’s 2004 Welcome

Well, here we are again and | find it a real delight to see many friends and families reunited
at the Club on training nights. On behalf of the Committee and members, | would like to



Club uniforms, shirts, socks etc can be purchased on Thursday evenings at training.

I would like to insist that all Club members playing the game do so in the correct uniform.

It is terrible when teams turn up in an assortment of uniforms and | would hate to see any of
our teams emulate this. Want to be part of a great Club? Then please look the part!

Discussions regarding a possible merger with Willetton Hockey Club are ongoing, with
members from both Clubs having formed a sub-committee to discuss a range of issues.
Before any final decisions are made, information and recommendations will be put to the
membership at a General Meeting to gauge members’ support for the proposal.

Over the summer season, some of our Indoor players were selected for State Teams.
David Orr was selected in the State U18's and, with his other team mates, won the National
Titleat Mandurah. Well done David!! David and Craig Orr and Dan Scott were in the State
U21's Championship side that finished 5th. Andrew Hunt (Spud), Graham and George
Watts were in the State Open squad and were unlucky to finish second in the Grand Final.
A great effort by our Melville guys!

Lords in Subiaco played host to the State League Indoor competition, with our 1's and 2’s
teams winning the Challenge Cup, but finishing runners up in the Grand Finals. Indoor
Hockey was also played by a heap of our youth at South Lake Leisure Centre, with 3 teams
finishing second, and a couple were 3rd. In total, there were 10 teams comprising of about
80 Melville players between 9 & 17 (plus 2 x Veterans) taking part. Thanks must go to the
parents and coaches from our club who helped further develop the hockey skills of our
youth over the summer break.

This year we have been awarded A Grade status in several junior grades. This is a
significant step in the Club’s rejuvenation as a force in this State’s junior ranks. Without
juniors playing in A Grade, it is difficult to groom players for senior hockey at the highest
level. It is a credit to our coaches, parents and players that we were able to achieve these
gradings. At this stage we have 15 junior teams and approximately 200 Minkey/Graduates
players, which continues to auger well for the future of the Club. It has been pleasing to
catch up with many junior players’ parents utilising our facilities while their children train.
A reminder that the bar is open and that tea and coffee are also available. Rest and relax
while your kids train.

It was very pleasing to note our junior girls team take the initiative by organising a get
together at the Club. This informal function allowed parents an opportunity to meet and get
to know each other. Well done ! Special thanks must go to Catherine Timmel who played
a leading role. Don’t be backward in coming forward, please feel free to use our facilities
for such functions.

The Minkey and Graduate parents have already been busy at a Coaches’ seminar held at
the Club in early April. Being a more informed coach can only further improve our players
and the general organisation at training sessions. Thanks to Graeme Coleman and Greg
Riley for their proactive approach and Level 2 coach, Nicola Ogden for the excellent
session.

I think all augers well for an excellent year and | look forward to an enjoyable season for all
players, parents and spectators alike.

Happy hockey Hans Geers, President



THIE WHIISTLE BLOWIER

Welcome to the first of a regular series of articles, which focus on
umpiring for 2004. We hope to have a regular Q&A so if you are
confused about any rules or interpretations send in your questions in the
team bag or email me at ashleyn@global.net.au

New Rules for 2004

Are you one of many who have never read a rulebook? Well, you are in luck because the
2004 rulebook has been completely re-written. There are some significant changes and lots
of clarifications so get yourself a copy and read it. It's no Lord of the Rings and can be read
in half an hour. Get your copy from the Stadium. | will explain some of these changes in
later editions of the Gryphon.

Summary of prominent rule changes

® The fundamental characteristics of the bully have been retained but it has been
simplified by requiring sticks to touch only once.

® The former Rule which specified that a ball must not be raised intentionally so that
it lands directly in the circle has been deleted. Wherever it lands, any ball must not
be dangerous.

® A player must not change their stick between the award and completion of a
penalty corner or penalty stroke unless it no longer meets the stick specification
(for example because it had rough or sharp parts because it is broken).

® The player taking a penalty stroke must start by standing behind and within
playing distance of the ball and must not approach either the ball or the
goalkeeper after taking the stroke. The former limitation of taking only one step
forward has been deleted.

® How offences at a penalty stroke are dealt with have been rationalised. It is now
clear that the penalty stroke is taken again if a goalkeeper prevents a goal being
scored but leaves the goal-line or moves either foot before the ball has been
played. For any other offence by the goalkeeper which prevents a goal being
scored, a goal is awarded.

® New umpiring signals have been introduced to indicate dangerous play (place one
forearm diagonally across the chest) and stick obstruction (hold one arm out and
downwards in front of the body half-way between vertical and horizontal; touch the
forearm with the other hand.)

® The “Advantage Rule” is specified more simply and clearly: a penalty is awarded
only when a player or team has been disadvantaged by an opponent breaking the
Rules. If awarding a penalty is not an advantage to the team which did not break
the Rules, then play must continue.

Happy Whistling
Neil Ashley, Umpiring Coordinator



Club Sponsors for 2004

Melville City Hockey Club has once again been lucky to secure the financial or in-kind
support of a solid mix of business sponsors to lend their valuable support to the Club.
We thank each and every one of them and ask all players and supporters to remember
our sponsors when making relevant purchases or contacting service providers.

Major Sponsors —
e Steve McEntee’s Duracraft Panel and Paint
e Kardinya Park Shopping Centre
¢ Healthways — Healthy Club

Cold Sponsors —

Stock Road Markets Tavern; Canningvale Night & Day Pharmacy;
Bushland Cottages — Margaret River; Fiesta Holidays; Geers Sullivan CPAs
and Wink Web Page Design

Silver Sponsors —

Porter Matthews Real Estate Agents; Gateway Printing; VIP Home Services; Hockey
International; Network Packaging; Fremantle Physiotherapy; Happy Days Party Hire
and Kennards Hire

PDemember —retain your sales dockets from any shop at Kardinya Park and place them in
your team bag or the box in the Clubrooms — this year the Club will earn 4% of the dockets value!

WANTED URGENTLY

A person to collect game information and phone through
results to the newspapers after the weekend’s games.
Contact Hans Geers 0410 472 364 for more info.
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Men’s 1B’s and 2B’s Summary
1B’s
The 2004 season started on the 20™ March with a 3-0 loss to Guildford. Although we
entered the Circle 16 times |n the first half, we couldn’t get a score on the board.
The second game on the 28" March resulted in us having our first win of the season,
beating Blades 4-1, in what was an excellent sharp passing game.
Our third game on the 4" April saw us easily beat Newman Knights 4-1.

2B’s

The 20™ March fixture saw us go down to Guildford 2-3, after leading 2-0 at half tlme A bit
disappointing, but we know we can do better next time. The next game on the 28" saw us
take on Blades and beat them 3-0. Our last game on the 4" April saw us beat Newman
Knights 5-1, after being down 0-1 at half time. We maintained focus and didn’t get
distracted by the umpiring and opposition issues, helping us to take out a great win.
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