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A special thank you to Guy Hickey for once again being our unofficial club photographer. We thank him 
for supplying many of the photographs featured this year, and are also very appreciative of the additional 
photographs submitted. Thanks to all who contributed to the Melville City Hockey Club 2007 Year Book.
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President’s Report

This is a time of both celebration and sadness for me. After seven extremely enjoyable years in 
the position as President of this wonderful Club, it is time to hang up my President’s title and get to 
know my family again. It will be quite strange to be able to focus on other things in my life.

My greatest joy has not come from the improvements achieved at the Club over that period, but 
from the people I have had the pleasure to meet and work with over an extended period. I now 
have a broader base of people I can refer to as friends and whose friendship I cherish.

Our Club’s strong family values are the envy of most Clubs and are often commented on by 
visitors. We can be justifiably proud of the safe environment we have created for our children. 

It is of some interest to reflect on the Club’s growth during the past 7 years.

 I believe the personal growth of Committee members over these years has been astronomical. 
They are a very professional unit who give one hundred percent and always put the Club 
first. I would like to sincerely thank the numerous members who have committed time under 
my leadership, and encourage others to put their hands up and be counted. You have been a 
wonderful group of people who have been a pleasure to lead.

During this time our Minkey and Graduates’ Programs have grown from 50 players to nearly 
250. This is an achievement many Clubs are envious of. The organisation and structure of these 
programs are second to none and I commend not only all parties who have filled leadership 
positions, but the many, many players, parents and grandparents who support the teams in 
some way. We must ensure these high standards do not slip, through continued support from the 
parents. I ask that when opportunities arise for you to be involved, that you do not hesitate to be a 
part of this fantastic part of your children’s life.

Since 2001, without counting our Minkey and Grads, the Club has also grown significantly from 
20 teams to 40 grass and turf teams. We now successfully cater for most levels of hockey for 
men, women and children of all ages. In the years ahead we will successfully fill the A Grade gaps 
currently lacking and will be successful in securing a first division place for our ever improving 
Women’s Division. We are now the third biggest club in the state and the biggest south of the 
river! 

This year was our best for State Representation for many years since the 1980s. Dan White was 
again included in the State 21s, Jordan Hunt made State 18s, Erin Hall State School girls and 
four boys, Matt Bowater, Karl Tulloch, Patrick Welsh and Mark Brodie making State Schoolboys 
Under 16s. This augers well for the future of the Club and we hope many other state positions are 
forthcoming in the future.

Our Turf facility maintains a strong reputation within the Hockey fraternity and has traded 
successfully for two years with considerable funds already allocated for turf replacement in the 
years ahead. Our responsible governance over this facility can be traced to David Timmel’s 
strong leadership of the Turf Committee. This highly professional group have provided DT with 
outstanding support and I thank them.

Our next important challenge is to make viewing for members and visitors to our turf better 
through the construction of a grandstand with tiered seating. Once plans are fully engineered, we 
can seek appropriate approvals and seek donations from our membership to make yet another 
dream at Melville a reality. Who knows if you may be seated in the grandstand in the years ahead 
watching your child or grandchild playing on the turf.
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The Club has spent its money wisely over the past years and has made improvements to the 
quality of change rooms, clubrooms, kitchen area, patio and outdoor furniture, BBQ area, goals, 
uniforms, marketing items and goalie gear, to name but a few. I recently heard someone comment 
that we had gained a reputation that “something was always happening” at Melville. Isn’t that 
wonderful?

Future projects include the lighting to all areas of our grassed fields and improvements to the 
quality of our fields. This will set up the Club for life and provide safe training and playing areas for 
all teams and age groups.

Improved coaching has also been evident at the Club. Our senior men’s and women’s coaches 
are developing a brand of coaching that will see our players develop our Club into one of strength 
in the years ahead. Russel Lee and Dearne Plaister have set the tone for continued improvement 
and I thank them for their outstanding work and commitment. Senior players have also assisted 
with coaching this year, ensuring players’ skills are fine tuned and improved. Parent coaches have 
also been of a very good standard and we are lucky to have had their ongoing support. Next year 
we hope to develop the area of coaching even further in bringing on the skills of our players.

Our support from Sponsors continues to grow. Premium Sponsor, Wizard Home Loans and Willow 
Bridge Wines have proven to be very positive additions and I thank them for their confidence in 
and support of our Club. I must also make similar comment in regard to all our sponsors, many 
of whom have stuck with the Club over extended periods. Certainly Steve McEntee, owner 
of Duracraft Panel and Paint fits into this category. Not only does Steve support the Club as 
a sponsor, but he puts in many hours of work in and around the Club helping to improve the 
facilities. His most recent handiwork can be seen with the new BBQ area. The support of our 
sponsors ensures our fees are kept at realistic levels. This in turn encourages players to remain in 
the sport; surely a terrific outcome for both the Club and sponsors alike. 

Thanking individuals is always fraught with danger as we have so many wonderful helpers around 
our Club. To anyone and everyone who has contributed in some way this year, I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. You are great supporters of the Club. As I have often said, “ Do not look at 
what the Club can do for you but what you can do for the Club”. With this philosophy in mind we 
can only continue to get better and better. The rewards are in giving not taking. Thank you all for 
making this Club such a tremendous place to be around.

Finally to my wife Debbie and children, Chris, Matt, Nick, Sam and Tim; thank you for allowing me 
to be so heavily involved at the Club. It has at times taken my attention away from you but never 
your importance to me.

My journey has been wonderful; thank you Club members for allowing me to travel it with you. I 
will certainly still be around the Club finding things to do and I look forward to seeing you all in the 
year ahead. 

Kindest Regards

Hans Geers, President 2001 - 2007

President’s Report (cont)
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Finance & Sponsorship Report

The year 2007 was another strong one for Melville City Hockey Club both financially and in terms of sponsorship. 

A new professional sponsorship brochure was developed containing revised packages and opportunities for club 
sponsors. The brochure has been well received and provides an excellent advertising tool for the club. In line with 
this, the Turf sponsors were amalgamated with the club sponsors and all brought under the responsibility of the Vice 
President Finance and Sponsorship. The end result has been that Melville City Hockey Club now has an impressive 
list of sponsors as listed below.

The continued expansion of the club and operations of the turf have impacted club finances this season. The Bar 
and Kitchen have benefited from good attendances at turf games, training and Saturday fixtures, and revenue has 
been strong from these sources. Thanks must go to Lynda and Maureen, ably assisted by Steve and Leo, for the 
magnificent food provided again this season. Also a big thanks to Bob the barman, Jimmy, Rhys and many others for 
a well run bar. Expenditure has generally been within budgets, with significant items being uniform costs for kitting out 
the top mens and womens teams, and club improvement costs for the barbeque area and the change room privacy 
walls. 

The continued support of our loyal band of existing and several new sponsors has been critical – with a special thanks 
to our major sponsor, Steve McEntee’s Duracraft Panel and Paint. We were also pleased to welcome a new major 
sponsor on board this season being Wizard Home Loans. Other new sponsors were Willow Bridge Wines, Moncrieff 
Realty, Scarfo’s Meating Place, Spearwood Wool Handlers and Waste Water Services. 

My special thanks to Cindy Growdon for another fantastic job as Treasurer this season. The expansion of the club has 
placed increasing demands on this position and Cindy has spent many hours keeping the books in good order. Thanks 
also to Alene and Guy at Wink Web Page Design for setting up and maintaining an excellent sponsors page on our 
web site. 

            turf naming rights sponsor
                   Steve McEntee’s Duracraft Panel and Paint

            Premium sponsors
                   Wizard Home Loans

            Platinum sponsors
                   Duracraft Panel and Paint Densford Civil Contracting
                   Geers Sullivan CPAs  Melville Mitsubishi
                   Titan Ford  Western Irrigation

            Gold sponsors
                   G & R Plumbing  Hockey International

            silver sponsors
                   Wink Web Page Design  Bushland Cottages – Margaret River
                   Fiesta Holidays

            Bronze sponsors
                   Fremantle Physiotherapy  Gateway Printing
                   Moncrieff Realty  Night & Day Canning Vale Pharmacy
                   Scarfo’s Meating Place  Spearwood Wool Handlers
                   Waste Water Services Pty Ltd  Bruce Cadd’s VIP Home Services
                   Willow Bridge Wines  Nishe Belle Beauty & Massage Rooms
                   Porter Matthews Estate Agents

Geoff Ranford
Vice President
Finance & Sponsorship
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Senior Administration Report - Men
state
Club history continues to be made by the Senior Squad 
in 2007. 

The introduction of Russell Lee as Coach of the top 
squad had an immediate effect on the performance 
of the side. Russell empowered the player group with 
leadership and decision making abilities that allowed 
individuals to thrive as players. His refined player 
group communication skills and approachability gained 
the greatest respect from the squad. Russell has 
successfully ensured that there is a consistency of 
players who continue to improve and develop in a highly 
competitive environment.

Russell received dedicated support from assistant 
coaches Paul “Whip” Meacock and Ben Rushton, as 
well as Ryan Rushton who coached the Men’s Premier 
Alliance side and Johnno Orr as manager.

Paul Meacock continued to provide thorough guidance 
and leadership to the player group for the ninth 
consecutive year at top squad level. He has great 
ability to identify player’s strengths and weaknesses, 
and construct drills to ensure that a well rounded player 
is developed. With a lifetime of playing and coaching 
history at the club, Whip ensures that players grow to 
appreciate what it really takes to be a top squad Melville 
player. Whip is renowned for providing continuous 
positive support for all players and coaching staff, and 
always puts the side and the club before himself.

The Wizard Cup team continued to stamp its mark 
as a future powerhouse in the Men’s competition. 
After finishing in fifth position at the completion of the 
first round, the opposition stepped onto the pitch with 
different expectations from Melville. The inability of 
key players to consistently play in the latter half of the 
season ensured that the side was to place mid table. 
The youth of the squad is exciting and inspiring for the 
future of Melville in Wizard Cup. The highlight of the 
season was performing well against the “top” sides such 
as beating premiership favourites Wolves, and breaking 
club records such as beating Southwest Strikers 5-0 in 
Busselton. It is unanimous that we (as a top squad side) 
have gained recognition from quality opposition, but we 
are still to establish respect.

The Premier 2 team strengthened this year. The 
inclusion of some new players and the development of 
key juniors ensured that the side made the finals. There 
is heated competition for highest goal scorer this year!

The Alliance team also performed well this year. After 
defeating premiership favourites University in the Grand 
Final last year, 2007 placed a greater expectation on the 
side. Unfortunately a few crucial losses in the middle of 
the season left them out of a finals hope. A strong junior 
development and indoctrination focus meant key u/17A 
players had an opportunity to experience men’s hockey.

Daniel White

metro
Well my first year as Co-VP (Men’s Metros) is finally 
winding up and maybe now I can find some time to 
dedicate to the other activities that fill the time in my 
life. I’m starting to appreciate how Steve McEntee must 
feel.  Firstly I’d like to thank Dan White as my Co-VP (top 
squad) and social committee chair, he’s done a great job 
whilst also maintaining his commitments with the Wiz-
ard Cup side.  Thanks also to the captains of the Metros 
teams who have helped facilitate my role, the committee 
for helping me become more informed on all club issues 
and the multitude of other people that are required to 
make the club function on a daily basis!

This year saw the Metro 1s start the season with an 
impressive line up and a determination to be solid finals 
contenders.  Unfortunately due to some ongoing injury 
woes as well as some inconsistent performances, their 
season was perhaps not the most memorable on record. 
You never know, I might rejoin their ranks next season 
and then … watch out world!  The Metro 3’s have also 
had a rough ride this season, but with an expected influx 
of Metros players from the junior ranks, we should be 
able to turn it around for next year.  The Mighty, Mighty 
Metro 2s (my team) have had a very solid season, sit-
ting at #2 for most of it and having some real derby-like 
games with Riverside Lions at #1, we are eagerly await-
ing finals time! Finally, last and by no means least, the 
crowning jewel of our ranks, the Metro 4s have had a 
stellar season.  With their usual woes associated with a 
fluctuating player base and playing short every second 
week, they managed to beat an undefeated Lakers in the 
Challenge Cup and gain a pennant! Looking forward to 
their finals performances!!

Next season may be an interesting one with my avail-
ability dropping to every second week, however with the 
ever increasing pace of club life I wouldn’t miss it for the 
world.  With a grandstand in the works, our Wizard side 
stronger than it has been in years, equal highest ever 
state representation at the club this year and a newly 
refurbished strategic plan, Melville continues to remain 
the place to be.  

matthew Geers
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Senior Administration Report - Women

Well, where do I start with the wonderful achievements of the 2007 season.  I have been part of this club for nearly 
22 years now and I don’t think I have ever seen the women finish a season dominating in all grades.  Our goal was to 
get the top two teams to finish in the four and our remaining grades to finish higher than the previous years. Well…. 
Willow Bridge League finished 4th . Women’s Promotional 2’s MINOR PREMIERS, Women’s Provisional 2’s MINOR 
PREMIERS, Metro 1’s finishing 2nd. Women’s Provisional 3’s goal was to be competitive and to finish the year out 
higher than last, and they succeeded. This just shows that there was light at the end of the tunnel after the last three 
years of planning.  A big thank you to all the players and team managers for your commitment and belief in being part 
of this wonderful achievement. 

Thanks to our coaches Vickie Silich, Nigel Atkinson, Frank Williams, Angela Kaas, Steve Silvy.  To coach it takes a lot 
of time, effort and commitment and without this none of the above achievements would have been possible. Nigel’s 
dedication was shown by having a hip operation and still managing to coach on one leg.  Vickie said she was available 
to coach but that she would not be available when the West Coast Eagles played. Well, she lead from the front with 
the word commitment as she gave her beloved footy tickets away to be with her team. This to me came across as 
what commitment is about on and off the field, and results showed at the end! I wouldn’t normally go on so much about 
the word commitment, but this is what is required for us to continue to become a successful club in all grades.

I would like to make a special mention to Dearne (Dee) Plaister, our Women’s head coach.  The amount of effort, 
HOURS, training, support, and shoulder you have given this club over the last two years has been beyond the call 
of duty. We thank you for laying the yellow brick road for our maroon shoes to follow and head towards becoming a 
professional 1s side and teams. 

When I took this role on three years ago it was with a vision of seeing the women’s side of the club to become 
competitive in all grades, increase in numbers and to come alongside the men.  A plan was put into place with the 
WAGs group three years ago and we can now say we have successful fulfilled those goals. The WAGs committee has 
completed its duty and we look forward to the next stage, with the new Club Strategic Plan that has been put in place. 
This will see the women continue growing as a joint unit with the men.  Thank you to the WAGs group. 

Congratulations to Maris Margetts for your 600 games, what an outstanding achievement and COMMITMENT! I 
remember sitting in the change rooms a few years ago being injured thinking I was going to have to give up my 
beloved game of hockey.  Maris had made it to 500 games and I asked her “how the hell do you do it”! She simply 
replied, “shower after the game, stretch before and after, orthotics, then that red wine at the bar”.  Well I followed those 
words of wisdom and I am still playing, Thanks Maris. 

Congratulations to the following players on their selection into the State Vets – Maris Margetts, Vicki Silich, Kimberley 
Wilson, Gail Anderson, Alene Ivey and Nicola Ogden as a Manager.

Congratulations to our Willow Bridge League player Erin Hall for making the State under 16s, we are very proud of 
you.

I cannot forget to mention the endless hours of work that Lynda Forbes and Maureen Welten and helpers have put into 
the kitchen. Well done on a superb season and getting me and others out of Thursday night cooking duties!

I hope you have all enjoyed your hockey and the success of 2007.  I wish you a safe and enjoyable break and I look 
forward to seeing everyone back and all our under 17s that move into seniors next year at the Maroon Zone 2008.

Leanne (Lee) Jarvis
Senior Women’s Vice President  
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Veterans Report - Men

Melville Vets in 2007 - what a year!!?? This year we increased the fold to seven teams – where did you get the players 
for that – Yep that’s what Hockey WA wanted to know when the general trend was to reduce vets teams. At first we 
struggled, then we struggled more, BUT we survived. Our numbers did increase and, much to the surprise of many, 
one team was at bursting point for players - then injuries!!!

Teams,  hummm?? Our teams fared reasonably on the pitch and there should be 3 that will be called on for the finals. 
Individually things were not always smooth.  The 40s Div 1 did not have a good start. Teams were not making it past 
the nomination phase and the Division was folding rapidly, so the word went out to save the Div 1s and magic, we 
have Div 1&2 combination. This may not have been the best result for the Div 2s - but our guys survived. 
Over 40 Div 3, the quiet achievers, went about the season keeping their noses above water and had a good result. 
The “Wonder Boys” – the Over 40 Div 4. Full of the less talented, new to the game guys, broken down? What a load of 
bull!! The team successfully acquired the services of some good talent which achieved fantastic results.

A change of pace. The Over 50 Div 1 – has been a hard season this year, not like the cosy previous years. Going up a 
grade does that! Some unfortunate results through the season do not show the true potential of what could have been 
achieved. Then there was a new team, Over 50 Div 3, the origins of this team are questionable, did they come from 
good stock or was the ability to spell hockey the only requirement? The players were dragged, coerced, threatened 
and any other means to offer them a position on the team. The results are a finals berth – how???.

The Over 55s, not the best year, a few players down but they are still there. The players continue with a strong game 
each week and, where possible, provided assistance to the remainder of the teams.

The final group is the Mid Week Vets. The play was not always in favour of our boys. Some guys put in sterling efforts 
to get the right results, but it did not always occur. 

Overall it was another fantastic effort by the vets over the season and the year, with many of the club activities being 
strongly supported by the older players. My congratulations to all veterans for a great season, good luck in the sum-
mer competitions and we will see what happens in 2008.

Cheers
Roger Bell

Veterans Report - Women

2007 Womens Veterans have had a fairly insignificant year as we both struggled to field full teams each week due to 
restructuring, injuries and defection, and old age catching up on some of us.

Vets 1 lost a lot of their regular players this year, and it has taken some time for the current team to gel, especially as 
the team has seldom been the same 2 weeks in a row. Things became so bad that one Wednesday we needed to 
replace 7 of our 11 regular players.  Thanks to the girls who hung in there, and those who filled in the gaps, and thanks 
to Carolyn for being Boss Cocky.

Vets 2 lost some key players and needed time to regroup, and in that time had moments of pure brilliance, which 
impressed even Steve the coach.  Thanks Steve for hanging in there and coaching again, and to Lynda for being Chief 
Organiser.  

Both teams won on and off the field with the wine and cheese.

Stay with us girls and to any new comers, get in early as we have big plans for the next year and intend to be a force 
to be reckoned with.
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Junior Administration Report

To twist the words of Eddie “Everywhere” McGuire – 
what a big year it’s been in junior hockey!  With 19 teams 
of junior players, with each team having a minimum of 14 
players, 35 coaches (for those 19 teams! Ah, the joy of 
tandem coaching!), six graduates teams and what seems 
like a million minkey teams, Melville City Hockey Club 
has cemented its place as a leader in the development of 
junior hockey in the metropolitan area.

Our junior program has been the envy of other clubs in 
the metropolitan competition.  Around the traps there 
have been murmurings of how effective our program is 
and what a great club Melville is proving itself to be.  And 
it’s all because of you – players, coaches, managers, 
spectators, family and friends.  The amazing support 
base our club has is what makes things tick along so 
smoothly.  From our young players flipping egg and 
bacon burgers on a Saturday morning for their younger 
minkey & grads peers, to the teenage ground controllers, 
our young-at-heart coaches and managers – we have a 
superb structure on which to build the future of our club.

And where has it got us so far?  One of our most 
successful years ever!  We have eight out of thirteen 
eligible teams shaping up for finals at the time of my 
writing this report.  Melville players have been highly 
successful in state hockey representation this year 
– from Indoor hockey back in January, to the State 
U16 Schoolboys and Schoolgirls teams, and State 
U18s teams.  We’ve even had Melville coaches taking 
the reins for State Indoor representation, as well as 
selection, coaching and managerial roles for state and 
regional competitions.  We have had excellent player 
representation in regional competitions for the U15 age 
group and are looking forward to similar success with 
U13 regionals in October.

There are some special people that I would like to 
thank for their efforts this year.  Graduates Co-ordinator 
Judy Gauci has done a fantastic job with the grads 
program this year, setting up our young players and 
preparing them for next year’s U11’s competition.  Sadly 
Judy has accepted an exchange program and is off 
to Canada next year, but we hope to have her back in 
2009.  Theresa Rayfield, supported by husband Mark, 
has co-ordinated and run our minkey program, dealing 
with the ups and downs of scheduling all our year 1, 
2 and 3 players learning the basics of hockey.  It’s an 
amazing sight on Saturday mornings to see all the 
minkey players, proudly wearing their Melville minkey 
uniforms and participating in skills sessions and games!    
Theresa and Mark will also be stepping down at the end 
of the season, but have assured me that they will be 
around to help the new minkey co-ordinator find their 
feet.  Theresa and Judy have worked together to run our 
highly successful Friday night sessions this year, even 

scoring turf time for one of them, much to the delight 
of the players.  Thank you very much ladies for all your 
efforts – it has been a pleasure to work with you.  And I 
cannot discount the efforts of our wonderful kitchen crew 
– including Debbie Crompton doing the Saturday morning 
sessions for minkey, and our queens of the kitchen Lynda 
Forbes and Maureen Welten.  Thank you, ladies, for your 
outstanding efforts throughout the year.

We had year co-ordinators for each gender and age 
group again this year, which certainly helps in the smooth 
running of a club the size of ours.  While all of my year 
co-ordinators have done fantastic jobs, there are a few 
that have been outstanding.  Special thanks to Steve 
Metcalfe (U11 boys) who was new to the task this year 
and worked his proverbial off to get the U11s up and 
running at the start of the year.  A somewhat daunting 
task when we had to juggle players and teams to give the 
best results for our young members, and Steve helped 
to make some tough decisions about team numbers at 
the start of the season.  Steve has done a fantastic job 
and I must convey my special thanks.  Trevor Welsh 
(U17 boys) has, as usual, been an amazing supporter of 
the club, spending hours at the beginning of the season 
contacting players and juggling teams and again making 
some tough decisions with regards to team numbers 
at the beginning of the year.  Trevor has also taken on 
ground control duties to be there for the boys’ training 
sessions on Monday nights and has been a veritable rock 
of support to myself and the U17 coaches and managers.  
Thank you Trevor yet again for your outstanding efforts 
– couldn’t have done it without you!  Catherine Timmel 
(U15 girls) has taken on managing the U15A’s and 
monitoring the U15s playing U17 girls, as we had a late 
influx of players, and no team to put them into.  Making 
selections and splitting the girls into the two U17B 
teams was a difficult decision to make and monitor, and 
Catherine has helped iron out the wrinkles in the process 
and keep an eye on the girls.  Thanks Catherine for your 
excellent work.

Coaches and managers have yet again done a wonderful 
job directing and teaching our young players, some 
taking up the reins for a third, fourth or even fifth season!  
Many of these dedicated people have yet again put 
their hands up for coaching in 2008, which is wonderful 
to see.  It has been interesting to see that many of the 
teams have had two or even three coaches to share 
the tasks involved which seems to have worked very 
well.  My personal joy has been to be able to watch the 
juniors throughout the season, struggling with their skills 
and understanding of the game at the start, to see them 
progress and grow throughout the season to become 
quite accomplished players.  To see the successes the 
individual players have achieved, in mastering new skills,  
playing with a team and carrying off victories has been
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Junior Administration Report (cont)
awesome.  I never get tired of watching (or hearing 
about!) our young people playing hockey on the grass 
or turf.  I have been able to watch quite a few games 
this year, and have been very impressed with the skills 
and sportsmanship displayed by our players across the 
board – well done everyone! 

Big things are still to come for our club.  We are looking 
at a major restructuring of the club administration, in line 
with our recently updated strategic plan, which will mean 
some significant changes in the way we run our juniors 
program.  There will be the introduction of several key 
roles to offer more support to coaches and managers, 
and with the current projection of growth for the club 
looking at us gaining at least two more teams next year, 
this can only be seen as a good thing.  We’re also look-
ing for a new motto for the club – the competition is still 
going to find the right phrase to describe MCHC to the 
rest of the hockey community.  Please think about some 
suggestions and fill in the competition forms at the wind-
up – hopefully we can announce the winner at the AGM 
on October 1st.

Remember that we will be running our turf Summer 7s 
comp again this year, starting mid October.  Nomina-
tion forms are available from the website or from our 
Turf Chairman Dave Timmel.  There are also indoor 
hockey competitions running in our “off” season, and 
State Indoor representation opportunities coming up, so 
there’s plenty of things happening to keep your skills up 
to scratch.

Registration day will once again fall in late January/early 
February and I cannot stress enough how important it 
is to get your registration info in ASAP.  The club uses 
this information to apply for teams with Hockey WA each 
March – if your registration information is not in by the 
end of February you do run the risk of missing out on a 
team, and missing out on pre-season training and grad-
ing games.  So please get your registration information 
back to the club ASAP – call in on registration day for a 
few surprises!  Don’t forget, early fee payment gets you 
quite a good discount, and there are discounts in place 
for families with several players.

That’s it from me ….. As my term as Vice President 
finishes at the end of this season, I must say a big thank 
you to everyone for making my two years with Juniors 
such an enjoyable experience.  I’ll look forward to seeing 
you at the club!

Nicola Ogden
Vice President – Junior Development
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Minkey & Graduates  Reports

2007 has been a great year for minkey & grads. Melville 
is now running one of the biggest programs in the 
state. On Saturday mornings, around 220 children have 
been running around the fields of the Morris Buzzacott 
Reserve come rain or shine. Fortunately more shine than 
rain, remembering, of course, that hockey is a winter 
sport. You should play hockey in Scotland to appreciate 
how wintry it can be – frozen pitches, horizontal hail, 
force 9 gales….

A few highlights from the season follow…

Our Friday night fixtures are a great chance for the kids 
to play under the lights (we would like a few more lights!) 
and a chance for the parents to catch up over some very 
fine food and a beverage or two. Movies are put on to 
entertain those kids that have run around enough! We 
were lucky enough to score a Friday night on the turf 
again this year. The kids just love playing on the turf, 
though they are pretty tired afterwards. One year 1 game 
saw the ball pushed out of defence and the whole two 
teams chase it down the pitch where it narrowly missed 
the goal!

Three teams entered the WA minkey carnival. It was 
to be four but the tournament had to be rescheduled 
due to very bad weather. The rescheduled day was 
beautiful. The carnival is held on the grass pitches at 
Curtin Uni and teams from all over Perth are invited. 
Thanks to Andrew Toogood, Roger Mellor and Craig 
Tate for organising the teams. Craig Tate must also be 
complemented on his ability to be diplomatic in a volatile 
situation – yes, at a minkey carnival!

Near the end of the season the grads were split into girls 
and boys teams to give them a chance to mix with the 
players they may play with in U11s. A number of U17 
players came along to help with the coaching which was 
fantastic. Thanks to Erin Hall, Claire Timmell, Jordan 
Hunt, Mark Brodie, Patrick Welsh, Matt Bowater and Karl 
Tulloch. We hope that the players enjoyed it as much as 

the grads did. We’d  love for this to become a permanent 
fixture and get more U17 players involved.

Finally some thankyous…

We would like to thank all our coaches – you were 
fantastic. Thanks to Michael Lawrence, Harish Tantry, 
Harry Calder,  Roger Mellor, Stephen Walsh, Brad Green, 
David Ross, Dennis Loffell, Duncan Faulds, Mal Farmer, 
Andrew Scanlon, Michael Powell, Evan Floyd, Cameron 
Robinson, Mark Sandhu, Tim Cocks, Kurt Gebauer, Dean 
Golding, Tony Grace, Andrew Toogood, Nathan Fitzgerald 
and  Mark Leigh. Special thanks to David Ogden, Tandia 
Wilkinson and Nick Emmett who are juniors at the club 
and gave up their time to coach. Also thanks to the 
managers of each team.

We would like to thank the parents for bringing the kids 
down each week – don’t worry, we won’t name them all! 
Also thanks for their help in assisting coaches and being 
on rosters.

A big thankyou to Lynda & Maureen in the canteen. Their 
help has made our lives much easier. Also thanks to Deb 
& the BBQ boys, Mitch and Jake. Also, to Roger Mellor 
and David Ogden for helping set up when Theresa was 
overseas. Thanks to Nicola Ogden for her help & support 
all season – from selling uniforms to slicing buns and to 
Hans for supporting us throughout the season. And finally 
thanks to our kids for their help at various times and to 
Mark for his help & sense of humour when we turned into 
stress bunnies! We really appreciate your help.

We are looking forward to next year – Judy will 
unfortunately move on from the grads program to bigger 
& better things we hope – good luck wherever you are. 
Theresa will continue to set up the program and is open 
to all help that may be offered!

Theresa Rayfield
Judy Gauci



13

Melville City Hockey Club
Games Played Awards 2007

   50 Games

Kathryn Abbott
Roger Bell
Andrew Hunt
Roger Kent
Sally Meacock
Brad Potter
Yvette Rutherfoord
Jas Sembi
Geoff Hunt
Derek Doak
Dan White
Guy Hickey
Victor Rypp
Greg Wilson
India Brockman
Ashleigh McNess
Madelaine Harper
Callum Ashby
Graham Baxter
Madlaine Brockman
Rachael Clark
Brianna Coleman
Jake Gorman
Rachael Harries
Jake Lucas
Megan Silvey
Kristen Silvey
Brittany Sims
Liam Smart
Blake Walsh
Louise Watson
Jake Coleman
Rory Gibbs
Shailey Rushton

  600 Games

Maris Margetts

  500 Games 

Bruce Porter

  300 Games

Mark Lyons
Kymberly Wilson
Steve McEntee
Johnson Orr
Daniel Pickering

  200 Games

Audrey Emmett
Lynda Forbes
Alene Ivey
Ben Meacock
Scott Sparkes
Rod Wake
Steve Walsh
Athlene Marshall
Anthony Ricciardone
John Maher

 100 Games

Lauren Ferguson
Mitchell Welten
John Crowe
Nicholas Geers
Sheridan Gore
Sean Ranford
Liam Woodward
Alex Wragg
Patrick Welsh
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Major Club Awards - Seniors

There are several major awards in the senior ranks of the club which deserve a few words of description here.

Major Club Awards - Juniors

The junior side of the club also presents several major awards which deserve further description. It is important to 
recognise the efforts and commitment of our younger players as they develop in their skills and abilities and preserve 
the future of the club.

Coaches’ Awards: - given to the player displaying the 
most commitment to the team, showing great personal 
achievement or having shown an outstanding quality 
deemed by the coach to be deserving of reward.

the mount Waverley Hockey Club trophy was 
inaugurated by the Mount Waverley Hockey Club in Victoria 
when that club’s juniors visited WA, were hosted by our club 
and played against our junior teams. It is presented to the 
most promising junior progressing to senior ranks in the 
following season, and is awarded by the junior coaches.

the Life members’ trophy - presented by the Life Members 
to the junior player chosen by the junior coaches as showing 
the most commitment to the club.  This award honours 
players who show dedication beyond that of the average 
player and covers both on and off field achievements.

the David Porter trophy is awarded to the junior goalie 
considered to have had an outstanding season and is 
presented by long time clubman, Dave Porter.

the ian Halliday trophy is presented by Ian Halliday, 
another longstanding clubman, to the junior player scoring 
the most goals in the current season.

the President’s award is presented to the club member 
who has done the most outstanding job of promoting 
the ideals of the club during the current season. This 
encompasses not only players, but coaches, managers, 
parents and friends of the club who have given outstanding 
service to the club and hockey.

the maple Leaf Cup was first presented in 1982 by Kip 
Hladky - a Canadian on secondment in WA for employment, 
playing in the Club’s top teams. The award is presented by 
the club committee to the person who has given outstanding 
service to the club for the current season. Consideration 
is given to the recipient’s service to the club both on and 
off the field, their service to hockey in general and can be 
awarded to anyone associated with the club.

the Founder’s shield - surprisingly donated by the 
founders of the first men’s side in the club - is presented to 
the fairest and best player from the club’s top men’s side. 
Awarded by the coach and members of the management 
committee.

the Catherine Bayens trophy was presented by women’s 
club life member, committee member, coach and former 
player Catherine Bayens. Catherine wanted to encourage 
female club members in the administration of the club, 
attendance at pre-season training events and the social life 
of the club. Catherine was herself a fantastic example to the 
women with her commitment to the club and our sport, and 
the award is presented in her memory by the women’s Vice 
President and with assistance from the women members 
of the committee and senior women’s coaches.

the Wiffen trophy was inaugurated in 1986 by Terry and 
Alastair Wiffen, former player and women’s top side coach 
respectively. It is presented to the most improved younger 
(not necessarily junior) player who shows great promise 
and has shown willingness and enthusiasm to compete at 
the highest level.
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Melville City Hockey Club Inc.
Junior Awards 2007

Division Fairest & Best Coach’s Award

U17A Boys: James Gurbriel Karl Tulloch 

 Jordan Hunt

U17A Reserve Boys: Nic Mathwin Nic Mathwin 

U17B Girls Maroon: Jaime Greenacre Remy Finlayson

 Erin Hall Vanessa Martin

U17B Girls White: Caitlyn Surman Ashleigh Scarr

U15A Girls: Sarah Bowyer Elyce Joseph

U15A Reserve Boys: Blake Sims Tom Mathwin

U15B Black Boys: Liam Smart Josh Lucas

U13A Boys: Tim Geers Luke Antoncich

 Ross Hall

U13A Girls: Briony Clark Holly Menegola

U13B White Boys Maroon: Conor Noone Christopher Evans

U13B White Boys White: Sam Walker Alex Lynch

U13C Gold Boys: Sam Lee Lucas Dival-Young

 

Mount Waverley Hockey Club Trophy: 
Most promising junior progressing to seniors Jordan Hunt

Life Members’ Trophy:  
Junior player displaying most commitment to Club David Ogden

David Porter Trophy:  
Most improved goalkeeper  Matthew Bowater

Ian Halliday Trophy:  
Highest junior goal scorer  Gina Boylan
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Melville City Hockey Club Inc.
Seniors Awards 2007

Founder’s Shield: 
Fairest and best - men’s top side Graham Watts
 
Wiffen Trophy:
Most improved younger player - women Caitlyn Ogden 

Catherine Bayens Trophy: 
Player displaying most commitment to club - women Jan Davis

Premier 2 Men: Michael Deveson 

Premier Alliance Men: Craig Orr

Willow Bridge League Women: Jess McGregor 

Promotion 2 Women: Elise Heal

Provisional 2 Gold Women: Alana Wake 

Provisional 3 Black Women: Alice Walsh

Metro 1 Women: Marie Ainsworth 

Metro 1 Men: Brad Wake 

Metro 2 Gold Men: Matt Geers

 Chris James

Metro 3 White Men: James Butcher 

Metro 4 Men: Dean Walker

Midweek Veterans 1 Men: Greg Wilson

Veterans 1 Women: N/A

Veterans 2 Women: Donelle Smith 

Over 40 Div 1/2 Men: Derek Doak 

Over 40 Div 3 Men: Steve Metcalfe 

Over 40 Div 4 Men: Scott Girling

Over 50 Division 1 Men: Russel Scanlon

Over 50 Division 3 Men: Eric Nell

Over 55 Div 1 Men: Terry Parker
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The Maple Leaf Cup
Presented by Kip Hladky - Inaugurated 1982

 Paul Meacock 1982
 Geoff Morris 1983
 Alan Meacock 1984
 Keith Jackaman 1985
 Ross Read 1986
 Wayne Atkinson 1987
 Harold Farmer 1988
 Keith Harper 1989
 Graham Napier 1990
 Wayne Atkinson 1991
 Colin Willis 1992
 Bruce Read 1993
 Rob Walker 1994
 Les & Rob Walker 1995
 Colin Willis 1996
 Johnson Orr 1997
 Pat von Mollendorf 1998
 Mal Farmer 1999
 Nicola Ogden 2000
 Keith Harper 2001
 Graeme Coleman 2002
 Alene Ivey & Guy Hickey 2003
 Rob Walker 2004
 Mark Tate 2005
 Pat Hall & Steve McEntee 2006
 Rhys Spedding & James Welten 2007

President’s Award

Johnson Orr & Graeme Coleman 2001
Greg Riley 2002
Rod Wake & family 2003
Bob Blachford (Bob the Barman) 2004
Linda King 2005
Conor Keating 2006
Lynda Forbes & Maureen Welten 2007
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Wizard Cup - Men

A new season arrived as did a new coach and the feeling to be back at Melville is fantastic after spending 5 or so 
years gaining some great times and experiences playing and coaching at Westside Wolves. 
The clear message I’ve seen on my return is that the club is on the right track and heading forward, we now have to 
start matching the off-field development and success with the on-field. 
There is no doubt in my mind that the on-field success is clearly about to burst the banks that it’s been restricted by 
in previous years. With the current player group, along with the exciting young talent coming through and to add, with 
hope, some carefully recruited outside talent, this team will become more of a force in the competition in years to 
come. 
It’s without saying that all credit this year must go to the players, who are no doubt close to the fittest squad I’ve ever 
seen.  While the commitment of the squad is without question, further continual improvement in the attitude, effort 
and belief will see a much more consistently good Melville side, building a ‘winning culture and attitude’ to win regular 
games for the coming seasons. 
The plan is to make this team into a much more competitive side in both the Wizard Cup competition and within our 
own playing group. That is - to have plenty of quality cattle that will enable us to battle and lift each other to a higher 
level. 
The challenge sits in our hands ! 
I must thank the club, the sponsors and all the supporters for their ongoing assistance and fantastic support of the 
squad. 
It’s also without saying that I have to thank the men/women on the sideline who provide me with much support. 

Russell Lee
Coach

Ben ‘angry - big guts’ rushton - Angry by name, Angry by 
nature - is this man. Following on from coaching the U/17’s 
last year, he took on the assistance role in the 1’s this year, 
with the added control of the 2’s thrown in last minute - 
thanks Scanners! Subject to much discussion, after going 
through a mid-season makeover and turning back the clock 
to looking like an U/17’s player himself, thanks to a much 
talked about new haircut and colour,  that’s right, a colour... 
the now ‘pretty boy’ of the coaching staff provided much 
needed support and encouragement to the boys, especially 
to the younger brigade. The man who motivates the team, 
and shows passion for the club like no other. Thanks Angry 
– You’re a champ mate and you know we love you! 

Paul meacock - The experienced, wise head behind this 
operation and father of the ‘alleged’ best looking bloke in 
the team (see Ben Meacock review). He’s provided great 
assistance in knowledge and composure to the team. 
Loves to tell about his feats in the Vets and so he should 
(they are yet to be confirmed though...)! Has the club well 
and truly in his heart and is always willing to see or do 
what’s best for the club. Has provided so much knowledge 
to, not only myself, but the team as well. His ‘outside the 
box’ thinking has certainly provided much thought and a 
different approach to a lot of aspects. Thank you so much 
for making the year enjoyable and helping in this first year 
transition for myself. 

Johnson orr - a hard to understand, passionate, dirty 
old-man who’s been a part of this furniture for a bloody 
long time. Jumps around like a madman with excitement 
whenever Dirty goes near the ball, not frightened to give 
the umpires a bit of a spray as well. Makes the job for the 
players and the coaches so much easier and I know for a 
fact the boys, as do the coaches, love him for all the work 
that he does. Gave me one of the biggest bear hugs ever 
after the Wolves match and the back’s felt good ever since! 
Is a well organised, much loved manager of this team.
 
emma riebe - added to the team this year as our physio 
after a fantastic performance with WA U/21 men last year. 
A good old country girl who’s fitted in perfectly and some 
would say that she’s added much needed good looks to the 
bench ....those alongside Em in the dugout don’t believe 
this for one second! Thanks for your help to keep the boys 
on the park this year Em. 
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Wizard Cup (cont)

George Watts 
A man who’s been at the helm of the club for a long time 
as with his family. Was rewarded at the start of this year 
with selection into the Australian Indoor World Cup side 
that ended up finishing sixth. One of the fittest and most 
hardworking GK’s I’ve ever seen, and from watching a few 
of Melville’s matches from the stands last year, my view was 
that he needed a slight change of focus and at times to be 
challenged. After much discussion, the tough decision was 
made to release him from the leadership group in the hope 
of getting him to focus more on his individual game and 
performance, whilst his natural leadership qualities would 
still show without the tag. Overall, has had a good year. In 
some games this year the scoreboard hasn’t reflected the 
effort that George has produced. Has had some fantastic 
games in the net, along with pulling off some fantastic saves 
at crucial times - none better than saving a stroke on full-
time to allow ‘us’ to walk away with the full points against 
one of the top sides in Wolves in the first round. 
The leader of the “Special Team” and owns his own corner 
block of the change room due to the smell that permeates 
the room from his gear that’s located there! 
  
      
nick Christie 
I must admit that I didn’t know much about Nick prior to this 
season apart from watching a few matches last season. 
The first thing I heard about Nick was that he’s from 
Adelaide and barracks for the Crows - says it all really! 
Started the season at left half and due to a hand injury to 
Whip jnr a couple of games into the season was moved 
back to fullback. Fair to say he wasn’t too happy with the 
move to fullback but was able to get over it quickly enough 
to be in our best players for our first win of the season vs. 
Strikers on Anzac day. 
Right from the start we worked hard on setting ourselves 
to be tougher all over the park, especially in defence. 
Nick, to his credit, has been one of our most consistent 
defenders over the 2007 season. Setting the team one of 
many challenges of improving and learning throughout the 
season, Nick has matched this team improvement with his 
own Individual improvement. The next step is to maintain 
his consistent individual performance and be able to lift the 
team to that next level. 

andrew Hunt 
Well where do I start... an interesting man is the one Dr 
Andrew ‘Spud McNab’ Hunt. As with George, received the 
honour of selection to represent the Green and Gold at the 
Indoor World Cup. Unfortunately Spud broke his hand early 
in the tour but managed to get through the pain and play on. 
Although being extremely fit due to the Indoor World Cup, 
he missed a fair chunk of the pre-season which set him 
back in the pecking order for the starting 11 come the start 
of the season. After a few honest discussions and a couple 
of games in the 2’s, the man known as Spud received his 
opportunity when Benny Meacock went down with a hand 
injury. With Spud’s ability, he has added a new attacking 
dimension to our backline with his skill, control, awareness 
and occasionally taking on the enforcer role. Spud certainly 
has taken his opportunity, improved and shown some on-
field leadership which I think all of these aspects can be 
taken to another level next year. 
We’ve just gotta somehow tap into that other voice in his 
head... only joking Spudley!!!   

Graham Watts 
The return of the other half of the Watt’s brothers Inc. 
and considered to be as tall as Yao Ming (Chinese NBA 
Basketballer)! The G-trains return was a massive boost 
to the team for this year. The 3rd player of the Melville 
contingent to receive selection into the Australian Indoor 
World Cup Team, he went on to be voted Australia’s player 
of the tournament. Widely known as the best Indoor player 
in Australia and if you’ve ever watched him, or played with 
him, he is a freak. His quiet leadership qualities as well as 
his organisation of the team during games, blends in with 
his other abilities, such as his skill and tackling ability with 
those “Go-Go Gadget arms”. Playing against him in the 
junior ranks, and then playing alongside him in the senior 
ranks, I’ve always thought he’s probably been the unluckiest 
player, or maybe just a case of wrong timing, to never make 
a Thundersticks team. Highly respected, and as much as 
we would love and hope for him to be around next year, we 
wish him well flying those big metal birds around. 



20

Wizard Cup (cont)

Ben meacock 
Considered by his own admission - of being one of the better 
looking blokes in this team, Benno missed the start of pre-
season due to being in Europe - touring and then playing 
Hockey in England. Whip came back into the country very, 
very fit and slotted straight back into the swing of pre-season. 
Given the task of taking his game the next step and becoming 
a key defender within our side, he unfortunately suffered a 
serious break in his thumb and was put out of action for a few 
months. Coming back to training earlier than expected, it took 
some time for Whip to gain back his confidence in his hand 
and regain the flow of the game. Coming back through the 
2’s, it took him a few weeks to find his feet before getting an 
opportunity back in the 1’s. Prior to the season starting, goals 
had been set for Whip to improve his tackling, distribution 
and to keep the game simple. The injury obviously set Whip 
back in his progress of remodelling part of his game, but the 
upside has been the improvement he’s shown and desire 
to fix some of these areas. Again next year - with the thumb 
having the off-season to further heal, he’ll be needed to take 
another step up. 
Questions were raised whether in fact he did have a thumb 
injury or needed the time off for his catwalk modelling 
career.... One ‘Crooked’ thumb up for this good-looking 
rooster!     

David orr 
Trying his very best to take over the mantle from Benny 
Meacock as the best looking bloke in the team, Dirty has 
also managed to be one of the finds of the season. Having 
a fantastic fitness level from playing State Indoor during the 
off-season, his ability to take this and his skill into his first full 
season in Wizard Cup Level shows the potential he has for 
many years to come. Dirty has worked hard throughout the 
year on playing smarter hockey and being tougher in tight, 
congested contests. As with Spud, Dirty has provided us with 
a lot of run off the right-hand side of the halfback line and 
his linking play with Evan has been at times sensational to 
watch. Gaining this year’s experience and taking on board all 
that he has learnt, fixing some minor areas whilst improving 
further for next year - thus will make him a more complete 
and possibly a much more versatile, damaging player. 
Lets just say, if he’s as fierce on the field as he is in the 
change rooms in front of the mirror... The future is bright!

Daniel White 
AKA... the next Kevin Reynolds! The Cultural Attaché to 
the club of Melville ! The Captain of the team.  Whitey 
gained selection to the train-on squad of the Thundersticks 
last year, whilst also being a squad member of WAIS and 
selected into the U/21 Mens state team for the second year 
running. A year which has been up and down in performance 
for Whitey, but very much a year, later down the track, that 
will be invaluable in terms of what was learned in becoming 
a much broader hockey player. Playing Centre-half is not as 
easy a role as some would think, and to throw in someone 
who is young, continually learning and still developing can 
be a sink or swim type approach. Whitey has shown with 
his ability in a number of games, that he can play CH and 
match it with the more experienced opposition, this will need 
to be shown on a more consistent basis in the future. All 
this experience will hopefully help Whitey become a much 
more versatile player. 
Known to some as the ‘Colonel’, an off-season diet on 
his beloved KFC could see his bucket become more of a 
weapon next year! 

aiden mcDowell 
Returning to the club after having a year off, Aidos made 
an immediate impression on our pre-season trip Down 
South. His playing style has caught many by surprise and 
his uncanny ability to read the play has earned him a spot 
straight back into the starting 11. With facial hair and a 
running style to match the rarely seen, mythical creature 
that is Big Foot - Aidos has picked the game up with ease 
after having the year off. His close in skills have improved, 
and with that confidence, he has started to break lines and 
become more potent in attack. Has been matched on some 
big name opponents this year, and not only has he matched 
them toe to toe, he has beaten them. If we can improve 
his awareness and defensive work, Aidos will be a vital 
part of the Melville midfield and working with our strikers to 
become more lethal in attack. Some would also argue that 
he was away for the year filming due to his familiar ‘facial 
hair’ features to that of Chewbacca of Star Wars!     
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Wizard Cup (cont)

evan Kelly 
The White man’s Michael Jackson as he showed us all on 
the pre-season trip down south - that’s his dancing ability 
if anyone was concerned ! Not only does this man have 
the moves on the dance floor but he can match these 
moves on the Hockey field as well. Has been another 
one of our big shining lights from this year. Ev was given 
the challenge right from the start to make right inside his, 
and to go out there and dominate. His skills are fantastic, 
awareness has improved throughout the season, so too his 
decision making. Defensively, if he can tighten up a bit, will 
see him dominate this competition even further next year 
and open a few more eyes in higher places hopefully. He, 
along with Dirty, has shown some great promise in their 
linking abilities on the right hand side, no doubt from their 
Indoor days together. One of the highlights would’ve been 
Ev’s goal vs. Strikers in the first round which was a clinical 
Right Inside player’s goal. The future is in his hands! He’s 
another who is hard to displace from in front of the mirror, 
and has been overheard stating that his favourite music 
clip to get his dance moves from is ‘Thriller’! 

anthony ricciardone 
The laughing assassin, who loves nothing better than a 
Vodka & Pineapple after a hard day on the hockey field. 
Potentially the man who’ll sit on top of the leader board at 
the end of season for the Melville goalscorers and fighting 
it out with Nathan Egglington who’s just behind. This is 
another man who’s taken another step in the right direction 
and shown that he can perform at this level. Ricca’s excelled 
in getting into the right position at the right time and the 
delivery he has received has helped get him to be on top 
of the list of goalscorers. Although he needs the help of an 
occasional “friendly” reminder from the bench to get in the 
right position, he’s another who has improved and is still 
developing. His skills are OK, they have room for further 
improvement but his goal shooting from range is what he 
needs to develop to go that next step. Must continue to 
work hard. 
For any girls on the ‘lookout’ for an Italian stallion... Rica 
is single, loves Rocky, dines out to his ‘Mums’ wood fired 
pizzas at home and washes that down with his old mans 
home-made Vodka mixed with a splash of Pineapple 
juice! 

Brett martyn 
Like the Watt’s Brothers Inc., he’s been at the club since 
his junior days. Marto is the type of player to increase 
the level of intensity at training through his hardness and 
toughness at the ball. Moved into a different role this year, 
to a Strike forward position - it can be said that this wasn’t 
Marto’s first preference. Despite this, Marto has worked 
hard to become more versatile in his game and provides 
much grunt in our, at times, young inexperienced forward 
line. His forward pressure on defenders and fitness leads to 
turnovers which, to many, are probably not recognised but 
certainly for the coaching staff are highly classed as 1%. 
Right from the start of the pre-season we have pestered 
Marto to improve and work hard on his trapping in motion, 
under pressure and stationary. Whilst it has improved, there 
is still plenty of room for more improvement. Would like to 
see him become more of a goal scorer as well. 
Much like changing positions this year, Marto too has 
become more fashionable with the style of haircuts he’s had 
this year... the mohawk/mullet look was fantastic!       
  

Jordan Hunt 
A new edition to the 1’s squad this year after coming through 
the junior ranks in which he’s still playing at U/17 level. 
Represented WA at U/18 level this year and from all reports 
he played very well, is one of a few young brigade of talented 
players at this club who will be the ones required to take 
this club onwards and upwards. Shows enormous talent 
and has some fantastic skills which will develop and will be 
fine-tuned with experience. Is currently playing striker, but 
has the potential to develop into a key attacking midfielder 
as well. Has a bucket load of determination and passion, 
some of which bubbles over, and again, over time he’ll 
learn to control, but this passion is certainly not a bad thing. 
If his head stays screwed on and he shows a willingness 
to continue to work hard, he’ll continue to represent WA. 
Needs to eat a fair amount of red meat over the off-season 
and to get a hair cut!     
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Wizard Cup (cont)

mark Brodie 
Another very talented youngster, who came across from 
Willetton this year. Played with a combined Melville/Willetton 
junior side last year and made the correct decision to head 
down the path of the Maroon zone. Again with youth on his 
side and a raw talent to go with it, he like Jordan has great 
skills and a very good turn of pace with those loping legs 
of his. His performance early on in the year, in the 2’s gave 
us no option but to give him his first chance in the 1’s. He 
capped this off with Selection into the Schoolboys WA U/16 
team. His skills will develop as will his change of pace which 
will make him a prospective damaging forward. Is able to 
provide constant pressure on defenders when they have 
the ball, and has an uncanny knack of providing fantastic 
reverse pressure on the opposition. Will need to work hard 
on his goal shooting technique. Talent to watch ! 
One of the three musketeers along with Jordan & Gurbs 
to be the leaders of the next-in-line “pretty boys” of the 
club!! 

James Gurbiel 
The third clown of this new little rat pack that’s emerged 
together with Jordi and Brodes. Gurbs, like Brodes has 
made the right decision and come to the Maroon zone 
via Reds. A look-a-like to Valetino Rossi with his hairstyle, 
and currently fighting out a turf war in a bling-bling wearing 
competition with Dirty, this young ‘punk’ is up there with one 
of the most annoying, niggling little skinny blokes I’ve seen. 
Not scared of taking a backward step, he has impressed 
with his ability in front of goal to make something happen, 
his work ethic and elimination skill. Like the other 2 young 
guns, we forget that he’s so young and yet we demand so 
much. Has potential, needs to continue to work hard on 
his development and improve his fitness level. Scored one 
of the goals of the season in the 2’s. He was on the end 
of a booming Benny Meacock overhead from defence, in 
which Gurbs, running out of room, picked up on the bounce 
about chest height in the circle and one timed it past the 
goalkeeper. This is the type of flashy brilliance that he needs 
to exude, added with becoming more consistent.     

rusty Ford 
One of our 2 AIS players. There is no doubt he is on the verge 
of cracking into this strong Australian team and possibly 
staying there for a very long time if he can remain injury 
free and also fit and healthy. When available, has played 
mainly at inside left and has shown that he is a class hockey 
player. With polished skills, a seamless ability to be able to 
get out of tight situations easily and finishing skills that are 
superb to watch. It’s not only a pleasure to watch, but to 
have him on your side is a boost to all. Unfortunately, and 
much like his beloved Pies Captain Nathan Buckley, Rusty 
too went down with an hammy injury and was unavailable 
to tour Europe with the Aust Team but was able to recover 
in time to go away with the AIS tour. With the Pies again 
showing the all too familiar signs of the Colliwobbles, let’s 
hope Rusty is on firmer ground and Beijing awaits. 

nathan egglington 
The second of our AIS picks. There is no need for an 
introduction of the feats that the man known as Eggy has 
achieved. An integral member of the Aust team for a number 
of years, he too is looking to remain healthy after his fair 
share of injuries on the road to Beijing. I’ve been one of 
many that Eggy has carved up (I’m no real feat mind you) 
and then continued to let you know all about it verbally, in 
what can be a very painful and embarrassing 70 minutes. 
He has some of the quickest drags I’ve seen and to go with 
a bag of silky skills, he has the ability to open a game up or 
wrestle it back from the opposition and turn it back in your 
favour. His awareness of the game and hockey smarts 
completes a full package. Probably fair to say that he not 
only managed to have the boys in awe on the field but off 
it as well. Questions were being asked by the boys who 
were all very confused when the big Queenslander openly 
displayed his affection with kissing and hugging of the boys 
after perhaps a XXXX too many!
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Willow Bridge League - Women

After yet another change in the women’s grading system, our top squad has played in the Willow Bridge League in 2007. 
This is a stronger grade than in previous years, and combines the top 9 teams from clubs that are not represented in 
the Wizard Cup League, with 4 of them previously having played at top level. We have had many tough games but have 
sat in fourth position since early in the season, playing most of our best games against the top sides. We have been 
fortunate to attract some new players this year, who bring a wealth of experience to the club. 
In June, there was the Peel Road Trip – which has become a bit of a tradition, and was time to have fun and party and 
build some team friendships.
The girls from this team also committed themselves to the club in other ways. Vickie, Sal, Jess and Sue all coached 
junior girls’ teams, giving up their time to ensure a healthy future for Melville. Gaye and Lee represented us on the WAGS 
committee and Yvette took on tech-benching duties.
Many thanks to our coaching staff, Dee and Angie, who have managed to combine a balance of youth and experience 
in the team that augers well for the future. Also, our appreciation goes to Steve Silvey, who has helped us at training on 
several occasions.
Let’s get the PASSION!!

Dee Plaister (Coach)
A special and sincere thank you to our coach who has 
worked tirelessly and with 100% commitment to our team, 
not only during the season but throughout the summer 
months, to try to make the transition easier with the new 
grading system.
Dee has also dedicated her time to assist with the junior 
girls’ development which has been greatly appreciated. 
Dee’s guidance, direction and knowledge of the game has 
benefited all players. (A special mention must be made of 
her G&T or is that G&D!!)

angela Kaaks (assistant Coach)
Angie returned to the club this year as assistant coach. She 
had previously played for Melville before being selected for 
the AIS and representing WA in the National competition 
as a goalkeeper. This season, Angie shared her wealth of 
knowledge and experience with both the team and all the 
goalkeepers, and this has been a huge asset for our club. 
She has also experienced her first Peel road trip!! and 
made the most of the social side of our club. Welcome 
back Ang!

Janice tweddle (manager)
Always organised and well informed, Janice keeps the 
coaching staff and players from misbehaving on the 
sideline and is always passionately involved in the game. 
She brings a great dose of enthusiasm and a happy smile 
to every game (what is really in that Willow Bridge cooler 
bag??) Janice does a wonderful job and is prepared for 
any situation that arises!

susan Clark (Captain)
Tenacious, strong, determined, passionate and never-say-
die, she is our energiser bunny! Providing the team with 
strong leadership on and off the field, Sue is a role model 
for the girls she plays with and coaches. She is a force to 
be reckoned with by the opposition, and it is an honour to 
have her on our team.

Gaye Glaskin (Vice Captain)
Gaye is our team vice captain who inspires us with her 
great level of fitness, and words of encouragement during 
both training sessions and prior to each game. Gaye has 
played everywhere this year, but mainly as an inner and 
right half back, working hard to link the team together, with 
lots of positive talk on the field. Her versatility and bubbly 
personality are an integral part of our team.

Vickie Carlton
Vickie came to Melville this year after joining us for our road 
trip to Narrogin last October, and fitted in straight away. She 
has a great sense of humour and an excellent hockey brain. 
Vickie’s dedication to the team and to the club has been 
outstanding and she proved this by volunteering to coach 
the U17B girls. Vickie has played strongly in many positions 
this year and we look forward to having her back in 2008.

Sue Clark. Photo by Guy Hickey
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Willow Bridge League (cont)

Holly mcKenzie
Thank you Holly for joining us halfway through the season! 
Holly is our utility player – she can and will play anywhere 
with skill and determination. This has been such a bonus 
for us. Her strength and presence have lifted us, and her 
words of wisdom on the field have been fantastic. It would 
be great to have Holly and her family around next year.

sally meacock
Sally has played a solid season at half-back with a few 
games at right wing. Her strong hit and speed have seen 
her send the team into attack down the right. Sal’s excellent 
level of fitness makes her a great left halfback, playing a 
defensive marking role against some strong opposition 
wingers. Sally has a lovely personality and it is a pleasure 
to play alongside her.

Yvette rutherford
Yvette has been a member of the forward line this year, 
playing mainly as a winger. She has managed to combine 
her new job, (as a hostess with the mostess!) and hockey 
commitments throughout the season. Yvette has also 
become a regular voice over the microphone during Wizard 
Cup games and other club social occasions. Well done 
Yvette!

Liz stratton
Lizzie (Dynamite) Stratton came to us part way through the 
season after a break from hockey. A former WAIS Diamonds 
player, Liz has amazing ability and this became more 
evident each week as her fitness quickly improved. She has 
more bounce than ‘Tigger’ and has no fear of players twice 
her size! Lizzie motivates the team with her experience and 
knowledge and we are so happy to have her with us.

stacey tweddle
Stacey played on the wing for the first half of the season 
before deciding to go away for a couple of months. She may 
look dainty and gorgeous but Stacey is fearless on the field 
and hassles her much bigger opponents relentlessly. Her 
bright and cheerful personality has been missed within the 
team but we look forward to having her back in 2008.

Fiona Diprose
Fiona is a wonderful goalkeeper and reliable team member 
who always has a positive view on each game and a happy 
smile! An enormous amount of pressure is put on this 
position, especially from the teams that have played in the 
top grade, and she handles it so well. Before each game Fi 
always wraps up the team talk with “Bring It On!”. Thanks 
Fiona for a solid season.

Danah Dunkeld
New to the club this year, Danah got involved straight away, 
running amok, both on and off the field (Peel Road Trip!!) 
– and becoming a regular face around the clubrooms. She 
was thrown into the forward line and with her great stickwork 
and killer hits, the opposition was running scared. A great 
asset to the team, Danah can be relied upon to always go 
hard giving 100% effort. We all look forward to playing (and 
making more Mandurah cocktails) with her next season.

Kate Fennessy
Kate is a very quiet person who hovers around the forward 
line. She drifts in and out of the goal circle waiting for 
her chance to score and does some wonderful (often 
unrewarded) leading and hassling of fullbacks. Kate seems 
to play her best games against the strongest sides, playing 
with confidence and using her beautiful stick skills. Well 
done Kate!

erin Hall
Erin is the youngest member of the team, and has had 
a brilliant season, being selected in the State 16’s, and 
having a very successful trip to the Nationals. Her fitness, 
wonderful stickwork, deadly hit and excellent cover defence 
have been evident this year, and she has cemented her 
place as a key player and contributor to the team. We are 
all so proud of you Ezza!!

Leanne Jarvis
Passionate is the first word that comes to mind. Lee puts 
100% effort into all areas of this club – on and off the field. 
Combining with Jess at fullback, Lee has played strongly, 
directing the play from behind. As Vice-President (Women’s) 
she gives much of her time to organising coaches, teams, 
umpires, future players, the wind-up… the list goes on. 
From all of us, our heartfelt thanks Lee.

Jess mcGregor
Well, what can we say Jess! She stepped up this year and 
looks set to be a future leader of this club. Her hard work 
in pre-season has seen her rise to the top squad, firmly 
cementing her place as a strong, skilful defender with a 
never-say-die attitude, which is such a great asset to the 
team. “Watch This Space” – Jess has a very big future. Well 
done on a fantastic season. Good luck!!

Photo by Guy Hickey
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Mens Premier 2

Jeff Choate (Goal Keeper)
Came to us from the Mandurah Rebels in the pre season 
and instantly became a big part of the talented goal keeping 
at Melville. Jeff played half the season before breaking his 
wrist against a lowly Harlies, attempting to save the only 
goal that was scored for the night. The loss of Jeff was a 
worry to the 2s side of which he was a very big part. He 
is a very fit player, continually pounding the weights at the 
gym and keeping his fitness up while injured. Most other 
goal keepers would ask why a guy who stands stationary for 
most of the game would need to be so fit. It’s still a mystery 
to rest of the side. Jeff celebrated his 21st birthday in the 
second half of the season and is considered a big part of 
the indoor competition in the off season.

Jim Welton (Goal Keeper)
The second of the goal keepers that have played for the 
2s this year. Jim injured his hamstring just as the season 
was about to commence, and tore it quite badly. During the 
period he could barely walk, he like Jeff, spent far too many 
hours in the gym pumping iron and staring at himself in the 
floor to roof mirror. Another goal keeper who works on his 
fitness most days of the week and is considered amongst 
one the fittest guys in the top squad. However, thanks to 
one Reece Spedding, Jim has begun to spend far too much 
time behind the club bar sampling the products and enjoying 
the social side of being a Melville member. He also is one 
of the many Welton’s popping up all over the club.

todd Barrett (Full Back) - Captain
A Melville stalwart who has been around the club long 
enough to be a big part of bringing the skivvy back into 
fashion in his hey day. Still known to wear the odd tight 
fitting Bonds T shirt, his presence on the field is almost as 
impressive as his strutting around the club after a game. 
Called the T train by his team mates, using the comparison 
of a heavily laden coal train with Todd’s inability to slow down 
when running forward with the ball. All jokes aside Todd led 
the team as captain with confidence and presence for the 
year with even a field goal against his name. 

michael Deveson (Full Back)
The second of the dynamic duo that formed the defence 
that held the 2s side in the top 5 for most of the season. A 
member of the Melville family for too many years to count, 
has brought to the side a solid tackle and a powerful hit 
that breaks the press of most sides. Junior was the 2’s 
primary short corner hitter and certainly helped to straighten 
the whole side up when he played. He spent a few weeks 
off on the Gold Coast planning his wedding for early next 
year, far too easily dismissing the thought his absence 
would have on his team mates. Maybe next year Junior 
will understand the importance of his presence to not only 
strengthen our defence but to control Todd Barrett. The 
team also wishes the best of luck to Junior and Bec in their 
upcoming marriage. I’m sure they will be working on their 
own little junior soon enough.

andrew Hooper (Half Back)
Another new addition to the Melville family, Hoops was a 
huge part of the 2s side, adding solid defence and the ability 
to eliminate players. At half back his strong tackle followed 
up by a solid hit to find a leading forward was shown at 
numerous times throughout all the games he played in. 
However in a second round game, Hoops gave away a 
short corner and was then given the task of running out to 
attempt to intercept the shot. During this process he had his 
hand smashed, resulting in surgery where a plate was put 
across the damaged area. No doubt this will never hinder 
his ability to drink most people under the table. 

russell Lee (Centre Half)
Melville was very happy to welcome back this previous 
member who played for two years in Classic League before 
going over to the dark side when the team was relegated. 
Russell is an ex NHL player who also was involved in an 
assistant coach role with Perth Thundersticks, bringing this 
strength to the club. Known amongst his team mates as a 
person who continually talks himself up, especially where 
the occasional goal is concerned. Never keen to give credit 
to any of the players who did all the work in setting up the 
goal. When with the ball in the mid field, Russ has the ability 
to beat more than three people with ease and deliver a 
fantastic pass going forward to put pressure on opposing 
sides. Russell also has been paramount at increasing the 
level of social interaction that the top squad has shown at 
club events. The team also wishes Russell and his lovely 
fiancé Dion the best of luck with their upcoming marriage. 
Good luck Dion!
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Mens Premier 2 (cont)

stefan Willett (Half Back)
The teams most experienced player in the sense of years, 
often compared to many of the slow moving dinosaurs. His 
characteristic shuffle is the result of hamstrings of a 90 year 
old, and as if on cue he again was cut down by an injury to 
one of these major muscles. His lack of pace is made up 
for by his solid and often flairy stick skills, bursting through 
a pack of players to deliver a pass that not even his team 
mates could think he could do. The pinnacle of his hockey 
year was a goal he scored from 5 yards out, on his back 
and behind his head. He had the goalie in stitches. Stef has 
always been a fantastic contributor to the 2s side, giving 
some sensible points before a game and helping to run the 
bench when he couldn’t play. The nominations for dad of the 
year will be out soon and no doubt Stef will top the list. 

Craig orr (Half Back)
One of the Orr boys who shares the coaching of the U17A’s 
with his brother. Cactus was very unlucky not to get into the 
starting line up of the 2s side at the beginning of the year. 
With much improved fitness and experience he brings from 
playing indoor hockey, he has become a big part of this side 
and has taken this chance with vigour. Little do most people 
know that Craig met his current girlfriend on a buck’s night, 
wedged up against the wall on the Newport dance floor. Any 
girl that can see the good in Craig in that state can put up 
with anything. Craig also formed a major part of the 3s side 
helping to organise some of the clubs younger players into 
a unit that pushed towards the finals. 

steven Gibson (Half Back)
The clubs South African connection, this lad continues to 
support the Springboks when they win the rugby but will 
run in shame and hide when they lose the cricket. Must be 
a Dockers supporter.... Gibbo missed half the season with 
a trip overseas where most blokes had expected him to 
propose to his lovely girlfriend at the Eiffel Tower. No such 
luck, he must have run and hid then as well. On the field 
Gibbo has blistering speed and a great defensive nature that 
has cemented him as one of the 2s best half backs. This 
pace also has pushed him up a line to the striker position 
where he regularly out paced opposing half backs. Given 
the honourable task this year of being the joint task master 
with Whip Junior, he excelled far more on paper than he 
did on the field. Gibbo will continue to be a major part of 
this side in the future.

Dan mcentee (striker)
With amazing pace for a guy that usually stands and 
delivers in a fight, Macca has been the fastest player in this 
side. He has the ability to make full backs look stationary 
and goal keepers often break into a sweat when he runs 
at them with the ball. Never one to have a shot on the run, 
Macca was known for his ability to drag a goalie and run the 
ball over the line. Nothing flashy, just one more on the board 
for the team and one more for his sizeable goal tally for 
the year. Very late in the year, Macca strained a hamstring, 
however in the heat of battle he thought it was a cramp. It 
wasn’t until about three in the morning the following day, 
standing on the Metropolis dance floor did he think he had 
a problem. He is also the son of Melville’s god like figure, 
Steve McEntee, but this deity still does not have the ability 
to save his son from losing his licence for six months. Much 
applause should go to his fantastic girlfriend for driving him 
around for most of the year.  

rob mcKenzie (inside Forward)
‘The Cougar’ (as he wishes to be known) is a profession-
al in the art of invisibleness... Often disappearing into the 
bottom corner of the field to catch his breath, suddenly 
reappearing to the cries of his good mate Russell to get 
into line. Pity these prophetic words didn’t include the 
early part of the season when the Cougar disappeared 
to Coral Bay, where he raped the ocean floor with an 
express ticket to the surface for any poor fish, whether 
it being of size or not. The Cougar returned a couple of 
kilos heavier, but with good intentions, he played him-
self into the critical inside forward position and became 
a lynch pin in the teams push for a finals berth. Rob is 
a very talented hockey player with silky stick skills, and 
a big heart and even bigger voice when calling for the 
ball. However the real lack of goals for a player so close 
to goal was hard for most of us to comprehend. He also 
shared the coaching duties of the U15’s with Dan White, 
and gave a lot back to the club through this process. The 
team wishes all the best to Rob and his fiancé Brooke 
who are getting married just 2 weeks before Russell and 
Dion. 
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Mens Premier 2 (cont)

andrew ricciardone (striker)
The second of the Mario brothers, he is known to us as 
Luigi. He joined the Melville family from the Vic Park Pus-
sycats at the start of the season, making all of us wonder 
why it had taken him so long to join us. Luigi was incred-
ible to watch throughout the season, with pace and skills 
to bust through lines, he became one of the leading goal 
scorers of the 2s side. His drive to outplay and out-
score his brother helped him get a berth in the top side 
for most games in the second half of the season. His 
endurance has been well shown in many 2’s games with 
continual pressure on opposing teams defence, leading 
to turnovers and ultimately goals. Many thanks go out to 
his amazing girlfriend who works on keeping his eyebrow 
in two parts. Pity she can’t work on his brothers!

mark Watton (Half Back, inside Forward)
Another candidate for Dad of the year, Watto has had 
to miss a few games due to commitments to his kids; 
age has shown him where his priorities lie. Most will be 
aware of Watto’s ability to find injuries in the oddest of 
places given the third lip he is seen to possess. In the 
final few rounds of the season Watto was hit by a ball 
on the shin pad, giving a free hit to the opposing side, 
but also receiving in return a cut deep enough to reach 
the bone. Which doesn’t mean much considering most 
of us believe he is a reanimated corpse made up of just 
skin and bone. On the field Watto is the team’s hardest 
worker. Never one to give a half #$% attempt, he puts his 
body on the line and will never allow a player to run past 
without getting his axe out and having a chop. I have 
heard him cry,”damn these new sticks, I hit them with all 
I’ve got and not even a dent!” He will always encourage 
his team mates and his continual chattering certainly 
helps to lift the side when the moment requires it.

Dan scott (inside Forward)
With a solid link to the indoor community, Scotty has 
honed his fluid skills through years of bouncing hockey 
balls off boards, never diving and allowing goal keep-
ers to take the field. What is our game coming to? No 
doubt the blind turns and occasional shimmy have been 
practised many a night on indoor trips to Albany. Scotty 
injured his hamstring half way through the season which 
set the team back. His improved drag flick and stick skills 
have been very important in the teams success this year. 
Lucky for all of us, Scotty is studying to be a physio and 
self diagnosed his injury and planned the rehab. Consist-
ing of chatting up any girl standing by herself, and the 
odd attendance at training, he was on target to play in 
any finals glory. With an attitude like this Scotty has a big 
future in this team.

Ben rushton (inside Forward, striker)
Little can be said about this Angry young man, apart from 
the fact that he isn’t young. Well into his thirties he has 
been known to get angry at everything. Limited to only a 
small amount of goals this season, opposing teams did 
well to curb the juggernaut that is Angry’s ability to blow 
teams away. The whole team is disappointed that Angry 
never got a call up to the top squad. With age comes 
patience, so I’m sure he can wait till next year, but no 
doubt there will be less of a pre season if any at all. He 
was also a part of the coaching team for the top squad 
and helped to organise some of the minor details behind 
the scenes, but his pep talks before a game need a lot of 
work.

Many thanks also go to Whip for helping run the bench 
and half time talks, Johnno for getting all of our uniforms 
in order (most of the time) and everyone else who played 
in the 2s throughout the year. Even though your names 
haven’t been mentioned you know who you are, thank 
you for helping us finish where we did come seasons 
end.
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Womens Promotion 2

At the start of the season, very few of the players had played together in the past. It took a few games before they 
started to link up and really feel as though they were a team. Round three against Rockingham saw them run out a 
very tough game, and their win was due to the team spirit and commitment (AKA the big ‘C’). They have had excellent 
results over the season only losing one game to the top side in the first half of the season. Their second half of the 
season has been excellent, with very few goals scored against them and a variety of their forwards finding the net. 
Vicki has been an asset for the team and all of the girls have respected her voice. The work this team has done, 
has been a credit to them all. The way they have conducted themselves at training and on game day has impressed 
greatly. They play hockey because they obviously enjoy the game, the challenge and the winning. It has got to be fun! 
Being on top of the ladder after round 16, and then finals coming are the bonuses for hard work and dedication. Where 
you finish at the end of the season is just as important as the journey you have travelled from March to September. 
Whatever the outcome, it has been a great year and lots of fun.

Vicki silich (Coach):
At the beginning of the season, Vicki was coaxed to join 
Melville as our coach as she wasn’t sure if she wanted 
the commitment. It took a few rounds for her to feel as 
though this team was going to be a positive aspect in 
her busy life. After we played Rockingham in round 3 it 
was a turning point both for Vicki and the team. We all 
bonded and had a huge amount of respect for each other. 
Vicki has been an excellent leader for our team, always 
keeping things positive, but using constructive criticism 
to improve all of our games. The team owes a lot of their 
success to our superb leader! A great season Vicki, it has 
been a pleasure to have you coaching us. I know that we 
will all take a lot of positives from this season. 
  
Kristy Jasper (Captain):
I know Kristy was surprised when she was given the job 
of captain and wasn’t sure she was good enough. But 
there are not enough words to describe Kristy and the job 
she has done with the team as a player and as a leader. 
Kristy has come a long way from the start of the season. 
She was even getting frustrated not scoring, then bam! 
Even got a hattrick in one game. Her work-load as a 
forward is exceptional. Putting pressure on the fullbacks 
has helped turn over the ball time and time again. She 
has also been like our manageress, doing the team 
sheets, organizing the game write up and collecting the 
votes. Kristy has been a great team mate and always 
given the team 100%. 

natalie adams (Vice Captain):
Wow! I feel we have been extremely lucky to have had 
Nat in our team. Her skills have been a great asset. She 
has given 100% every week in her tackling, distribution, 
positioning and her back-up. Her work load on game 
day is truly tremendous. So much so that after the 1st 
round game against Rockingham, she had to run off to 
have a little chuck up(Yuk).  She has been a good leader 
on and off the field and has worked extremely well with 
Kristy. There are players who could learn a lot from Nat’s 
commitment and workload. She has given this team 
100%.

elise Heal:
What a little dynamo! I’ve asked her to play back then 
forward, then back and forward in the one game and 
she has not faulted one bit for the team. Came in after 
missing some games through injury she received at 
training. She is a true team player, always encouraging 
her team mates even at training. Pint size but with a huge 
big heart. She has given this team 100%.

allison Hall:
Being the oldest player in the team has not dampened 
her enthusiasm or commitment. She has not hesitated 
in keeping pace with her younger team mates. Allison’s 
work load is second to none. She is always striving to 
improve her skills. There were games where she was 
able to overlap and become our 6th forward which has 
been a great asset. Being a 6th forward has put the 
opposition under extreme pressure especially going into 
the circle and has forced short corners. She has given 
this team 100%.

Janine Barrow:
Runs all day. Oozes enthusiasm, I noticed in last years 
book it mentioned her back swing, hello, obviously hasn’t 
changed, still there! She has been trying to get rid of 
the golf swing, but has now admitted to playing a little 
golf. Janine has tried very hard at every game. A bit too 
enthusiastic at times with her calling but just wants to be 
there, everywhere if she could. Has worked really well 
with Elise, Allison and Nat. Had the opportunity in the 
second round to have a run as inner against Vic Park. 
She did a great job, giving Lauren a break from marking 
the snowy haired lady. Janine has given this team 100%.

Demelza Dravnieks:
Has played at left half all season and has cut up most of 
the right wings. Never shirks her responsibility and has 
made great improvement from the start of the season. 
Her fitness and skill have improved immensely. So much 
so she was asked to run with the 1’s and she backed that 
up with a great showing. She did not disappoint Dee or 
me. She has given this team 100%.
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Womens Promotion 2 (cont)

Katherine abbott:  
At times doubted her own ability, but I know what she 
lacked in speed, she made up for with a great eye, with 
the ability to pick off strikers coming down on her. She 
has been very solid in defence and has worked well with 
all the players around her. Her ability to talk and call on 
the field has been a great asset for us. She has given this 
team 100%.

Claire timmel:
Claire bear: we have to keep telling ourselves you are 
only 13. She loves her hockey. Super keen at the start of 
the season, then suffered a little set back due to injury. 
Started at right inner which the crowds were surprised 
by, but I just wanted her to experience another side of 
hockey from a new position. She was doing ok until the 
injury. Since coming back she has been trying out for 
U/15’s. Her work load has tired her somewhat. But now 
that is behind her she is out there back at fullback for the 
time being. She is doing a good job. I know she is itching 
to get back at right inner and she will before the season is 
out. Claire has given the team 100%.

Lauren Ferguson:
Lefty! Lauren has played the whole year at left inner. 
This was a new role for Lauren at this level and she has 
not disappointed. Lauren often underestimates her own 
ability to be better. But I liked what I saw when I came 
down for a look before becoming coach. Her fitness has 
improved from the start of the season. She is stronger on 
her left hand side but just needs to get her bum around 
more. Lauren scored some nice close in goals at the 
start of the season when they were hard to come by. Well 
done lefty. Lauren has given the team 100%.

Caitlyn ogden: 
Caitlyn played the year in such a mature way for her 
years. She was a force to be reckoned with full of voice 
and encouragement. Her commitment to this team has 
been a real pleasure to watch.  Every game she has 
improved more and more. It’s not a job a lot of us would 
care to do, but Caitlyn does it with such gusto. She is a 
funny little character. I have enjoyed working with Caitlyn. 
She has given this team 100%.

Janna euler:
We only had Janna for about 5 games. It was a real 
pleasure. She was a real fighter and never gave up in the 
circle. From the first time I saw her at training until she 
left us, she just improved out of sight. She gelled with 
the girls so well. It would have been great to have her all 
season, but we got a good replacement in Caitlyn. We 
wish Janna well. Janna gave this team 100%.

Caitlyn surman :
Caitlyn came into the side after we lost Jana back to her 
homeland. Has slotted in very nicely and worked very 
hard at left wing. The opposition take little Caitlyn for 
granted and then she blows them away with her never 
give in attitude, then they’re left chasing her. Even the 
biggest log from Rockingham, with all her pushing and 
shoving, did not put Caitlyn off her game, in fact it made 
it better. She blew her away with her skill. Brawn doesn’t 
beat brains. She needs to do the warm up running at 
training with the team. Caitlyn has given the team 100%.

Paige tucker:
Paige came into the side half way through the season 
after spending a number of weeks sidelined with injury. 
Took a little while to settle into our game plan, but is 
starting to adjust and has taken the opportunity to score 
goals, some nice goals at that. Has a very nice turn of 
speed and has been able to run off the backs. Knows she 
can receive a good ball and run with it, just needs to pass 
the ball off a bit more with the other forwards. There were 
signs it was beginning to happen towards the end of the 
season. It would be good to see Paige back next year. 
Paige has given this team 100%.

Kymberley Wilson:
Kymberley has filled in as a sub on a number of games. 
She would walk on and get a goal. One game it only took 
her 30 seconds. She has worked well with the girls. She 
is very strong over the ball. She wouldn’t give up her golf, 
but she fitted us in on a number of occasions, which was 
a big help. Kimberley gave our team 100%.

Gail anderson: 
Very part time. Just happened to be up from Esperance 
when needed and more than happy to play with us. The 
girls have embraced her style of play because it has been 
how they have played all year. I love the way the girls 
have respected Gail and her ability, very mature. I know 
Gail has enjoyed playing with our team especially when 
she scored that spectacular goal against Rockingham. 
She talked about it for many weeks. Gail gave our team 
100%.

Other players who have contributed:
• Sarah Smith
• Carolyn Jones
• Maris Margetts
• Yvette Rutherford
• Jessica Mcgregor
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Mens Premier Alliance
a.K.a.   the  3s.    

Craig orr   a.K.a   Cactus
Played all year playing two games a week. One for the 
Twos, and then one for the threes. Any person playing 
this much hockey would surely have enough of the game, 
but not our cactus. Besides training twice a week he also 
coached the 17As for the entire year. 
The season started with Cactus going from fullback to 
centre half, then on to right inside. All his dreams had 
come true. Too bad the proximity to goal didn’t manifest 
into more runs on the board for the team.

Hamish Burton  a.K.a  Hammer time
Quietly unspoken, but often the enforcer. His position at 
left half became one of the corner stones of our team. His 
ability to get down low and go, go, go (as Uncle Ronald 
McDonald says) and put many a right wing in their place. 
Which is on their @$$! Hamish turned a hangover into a 
warm up, with many a good game put down to an even 
better night before.

Kyle Jamison  a.K.a.  Jammo  
A highly skilled right half who used his skills to cut many 
teams apart down their left side. Also a resolute defender 
who worked back to help all his other defenders. A quiet 
bloke who tried to make it to training, as long as it wasn’t 
during Uni holidays, too wet and cold, or he wasn’t too 
sick. 

matty Bowater  a.K.a.  Pat Welsh’s buddy
Anybody reading this will understand what I am talking 
about. Matt is a Goal Keeper! Need I say any more? 
Matt was often confused with many things such as which 
is left and right and how to put on a shoe. But this isn’t 
uncommon for goalkeepers. 
He was selected for the state under 16s schoolboys team 
this year, which may have worked in his favour as he got 
to spend more time with Pat. 

rhys spedding a.K.a.  a  #*&^ house manager!
Just jokes. Rhys approached me early in the year and 
said he wanted to be the manager of the 3s. A very 
difficult position seeing as we have managed quite well 
without one for two years. Many of our ideas went out 
the door very early in the season but he still assisted 
admirably. Also played part of the season at fullback 
assisting Callum in defence. Then decided he was going 
back into goals from fullback and finished the season with 
a busted knee, more than likely caused running to the bar 
or away from an upset boyfriend.

Callum Purcell   a.K.a.  Fanta Pants
What a fullback!! His ability to get the full back position 
and quickly turn towards our attacking goal and run. 
Often the words ‘pass it Callum’ were used but it seems 
he was sure he could make it himself. A big thanks goes 
to Wayne (Callums dad) for assisting Callum this year. 
The day Callum gets his license and his own car will be a 
big day for him.

Zane Hill  a.K.a.   i will go on a holiday and miss out 
on a premiership!
Yes that’s right Zane booked himself a holiday last year 
and went on the day of our grand final win. What a thing 
to do. Oh well that was then and this is now. But what 
were you thinking Zane?!
Another of our Uni boys who would turn up to training on 
his bike, then have to ride home in pouring rain. Nobody 
could ever deny his commitment, but many a time his 
ability to ‘swing the axe’ left many an opposition defender 
thinking he was in a wood-chopping contest at the royal 
show. And it was a contest he was losing.  

Howie  a.K.a  the bare foot bandit
Picture this. Its 8.30 Saturday night at Shenton Park turf 
and its close enough to freezing that you wear 7 layers of 
clothing. You are already dreading having to get out there 
and play. Then along comes Howie with no shoes walking 
along like it’s the middle of summer. Not too sure if 
money is a problem for Howie seeing as shoes obviously 
can be very expensive.

Matt Bowater
Photo courtesy of Guy Hickey
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Mens Premier Alliance (cont)

Pat Welsh a.K.a matt Bowater’s buddy
“Daddy give me $10 so I can pay these big boys my fine. 
Oh no, now I need more daddy because I just got caught 
getting money from you!!!” Lucky for Pat, daddy is there 
to help. I suppose his buddy could lend him some money.
Congrats to Pat who made the State under 16s school 
boys hockey team with his buddy. 

adam Halliday  a.K.a.  whooooooooosh, what the 
hell was that!!!!
Adam turned up a little bit into the season and had an 
immediate effect on the overall pace of the team. It 
doubled!!!!! It wasn’t uncommon for someone to belt the 
ball into the right hand attacking corner of the field and 
yell “Get it Ads!”
Now that its preseason Ads, I am sure you will be hearing 
from me soon. Only because you are the first name on 
my phone and you love all those blank SMS’s.

ryan rushton   a.K.a  Captain of the boat that’s 
sailed
I am a man of few words.
……………………………………………….Thanks to all.

A very big thanks to lots and lots of blokes. Guys like 
Ben Rushton, Stef Willet, Nick and Sam Geers, Young 
Ramma, Sticky Timmel, Gibbo, Watto, Dean, Wilko, Karl, 
Junior, Kirby, Mitch, Jimmy Welton and any one else I 
missed. Sorry, you know who you are.

Matt Bruce  A.K.A  Look how fit I am man
The day the Brucie turned up to pre-season there was 
a collective “who’s this bloke who’s gonna make us look 
like unfit blokes”. Often maligned in the team, but his 
work towards forwarding the team was often admirable. 
His ability to lead behind 5 opposition players and 
demand the ball never ceased. He was convinced that 
his teammate with the ball could get it to him, even 
though the ball carrier wasn’t.

Ben mcarthur  a.K.a.  old man experience
Not sure if I should be calling Ben old seeing as I am 
the same age as him. The pace he showed on the field, 
only overshadowed the experience that Ben brought to 
the team. The biggest thing that Ben brought to the team 
was his age. His addition to the team often brought the 
average age over 20. Which was excellent seeing as we 
were trying to develop the under 17s for their step up into 
seniors. Any parents out there that do need a baby sitter, 
Ben did do an excellent job this year so please keep this 
in mind.

sheep  a.K.a.  Baa Baa hack stick
Who ever said Guildford was a long way from Melville? 
Not me. I just think it’s the place that the police allow 
certain rules about marrying your cousin to become more 
flexible.

Steve Mcentee’S

Duracraft Panel & Paint

Phone Clubman and major SPonSor, Steve mCentee

For Quality Panel beating and SPray Painting

59 Norma Road, Myaree 9330 2466
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Womens Provisional 2 Gold

Kylie mishra – (Goalie)
Kylie has been a huge help to our side as manager and 
team organiser. The fact that we finished so high up 
on the ladder, was in no small part to Kylie’s great goal 
keeping. There seemed to be one great save each game 
and she would help keep the backline together in times 
of stress. Thanks for your tireless help throughout the 
season, Kylie, hope to see you next year.

Kathryn atkinson - (Fullback) - Captain
Our captain this year, Kat has been the major goal scorer 
with her “rockets” at short corners. Always talking and 
helping the players, Kat was part of a very tight and 
miserly defence which was almost impenetrable during 
the year. You did a good captain’s job in a successful 
team. Thanks Kat for a great year.

alana Wake - (Fullback)
Our “rock” in defence, Alana has an uncanny ability 
to know where the ball is going to be and when to run 
forward to intercept it. Combines well with Kat and 
repelled many attacks which kept us in the game at all 
times. You are a coach’s delight knowing that you there at 
the back. Thanks Alana for a great season.

Kelly ryan - (Halfback)
Kelly brought a great deal of experience and stability to 
the halfback line this year. From the general at centre-
half, to slotting into left-half later in the year. Kelly would 
sometimes have trouble juggling her other commitments 
with turning up to games on time, but she was always 
there to give it her best every time. Thanks Kelly.

toni Lang - (Halfback)
This team was blessed with a great backline and Toni has 
played a strong part in that. Able to fill in where required, 
Toni is a staunch defender with an attacking flair. Like 
Kat, Toni likes to hit the ball with a bit of “air” which kept 
the opposition (and our players) on their toes. Toni had a 
good season.

Katherine Hall - (Halfback/Forward)
Katherine started the season as an attacking right half, 
but found her niche roaming around the forward line 
looking to shoot on goal with her beautifully crisp hits. 
Made a potent short corner battery with Kat A and scored 
a couple of sweet goals. Thanks Katherine, hope to see 
you next year.

Kim Welten - (Halfback/Forward)
Kim was dogged by injury early in the year but came 
back strongly to play some good games. Always has a 
joke at training (just when the coach is talking), Kim is 
now managing to juggle her social and hockey calendars 
this year. Kim has a great hit and has been our short 
corner pusher-outer. Thanks Kim.

Yvette Job - (Forward)
“Jobbie” was our “team player”, helping out with the 
managerial duties when asked, filling in for the other side 
when asked and playing in whatever position asked by 
the coach. Yvette is a most likeable person who will be 
sorely missed next year if the rumours are true. Thanks 
for your dedication Yvette.

susan Wilson - (Forward)
Sue is one of fittest players who ran the whole day on the 
field, from scoring goals to helping out in defence. Always 
encouraging fellow players, Sue gave her all and usually 
could hardly raise a trot when coming off the field. A great 
player to have on your team. Thanks for your time and 
effort this season Sue, hope to see you next year.

audrey emmett - (Forward)
Audrey ‘the quiet achiever’ Emmett was a little like the 
engine of the forward line, constantly working hard, 
plugging away, talking, supporting and making those 
penetrating disposals into the forward line – and then 
always there in defence when we needed her.  Thanks 
Audrey for all your contributions through the year, it’s 
been a real pleasure to have you in the team.

Kim ireland - (Forward)
Speedy Gonzales has nothing on Kim when she is at full 
hilt tearing down that wing – somehow always managing 
to get that ungettable ball before it disappears over the 
sideline!  Although hampered by injury in the mid part 
of the season, Kim is making a timely recovery to be an 
essential part of the finals campaign.  Thanks for your 
efforts Kim.

Conor Keating - Forward)
It took Conor a few weeks to regain her fitness after time 
away from the club, but soon started playing well out on 
the right wing. Conor finished the season in great form 
with some good goals scored. You can tell when Conor 
plays well - she doesn’t fall over and scrape her knees. 
This year she hardly fell at all. Thanks Conor, see you 
next year.
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Womens Provisional 2 Gold (cont)

sarah smith – (Halfback)
Sarah joined us during the season and was an immediate 
asset to the halfback line – on more than one occasion 
completely eliminating the opposition’s winger from the 
game.  With a great hit and enormous speed out on 
defensive short corners, Sarah has been sadly missed in 
the latter part of the season which she has missed due 
to injury.  We look forward to a full season with Sarah 
fighting fit next year.

alice Walsh - (Halfback)
Alice as one of the best kept secrets in the Provisional 3 
team, contributed enormously in many of our games with 
her tireless running and well timed disposals from the mid 
field.  Thanks Alice for your efforts this season, we hope 
you will be back again with us next year.

Caitlyn surman - (Forward)
Caitlyn was our “Legs” in the first half of the season. 
Would never stop running and pushing into the circle. 
Ended games a bit tired but that was mainly due to the 
fact it was her second game for the day. Unfortunately 
we could not hide Caitlyn in our team for too long as the 
second team coach snatched her from our grasp and 
Caitlyn played out the season in the Promotional 2s. 
Thanks for your help Caitlyn, try to push for the top team 
next year.

To all the following players who helped us out in times of 
crisis – many thanks - 
Kimberley Grace Wilson
Andre Wiseman
Kelly McCall
Maris Margetts
Jamie Greenacre
Sheridan Gore
Vanessa Martin
Steff Dixon
Claire Hadley
Krystal Walker
Bianca Byrne
Tandia Wilkinson

titan Ford

192 Leach Highway 
Melville 6156 
Phone: (08) 9333 5544
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Womens Provisional 3 Black

This team of young women played each game with a winning ethos.  Scores may not have shown such but the team 
always held together, ran hard, encouraged each other and are a great credit to the club.  

We had some poor umpiring, as all teams do, but not once did they give a word of complaint.  Throughout the season 
we worked on short passing play which caused havoc to stronger teams.

Credit and thanks to Melissa from the team for organising and collecting the junior players.  

It has been a pleasure to have coached this team for the year.

 - Frank Williams -

alecia mcCall
Versatile player for us this year who has played in defence 
and attack and always with great vigour

alice Walsh
Was our centre half and gave balance and stability to the 
defence and attack

annette schwarz
Has been our left wing and has shown improvement each 
round

ashley Welton
First year of hockey and proved to be serious about playing 
right wing

Claire Hadley
Played the season at left half and held it with confidence 
and zeal

elle Woollams
Played right half with a high work-rate until her season was 
cut short with a foot injury and she was greatly missed

erica remedios
Rotated through positions and settled at right half where 
she grew in confidence

Krystal Walker
Was one of our reliable fullbacks who helped the younger 
U15’s and U17’s who filled in for us

melissa Lowe
A leader both on and off the field, she is always positive 
and a great asset to the team

Peta Lock
Ventured into the forward line this year and slotted some 
nice goals

sara Paul
Started as our centre half before she moved to attack and 
proved to be fleet-footed

tandia Wilkinson
Our prized goal keeper who saved many a game for us

WeStern irrigation
Leaders in water management 
for over 30 years

19 Shields Crescent, Booragoon
9330 1144
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Womens Metro 1

Lynda Forbes
Plays her game with the same enthusiasm and zest that 
she lives her life, and looks gorgeous doing it.

Song: Pretty Woman (or I’m a Barbie Girl)

Kylie Hankinson
Fortunate we are to have this ‘cool dude’ play with us old 
boilers.  Always reliable.

Song: I get knocked down and I get up again

nicola ogden
Big voice and big heart.  Just what we need down the 
back.

Song: You’re the voice, try and understand it

Carolyn Caydamar
If she’s not sick, she’s holidaying – played enough to qualify 
for the finals – thanks Carolyn.

Song: We’re all going on a summer holiday

Celia Bavcevich
Rock of the back line.  One of our first year metro girls.

Song: Like a virgin

Helen Constable
Without her instant Deb, she has blossomed and become 
our solid goal scorer

Song: Hot Potato

athlene ‘Hot pit’ marshall
New heart that beats faster.  All a** no class.

Song: Victim of a foolish heart 
         (she wanted Simply the best but ‘need I explain?’)

maree ‘Pic’ ainsworth
Always worth a laugh – on and off the field, and still a 
Picasso when playing or working.

Song: I am a rock, I am an island

Jan Davis
Where would we be without our fearless leader.  We only 
need one chief and she’s our gal.

Song: Hail to the Chief

ali Congdon
Showed the same finesse on the field as she did off the 
field with her classy tats.  (Just ask Bob)

Song:  I’m still lost, but running

maris margetts
Supplied the best nibbles.  Plays the ball with skill and 
experience.

Song: Too young to die

and thanks to all our extras

Song: Thankyou very much for your kind donation.

Editor’s note:  The songs were chosen by a select panel 
to reflect the ‘essence’ of the individual.  The panel will 
remain nameless, and no correspondence will be entered 
into with any disgruntled player.

Photo courtesy of Guy Hickey
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Mens Metro 1

We had an up and down year, with our biggest problem being player availability throughout the season. Early in the season 
we were sitting in the top 4 after being unbeaten for several games in a row, before injury, holidays, work obligations 
and general lack of commitment resulted in us dropping towards the relegation zone. Good fun year with several of our 
younger players showing great improvement, we look forward to next year!

Brad Wake (Goalkeeper)
Brad was our star goalie, showing much improvement 
throughout the year.  A highlight was in one game when 
an opposition player had a shot at goal saved by Brad, 
made the comment that he should be playing at least 2s! 
Some major problems with his game are the woeful haircut 
he turned up with every week, and his amusing attempts 
at trying to be a field player when other teams were short 
(and even when they weren’t).

michael ashley (Fullback)
Sticky played fullback despite legitimate claims of being a 
forward all year. Took pride in hitting corners: that was the 
closest he could get to playing up front. Still the only useful 
thing he can do is hit the ball pretty hard.

andrew King (Fullback)
Kingy was drafted into the glamour team after the first game 
to fill one of the fullback positions. Kingy’s strong tackling 
made him an asset to the team, but he really needs to learn 
to shut up. Kingy always seemed to get hit by the ball, but 
always soldiered on for the team. 

Dan Zachnich (Halfback)
First season for Dan at Melville, he became a very reliable 
defensive halfback.  Sometimes turned up injured due to a 
lack of commitment by playing footy in the mornings. His 
positional play improved greatly throughout the year, should 
do well again next year.

Chris Geers (Halfback)
Geersie was our centre half for the year, as he thought 
that would be the position where he could just stand there 
and run the least. Played best when there were no other 
Geers’ in the team as he didn’t waste time abusing them 
about their play.

andrew scanlon (Halfback/Fullback)
Scanners was a useful addition to the team when he wasn’t 
injured or away and actually decided to turn up. The above 
factors limited Scanners to about 5 games for us this year. 
Provided some useful coaching tips to our less experienced 
brigade, and was always welcome to donate lots of money 
to the fines kitty for his indiscretions.

John Cooke (Forward)
Cookey was our hard running, hard working inside forward 
who constantly got beaten up by the opposition every week. 
Cookey, being one of our older brigade, also succumbed 
to the injury curse when he broke his wrist and was sorely 
missed. Quite disappointing to see Cookey unusually 
behave himself in most games of the season.

mark Lyons (Forward)
Clarry was our other inside forward, and like Mr Cooke 
succumbed to injury due to old man syndrome. Still a very 
important player in the side, was often required to play 
other positions when the team was struggling for numbers. 
Hopefully is back next year and not talked into playing 
vets.

Cameron Porter (Forward)
Cam was always relied upon to run lots during games, as 
many of the others wouldn’t run at all. Always looking to 
pick fights, only managed to get into one of any significance 
which resulted in a rest behind the goals. Always managed 
to pretty himself up for games, often using a full can of hair 
gel to make sure he looked the goods.



37

Mens Metro 1 (cont)

Lloyd King (Forward)
Lloyd was our madman who ran around the forward line, 
trying impossible moves and low percentage plays. The 
hardest things he tried often came off, but the simple things 
proved to be difficult. Managed to score his first goal late in 
the season with an impressive 1 hand reverse stick drag (he 
didn’t touch the ball) around the goalie which he then tapped 
in. Highlight was apparently deliberately lifting the ball into 
an opposition player and almost causing a brawl.

Chris inglis (Forward)
We imported Chris into our team early on, seeing him as 
a man who actually had some fitness and was willing to 
listen to the senior group, as well as always being up for 
bevvies after the game. Probably suited to a defensive 
position, ended up in the forward line and scored a few 
goals while improving his skills greatly. Probably the most 
useful thing he did was to allow us to use his house for the 
end of season function….

steve Walsh (Forward)
Walshy was our super quick winger who often caused 
many headaches to opposition teams.  Was well suited to 
this grade where most opposition fullbacks were slow and 
Walshy could just sprint around them at the speed of light. 
Highlight was when Geersy tried to drop him only to see 
him recalled and play the game of his life.

Along with our core group of players, we had an entourage of 
players who filled in for us at times to ensure we had a team 
on the park each week. Thanks to the following players who 
helped throughout the year. Apologies if I forgot anyone

Bruce Hancock, Nic Geers, George Watts, Kirby Sarre, 
Sean Ranford, Hamish Burton, Dylan Hadley, Brad Potter, 
Matt Read, Chris James, Chris Criddle, Aki Etelaaho

Wisdom according to George
(Excerpts from Match Reports)

A journey of a 1000 miles starts with a flat tyre and a bro-
ken fan belt. An early goal set the tone for the rest of the 
match. With our disciplined basics dominating the opposi-
tion. Remember the rules for the rest of the season.

The early bird gets the worm, however when the lawnmower 
cuts the grass, the grass hopper triumphs. First half lacked 
structure and was ordinary at best. Second half brought 
structure and the lawn mower. 

A duck paddling on a pond looks calm and serene, yet un-
der the water his legs are working hard. Flat tyre fixed, fan 
belt still flapping. I am the walrus. Great fight back young 
sirs. Remember the three rules.

A possum in a paddock of kangaroos looks out of place. 
We all need to be kangaroos or possums. Whatever happens 
we all need to be marsupials. Steer clear of echidnas and 
Platypus. They may be related but I don’t believe it. 

When food is scarce, some animals have been known to eat 
their own young. The female praying mantis kills and eats 
the male in the throes of passion. Parents have a tough job! 
To ensure you don’t get the nickname “Gummy” later in life, 
remember your mouthguard!

They say that 1000 monkeys locked in a room with 1000 
typewriters will eventually produce a work of Shakespeare. 
I think they will end up fighting their own excrement. Our 
organization is getting better than this sort of monkey busi-
ness.

All warfare is based on deception. Hence when able to at-
tack, we must seem unable, when using our forces, we must 
seem inactive, when we are near, we must make the enemy 
believe we are far away, when far away we must make them 
believe we are near. Hold out baits to entice the enemy, feign 
disorder and crush him.

When a submarine dives, the pressure rises and rivets want 
to pop. That is when its construction is tested. Also, when 
bartering with an Egyptian in a market, start at a low price, 
have patience and rewards will come.

Given sufficient velocity a wet noodle can pass straight 
through an anvil. Sometimes you’re a speedy noodle and 
sometimes you’re the anvil. Sometimes you’re a soggy nod-
dle splattered against iron. Be the speedy noodle!

There is a constant war between good and evil that can 
never be resolved. Today evil won the battle. Don’t let them 
win the war!

We fought for truth, justice and the last skittle in the 
packet. Chaos, panic and disorder- my work here is done.
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Mens Metro 2 Gold

Cam robinson & Dylan Hadley
Cam “the clean sheet man”. A stellar season worthy of any 
scrap-booker’s most special page.  The number of clean 
sheets is a testament to his skills, however, many of the 
games that did result in a goal against the team, were due 
to a marshmallow ‘kick and miss’ at an opponent’s shot at 
goals. Thanks Dylan for filling in as goalie for three games 
this year, some spectacular work at training this year.

Chris Criddle
Another year of up’s & down’s between the 1’s & 2’s. Chris, 
not opposed to the ‘nooner’ as witnessed at the last years 
windup, we only wish that his performance off the field was 
as consistent as on. The person the team relies on to run 
it out of defence (no offence to Aki).

andrew Criddle
When it gets to the stage when you play Raiders and one 
of their guys says “I still owe you from last game,” you 
know they are talking to Andy (Karma is a bitch).  With 
the usual lack of compassion for people tackling from the 
wrong side, as well as an atrocious tomahawk (which I’m 
still yet to see connect with a ball), Andy is a guy you can 
count on to fire up people from both teams.  Played a magic 
Challenge Cup game and has suffered, amazingly, from a 
lack of injuries.

matt Geers
Our little “R” boy, he is as annoying to us, as he is to the 
opposition, his lack of wit is amazing. Matt has made the 
role of centre half his this year, this has been due to the 
efforts of the players around him running and screaming for 
the ball, which has forced him to PASS it. It’s always hard 
being one of the middle children in a family!

aki etelaaho
With the addition of some 17’s to the team this year, Aki 
started to feel good about his game.  It meant less running 
but also, instead of just the marginally fair shirt-front’s he is 
renowned for; it was a chance to protect our young’uns.  Still 
capable of playing two games in one day (Vets and Metros), 
Aki remains the slow-moving road block and “centimetre 
perfect” passes, on which this team is built.  

adam sparkes
You always know its going to be a fun season when your 
stick gets smashed clean in half by the opposition in the 
first game and you get fined for having a #$@%-weak 
stick. Ribsy managed a solid season with some enjoyable 
off-field antics.  Even with a new stick, his hitting power is 
as good now as it ever has been. Good to have him back 
in the 2’s this season.

174 Leach Highway 
Melville 6156 

Phone: (08) 9330 6222
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Mens Metro 2 Gold (cont)

mitch Welten
Being a “Welten”, the delusions of grandeur weigh heavily 
on his soul!  It has been good to once more have a team 
grommet to get our drinks from the bar.  Still fancies his 
chances on turf and trains with the State 3’s, but what he 
doesn’t know is that we’ve already told them he’s rubbish 
and belongs to the Mighty Mighty Metro 2’s. 

edward neesham
Missed 5 or so weeks of the season, then strolls back the 
week of the challenge cup.  After about 5 seasons in the 
same team however, it’s just not the same without Teddy 
around. It had been a lot quieter before and after the game 
while he was away. People were passing up forward and 
our winning streak grew to epic proportions.  Once he was 
back we lost the challenge cup…co-incidence? You may 
think so.  We blame Teddy’s occasional solos and moments 
of brilliance up forward disrupting our normal hackneyed 
approach to winning.

nick Geers, sam Geers, mark timmel, sean ranford
This motley bunch comprised our super-sub bench for the 
season.  Recruited from the 17A’s, it was a chance for them 
to strengthen their game playing seniors and a chance for 
us to get some fresh blood and young legs into the team.  
Ramma was solid all over the field however missed a gimme 
from the top of the D and as such is now required to pass 
once inside the 25.  Timmel was pretty handy at right half 
but if he beat the opponent the first time, he wouldn’t have 
to tackle a 2nd and 3rd time in order to take it back off them.  
Nick and Sam were also fairly reliable but with standard 
Geers behaviour, could benefit from not having an older, 
less accomplished brother on the field at the same time!

 
michael Girdlestone
We have come to rely on Girdy’s presence in both the half-
line and up forward and although he makes our centre half 
run to him to retrieve poorly hit passes more often than we’d 
like, the fact he passes at all puts him at a level above the 
rest of our team.  Gets a run up forward every now and again 
but unfortunately with people like Chippies and CJ in the 
team, goals are hard to come by! Those heavy white shorts 
should be dry before the game, not during.

Gary Gnarlesborough
Gary’s pirouettes leave us all in a spin and dizzy.  The fact 
remains however that he is remarkably successful when it 
comes to beating his direct opponent, then himself, 1 on 1.  
Claims he enjoys the tighter structure the 2’s play over the 
3’s.  This is despite the fact we are yet to figure out what 
our structure is.  

Brad Potter
Chippies, Candy-man, Seagull – he gets called it all.  With 
names like those though you can probably figure out he 
scores a fair chunk of our goals.  The fact that he spends 
90% of his time on-field inside the attacking ’D’ may have 
something to do with it.  The rest just comes down to 
finishing.  Pass him the ball elsewhere on the field and he 
may be up to the task of beating a defender, but is usually 
looking for the pass to CJ. Give him the ball within 10 yards 
of the goals and defenders beware!

Chris James
CJ, an avid Bingo player (and fined heavily for it after the first 
game) is the other half of our dynamic goal scoring duo. He 
runs all day, fires up when we don’t send the long ball and 
usually plays better angry (sometimes).  Our team doesn’t 
really have a set structure up forward, but when you have 
two guys that are consistently scoring, why change? Always 
on the look-out for his friends on the attacking base-line.

Dan Pickering
Picko, good as a right-half, when not restricted by the size 
of the field - maybe a wider stick or cricket bat may assist 
in picking up the square balls.  Some think that having a 
kid is a legitimate excuse to miss a few hockey games? 
Always a pleasure to have him on the field when available 
and always makes the opposition pay, except when having 
a shot at goals!
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A season that was filled with ups and downs and all sorts of dilemmas. We had some new comers to the team this season 
who were all welcome and bought some new skills and experience. Unfortunately those skills and experience were no 
match for some of our opposition. We had a lot more losses than we had wins which saw us towards the lower end of 
the table. Some of our players need to learn how to read the fixtures and turn up to the right field, at the right time, and 
on the right weekend. (You know who you are!) Overall it was an enjoyable season and hopefully we will see everyone 
return next year for another go at it. 

Mens Metro 3 White

tom Hoffman
A welcome member to the team this year. Tom has shown 
great skills on the field and even better skills travelling 
with the band, so unfortunately he couldn’t play every 
week. Though when he was able to play he bought a lot 
of strength and some lovely fluoro shoelaces that had 
everyone commenting at one stage or another.

Darren Kidd
This year Darren turned into a bit of a part time player. He 
always seemed to be jetting off someplace - not too sure 
why. I know if I had the choice I’d rather be laying on a beach 
in Phuket or checking out the weather in Melbourne too. 
When he has been in the state he has showed up to the 
games, though not always to the right venue, and he was so 
keen one week that he showed up when we had a bye.

scott sparkes
Once again out gallant goal keeper has returned to lead us 
for another year. Though we have had some pretty terrible 
losses Scott almost always kept his cool - because unlike 
some people, Scott plays worse when he gets all fired up, 
not better. He has tried to implement some training and drills 
but when the team turns up at game time (if not after) then 
it is a bit hard. Always thinking about hockey, even though 
wife Kate is pregnant, they seemed to have timed it so that 
the little bundle of joy is due after the hockey season so it 
does not affect any of the games.

mark Baskerville
One of our “time” players, he shows up at game time, if 
not afterwards. Mark decided to rejoin the hockey world 
after a 17 year absence. Unfortunately he didn’t brush up 
on the rules, but his team mates and the spectators made 
sure he knew when he had done something wrong - yes 
Mark, you now have to take the ball out of the D on a short 
corner. He does bring some aggression to the game and 
is not afraid to have a go at the umpires, though he is not 
always correct about the ruling.

James Butcher 
Our steady full back, James is always putting his body on the 
line and coming away with some very impressive bruises. 
James is a bit like the brick wall between the opposition and 
our goalie. Most of the time he stops them in their tracks, 
however when they come at him in groups of 3 or more we 
can forgive him if he lets them through.

Josh Gardner
Not too sure how Josh keeps an eye on the ball with his hair 
always getting in the way. You just really want him to get a 
haircut or at least give him a pack of hair lackies, though 
not seeing may be the key to his success. Well either way, 
he is a steady player to have on the team.

ricky Francis
This year we tried Ricky as a full back and a half back and 
he really has shined. Ricky would have to be one of our 
quietest players. He turns up to all the games before game 
time and he turns up to training every week as well. He really 
does try hard, though I don’t think we have ever heard him 
speak.  Will be glad to have him back again next year, and 
maybe have a conversation or two with him.

Dylan Hadley
Our leading goal scorer. It all started when he scored a 
goal when none of his family was there to see, so he had 
to repeat this when he had his supporters, not that we mind 
having goals scored. We are not too sure how Dylan keeps 
scoring (not too sure he knows either) but he just seems 
to be in the right place at the right time. Sometimes he has 
been stolen by the Metro 2’s to keep for them, but since 
they kept returning him we didn’t mind too much.
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Mens Metro 3 White (cont)

Kate sparkes
Our ever reliable team manager. This year we all got to see 
Kate get bigger and bigger as her pregnancy progressed. 
She is never afraid to tell us the truth about our game and 
all of our faults. She always had the paperwork and reports 
filled out on time, even though sometimes the reports never 
quite made it to Brad to get into the newsletter. She wished 
she could be out on the field too but thanks to our esteemed 
goalie she was knocked up for the season, so was not 
allowed to be on the field. Maybe she will make her come 
back for next year.

the supporters
Our loyal support group consisted of our manager, a Wake 
or 3 (yes more of them) and normally one or both of Dylan’s 
parents. They turned up every week, rain, hail, shine or 
snow, and watched us try, succeed, embarrass ourselves 
consistently. We even called upon Barry Wake (yes another 
one!!) to umpire every now and then, though I know for a 
fact that Barry would have rather umpired every week, just 
so there was some quality in the umpiring. A big thankyou 
to you all and of course you will be welcomed back to watch 
us next year.

Geoff Hunt
“Doctor Chip.” Chip has been such an entertaining player, 
even before he steps onto the hockey field. Every week we 
wait patiently for him to rock up (yes, he is another one of 
our “on time” players) just to see what drama he brings... 
forgotten socks, forgotten contact lenses, car broken down, 
and the list goes on. We actually get quite nervous when he 
turns up before game time with everything ready to go.

Justin Wake
Wake #1. Back again for another year as our full back. Justin 
has brought back his lovely hit which he controls sometimes. 
Every now and then (if he has been a good boy) we even 
let him have a run around in the front line, though to date 
he has not scored a goal.

matt Wake
Wake #2. The return of another Wake (as if you could keep 
them away). Matt came back to us much the same as last 
year, though he did shave off that goatee that he had. Matt 
is another quiet player. He rocks up well before game time 
and just goes off on his own to warm up without speaking 
too much. Has an interesting hitting style which always 
has the opposition a bit worried. A great season and will be 
welcomed back next year.

David Wake
Wake #3. Well, you really can’t give any of the Wake boys 
a nickname of their last name. We had 3 full time Wake 
players on our team this year. It was great for their family 
though because they just had to rock up for the one game. 
David is another quiet player, though he does try hard. 
Always giving it a go, and even willing to tackle fellas twice 
his size.  A very handy player to have on the field.

Brad Wake
ANOTHER WAKE!  Brad is the stellar keeper for the Metro 
1’s, but we can’t seem to keep him off the field for our quality 
team. As it ironically turns out he is one of our better players, 
which is quite good for a goalie. It is just unfortunate that the 
fixtures clash some weeks and he can’t come for a run, we 
all know that it breaks his heart when he has to miss out.
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Mens Metro 4

matt Willis (rW, c)
The reluctant captain of the Scrubbers side, Matt was 
forever heard to be asking if someone else wanted a turn 
as captain before each game (no one ever listened). His 
brilliant run in the dying seconds of the Cup final across half 
the field, past two defenders, and the goalie shall be known 
as the best “almost” goal of the year. 

Dean Walker (GK, vc)
To opposition strikers, Dean must appear to be the most 
monstrous, fearsome, unpassable figure in the Metro 
4s. Little do they know, but Deanos is actually relatively 
quietly spoken compared to most of the rowdy crew in 
the Scrubbers; and he became the father-figure for the 
youngsters in the side who didn’t have their driving licenses. 
Dean played a phenomenal season, stopping dozens of 
certain goals, and winning us the Challenge Cup with his 
two penalty saves.

mark myers (FB)
The Drew Banfield of the Scrubbers side, Mark has been 
a familiar figure at full back since the Dark Ages. That is, 
except when there is a Dockers home game on, or when 
Mark gets the game time mixed up and goes off to Freo 
for a few beers instead. Mark was the rock of the Melville 
defence throughout the season: a rock that threw itself 
everywhere whenever it could. “Hey ump – you can’t dive 
at the ball like that” was a familiar cry from opponents when 
Mark was near the ball.

Dan ‘Wilko’ Wilkinson (FB)
A guy who uses far too many “Your Momma” jokes, Wilko 
started off his Scrubbers career as a self-fancied forward. 
But it only took us one game to realise the truth and demote 
him to full back. His penalty shot in the Challenge Cup shall 
forever be known as the worst flick in the history of hockey 
to actually score. 

A brilliant season by the almighty Scrubbers has seen us come second in the Metro 4 league, and amazingly saw 
us win our first Challenge Cup in known history. To beat the previously unbeaten Lakers in the Cup shall forever be 
remembered by the fellas, mainly by Matt since he promised to shout the team a beer if they won (it seemed like a 
safe promise at the time). Although we played at least half our games without a full side, we only lost three games all 
season – we actually seemed to play better without the “unnecessary” hassle of substitutions!

Colin Barnden (rHB)
The side’s resident cripple must have broken the Scrubbers 
record for number of games missed due to injury. Some 
believe that he caught gout from old man Myers. But 
whenever he was allowed out of the intensive care unit of 
the hospital, he became quite useful since he was the only 
halfback who didn’t see the need to push forward to try and 
score a goal whenever possible (what is it with half backs 
and scoring goals?).

John Harmsen (CHB)
John tried his very best to avoid playing hockey this year, but 
once we got hold of him, we refused to let him leave. The 
best all-round player in the side, John was forever setting 
up brilliant play after brilliant play. That is, unless he was 
substituted off…where he would do his best to avoid being 
subbed back on.  

Cheyne Jansen (LHB)
Cheyne remains a mystery for the other guys in the side. 
His presence seems to occur completely at random, and 
it may possibly be related to the alignment of the planets 
in the solar system. When he did arrive though, he was a 
welcome addition to the side.

alex ‘aJ’ Wragg (ri)
Wilko’s partner in crime, AJ does not know how to stay 
quiet during a game. His endless chattering must drive 
opposition players crazy. He also drove his team mates 
crazy. His mother was present at many games throughout 
the season, but was never actually seen by the guys: Wilko 
claimed that she was quite the looker, however!

Joshua ‘Kamikaze’ smales (CF/LW)
After having his preferred left wing spot stolen from him 
early in the season, Josh adapted well to his new role as 
the seagulling centre forward (we all know that wingers do 
all the hard work!). He also became the target of many flying 
hockey balls, and copped more than his fair share of bruises. 
Although it took him until the final game of the season to 
score his promised hat-trick, he more than made up for it by 
scoring the winning penalty in the Challenge Cup final.
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ross Hall (CF)
The leading scorer in his U15s side, young Ross made the 
occasional appearance to fill in for the Scrubbers side. We 
gladly gave him a game, as firstly, he is certainly a superstar 
in the making, and secondly, he was very good at pissing 
off opposition players: how he didn’t get his face punched 
in will forever remain a mystery.

David ogden (Li/CHB)
Yet another youngster poached by the Scrubbers, David 
made a few appearances in the side throughout the season. 
One of Wilko’s and AJ’s mates, he was surprisingly sensible 
(unlike those other two clowns!) and played some solid 
hockey. 

Also many thanks go to the following players who filled in at 
various stages of the Scrubbers season: Liam Woodward, 
Kyle Tobitt, Rob Walker, Nicholas Tate, Mark Tate, Edward 
Neesham, Chris James, Tony Illman, Dylan Hadley, Nicholas 
Geers, Samuel Geers, Andrew Criddle, Mathew Bowater, 
Ryan Burr, Nic Mathwin, Ricky Francis and David Wake.

Mens Metro 4 (cont)

Chris Lees (Li/LHB)
For absolutely every game this season Chris managed to 
turn up either late or as the first whistle sounded. This often 
caused panic within the side as we were usually struggling 
for numbers. But to his credit, he did arrive eventually for 
every game this season (a feat only equalled by Dean). 
Chris’ runs out of defence set up most of our attacking 
opportunities this season.

roger mellor (LW)
Old man Roger made a long awaited return to hockey this 
season, and flat out refused to play any position other than 
wing. Luckily we allowed it, as he became the side’s leading 
goal scorer with a dozen goals throughout the season. 
Roger is also the provider of the team’s fan club, with his 
family and dog often cheering us from the sidelines.

Clint Chase (rW)
Clint had managed to successfully avoid playing for the 
Scrubbers all season until he was spotted by John on the 
sidelines one game. A spare shirt and socks were quickly 
found and he was put to work. His match fitness appears 
to have degenerated over the last couple of years…
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Veterans 1 (Midweek) - Men

Injuries, injuries and more injuries, the only way you could describe our season.  The season 
started promising with a core group of 18 players all eager to play and for our first couple of games 
we were very competitive.  Then the injuries started and it all went down hill from there.  But we 
finished on a high note with a 6 - 2 thumping of WASPS, followed by an enjoyable curry, a few ales 
in the bar and talks of an improved season next year.  

Well done to all those that played during the season, on last count we had used 24 players over 
the season, and a big thanks to our goalie - Crowey for organising us during the year and making 
sure we had at least 11 players every week.

We came.

We played hockey (at last).

We won and feasted on curry.

What a great way to spend a Monday night.

See you all next year.
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Veterans 1 - Women

Retirement, defection to other clubs and wanting to concentrate on ‘serious weekend hockey’ saw 
our squad at the start of the season look rather grim – we had even lost our coach! (I note that 
Vicky has done a great job coaching ‘serious’ weekend hockey). 

Fortunately the club is attracting new blood all the time, and this saw the arrival of some keen new 
players, welcome aboard Dee Murphy, Ali Menengola, Sara Hofmeester and Jill Kerr. This, along 
with the return to regular vets hockey at Melville of some familiar faces (Kymberley Wilson, Anne 
Pekaar and Marie Intini) and a promotion to the top grade (Yvette Job) saw the team take shape. 

With such a dramatic change in line up it took some time to gel together, but we were scoring a 
few goals and felt sure we could pinch a few games. Maybe not win the championship, but we 
could shape the four. Then the injuries started - broken elbows and toes, strained shoulder joints 
and torn ligaments. Surprisingly not much blood was spilt this year, but holidays, illness and 
family commitments caused a few absentees, then having two double bye rounds stopped any 
momentum we may have gathered and hampered the attaining of any fitness. 

To have a team each week, we called on the able services of Allison Hall, Maris Margetts, Robyn 
Pease, Marie Ainsworth and Patty Davis plus making sure that every time Gail Anderson came up 
from Esperance she played. To these girls we say thank you. We would also like to thank Donelle 
Smith who filled in from the other vets side until we learnt it was against the rules and we lost the 
only points we had! 

A special mention must be made to Jan Davis who, year in, year out is the backbone of the team, 
ensuring we have eleven each week, and this year coming out of vets and management retirement 
to not only ably make up the numbers and fill in, but to become a permanent valuable member of 
the team. Shame she broke that elbow. Sincere thanks Jan.

Well that is the story of 2007, don’t get me wrong we had fun, played some great hockey and will 
be back to do it all again next year!

Photo courtesy of Guy Hickey
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Theresa Rayfield
Theresa is a huge asset to our team. She often leaves 
the opposition bewildered, threading her way through an 
impossible gap before speeding up the wing and hitting the 
perfect cross shot into the D. Her hits are fast and accurate 
and often result in a goal. She also participates in our 
important after-game socialising whenever she can – an 
essential part of any Vets 2 game. 

Helen Doyle
After being recruited by Deb as a fill-in in last year, Helen 
joined the team as a regular member this season. Helen is 
a great team person – always smiling, relaxed and positive 
– and has proved herself to be a most reliable defender at 
left full back, saving the day on many occasions.  She has 
also proved to be an excellent recruit off the field, as she 
is very social and happy to stick around after the game for 
a red wine or two!!

Lynda Forbes
Lynda is an excellent left wing scoring lovely goals from the 
left post most games.  Great team and club person, always 
positive and encouraging.   Always organising whatever’s 
needed during the season on and off the field.  What would 
we do without you, Lynda? :) 

mhairi angus
Mhairi is our most entertaining player on the field.  If she’s 
not confronting abusive opposition players, she’s on the 
ground suffering from yet another injury.  And just when 
you think she’s out for the count, she’s up again scoring 
the winning goal for the team.

Carolyn Caydamar
Carolyn makes a svelte figure cutting up the forward line, 
with an occasional foray into the world of defence when she 
dons the mantle of half back.  Her leggy speed and unique 
ability to knock the ball forward in the face of the opposition, 
run through them and pick it up on the other side makes her 
a valuable asset to the team.  A few disappearances due 
to injury and holidays left the team bereft of her grace.  A 
successful season, hopefully to be repeated in 2008.

Fleur mason
A new player to the team this year, and our emergency 
fill-in, Fleur has fitted into Vets 2 as if she’s always been 
there.  Great asset to the team, providing good speed and 
great skills, and happy to play in any position.  Now she 
has a taste of it, let’s hope she becomes a full-time team 
member next season!

Veterans 2 - Women

Lee Maxfield
It has been a hard year without Lee filling her spot as 
full back for most of the year. Her experience and ability 
showed every time she played, and our opponents were 
as relieved to see her leave as we will be to see her return 
next season. Lee’s input was invaluable, both off the field 
and on, with judicious comments at half-time always given 
with the aim of improving the team, rather than criticising. 
We miss you, Lee – hurry back!

Donelle smith
Donelle has been an inspiration to the team, especially 
after her move to centre half.  Her “Thorpedo” look has 
contributed to her speed across the pitch and her ability to 
track opposition players everywhere and anywhere.  Her 
ability to read the play and hit the killer pass has kept us 
in many games throughout the season.  Excellent effort 
Donelle.
 
nic ogden
Ever reliable Nic had another great season in the heart of 
the defence - what would we do without her!  To go with 
her strong hit that we all know and love, Nic has gained 
the confidence to transfer the ball across the ‘D’ adding a 
new dimension to the team and keeping the coach happy.  
However, Nic hasn’t quite got the ear for the Scottish 
twang - she is shouting “Quickly Nic!” - Something to work 
on for next season.
 
annette scholten
Annette has shown great commitment to the team while 
juggling work commitments on a Wednesday night.  She’s 
always enthusiastic and isn’t frightened to put pressure 
on the opposition, winning quite a few balls on the right 
of midfield.  Looking forward to seeing you on the pitch 
more next year.

marie Farrow
Marie the dynamo.  She is fast, fiery and fabulous.  A 
fantastic combo for a hockey player, and even more 
fantastic, she is on our team.

alene ivey
Alene has had a wonderful year in goals, she controls 
everyone (including the opposition if they get to close) 
in the D with great confidence and strength.  Where 
would we be without Alene’s agility and her great saves.  
Congratulations Alene on making the WA State team again 
this year.  And where would we be without her cheese and 
bickies to nibble on after the game.  Thank you! 
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Veterans 2 - Women (cont)

Lisa anderson
 Lisa is our little Terrier, she tears down the right side of the 
field with so much speed and tenacity that the opposition 
doesn’t know what has hit them.  Thanks for a great season 
Lisa and we look forward to playing with you again next 
year.

Deb Crompton
Deb is part of our terrific mid field, she is often seen head 
down and running the ball out of defence. Her determination 
makes her a very strong and important part of our team.  
Great season Deb.

Wizard home loanS

bull Creek

Wizard are based at the Bullcreek Shopping Centre and would love to 
offer Melville City Hockey Club members quality assistance and spe-
cial deals whenever possible on finance, refinancing, investment prop-

erties and the like.

Shop 15, Bull Creek Shopping Centre
Benningfield Rd, Bull Creek

9312 1044
bullcreek@wizard.com.au

steve mcentee
Thank you to our coach extraordinaire, we would still be 
running in circles if it wasn’t for Steve braving the cold and 
the gossiping to give us some structure in our game.  We all 
appreciate your advice and the time you have put into our 
team.  Thank you and we hope you will continue to coach 
us next season.

Guy and robbie
Thank you to our loyal supporters who brave all conditions 
to support us during the season. 
Guy deserves a special mention as our team photographer, 
Thank you for all you do on a Wednesday night Guy.
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Mens Veterans 40s Div 1&2

Crowey Crowe
 - Goalkeeper, raconteur, on-field general and McEntee 
medallist  (most consistent supporter of the ‘back-to-the-
club-after-the-game’ programme). Had a great season, 
has become more forgiving of bungling defenders –still 
said a number of very hurtful things as he retrieved the 
odd ball from the back of the net.
Oh yes, apparently he does have a first name  and it’s 
rumoured to be “John”.
So, well done John.

mark tate
 - “Tater, Tatey,”  Dynamic enthusiasm and 
encouragement on and off the field. Also known as 
“BP” or “The quiet achiever” for his unassuming goal 
scoring style. Has unfortunately lost some of his multi-
tasking ability this year – not as completely able to 
simultaneously play and umpire, compared to previous 
season. Team organiser and numbers man, thanks from 
all of us.

Geoff ranford
 - “Rammer”.  Another dependable year from Rammer, 
marshalling the mid-field, cracking short-corner shots, 
jokes, and occasional rib? Runner-up for the McEntee 
award (see Crowey Notes) and great team man. 
Should expect favourable contract conditions in 2008. 
Occasionally had to de-brief one or more of his sons 
after they witnessed – or overheard - one of our more 
epithetical losses.

Glen templeman 
– “Tempey” Not just a temporary as the nick-name might 
suggest, Glen is a welcome addition to an already rich 
forward line (OK rich in talent and personality, if not 
goals). Tempey scored some amazing goals early in the 
season, was rewarded with some undeserved injuries, 
fought on to make several good comebacks, mostly 
against opposition taunts, and finished with more good 
games. He won the “most-supporters-in-one-day” award 
on one Rockingham road trip and will be very welcome 
again in 2008.

steve Wynhorst
 – “Wonder-boy”.  Steve has been another great injection 
of youth, pace and vigour into our forward line. Great 
leading and ranging through opposition defensive 
set-ups. Uncanny knack with slide-in deflection goals. 
Clearly won the young supporters award this season – 
the rest of us envy his warm-up specialist, tactician and 
warm-down trio!

Derek Doak
“Dokey” is a great bloke, with elusive mid-field and 
forward skills, almost endless reserves of cover-defence 
energy, and is a great encourager of others. Combines 
hockey stick with stockman hat like no other. 

rob thorn
 (Nickname is whatever he tells us) One could be a 
bit scared of this peerless running full-back and over-
lapping half. Doesn’t smile much on the field – a lot is 
at stake!  Resolute in seeing our opportunity to bounce 
back. Derives his on-field energy from inter-galactic 
hockey shoes.  Almost caused a second-half forfeit late 
season when three team mates got their fingers stuck in 
these spring-loaded shoes while checking them out in 
the break.  Keeps suggesting our shirts should be purple 
not Maroon – with red and green piping and white shorts!

Greg ross
 - “Rossy” is the archetype of the canny tackling, 
unshakeable, strong-hitting full-back.  Survived a few 
bouts of Kneemoania during the season. Flexible player, 
can wear Thermo-Skins of either colour! Key member 
of the defensive short-corner unit. Winner of HockeyWA 
Vanguard award for ‘running out’ on 197 shorts this 
season.

Lindsay Borthwick
 A tower of strength, a mountain of determination, at the 
pinnacle of his game, up there with the best, heads and 
shoulders above the opposition…etc  “Big Linns” has 
a specially made stick to reach down to the planet, but 
to avoid claims of advantage, has stolen his 7 year-
old nephew’s soccer shin guards. Seriousness aside, 
Lindsay had a great year, with his keen eye and great 
sense of judgement.  Always up for a challenge, and 
another part of the now famous short-corner defensive 
unit.

Pat mathews
 – “Sveltman”. His enduring stick skills continue to 
bedazzle team-mate and opponent alike, and frustrate 
the latter. Many offensive sorties, quite a few goals 
and always persistent. Pat is a bit of a numbers 
man – knows the opposition form and stats. Always 
optimistic of a good outcome. Has threatened to start a 
World Series, Twenty-Twenty hockey outfit with invited 
quinquagenarians – we haven’t conceded to let him go 
yet!
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richard “rowdy” thurtle
 – Rowdy has been a great asset during the year, 
strengthening the attack, keeping one step ahead of the 
hamstring demon with exemplary warm-up routine, and 
working over many an unprepared defender. Constructive 
advice at half time, a great team-man, well done. Is 
planning a time-share plan with Jim and Pat to rent out 
their spare shorts and socks.

Lewis Bint
  - “Lew” played most of the season, then was picked 
off by the demon that couldn’t catch Rowdy. Strong 
supporter of the defensive short-corner structure 
(was often seen standing by applauding their efforts). 
Especially supportive of Greg Ross with his “aw no, why 
don’t you run out this time Rossy?” Lew ran out on the 
remaining 23 shorts we defended but only managed to 
score from two of them, leaving him just outside the top 
five goal scorers circle. Appeared to spend too much time 
looking up and trying out new words.

David ross
 – “Dave the Rave”  Yet another peerless defensive/
offensive right side player (how many peerless players 
can we have, ed?). Very strong in attack, and resolute in 
defence, specialising in post-match analysis. A McEntee 
honourable mention (see Crowey comments), he set out 
to bring generation change to the team, by having his 
dad along to barrack for him at many games. No-one’s 
fool, especially the opposition fancy-pants.  Great season 
Dave.

apples Watson
 – Occasionally nick-named “Mike” or “Michael” for un-
known reasons. Tirelessly roaming mid-fielder / forward. 
Great work ethic. In legal wrangle with shoe sponsor – 
Apples claims the shoes last fewer matches than they 
should, supplier wants to frame Apples’ shoes as “most 
kilometres per hockey shoes ever!”  How does that work? 
Perhaps a computer programmer could solve that one? 
Apples could certainly work harder on match day - if he 
cycled to and from the game.

Craig rowley
 – The “globe-trotter” – plays hockey in between writing 
programmes for Scandinavian giants and local minnows. 
Great asset across the half-line and the inside forward 
zone, a welcome addition and a timely return to the 
sport – well done! Versatile and a good team supporter.          
(ah, that’s mining giants and minnows, ed).

aki etelaaho
 – With a name as cool as this who needs a nick-name.  
Undying supporter of our team’s youth-challenged pro-
gramme.  Often played above and beyond his own team’s 
requirements, filling in for us everywhere from right wing 
to south Rockingham. Much appreciated.

ted neesham
 – “Teddy”.  Not as huggable as he sounds, as opposi-
tion players discovered to their chagrin. More like “Tigger” 
than “Teddy” – another one of Aki’s young mates. Also 
received a McEntee nomination for three different teams 
this year alone!

Jim moncrieff
 – “Jimbo”, predictably. A very astute overlapping half-
back (yes I know – Vets 40’s abounds with these over-
lapping half-backs). Great to have in the mix when the 
going gets tough. Nice skills under pressure and a lovely 
fella to go with it – kind of an iconic description of our 
team in many ways.  Always good to have you in the line-
up, Jim.

mr ross
 “Dad” – was our most faithful and committed supporter.  
And easily the most gracious, putting up with our weekly 
offerings with nothing but support and loyalty. The club is 
a better place for having supporters like you around (fit-
tingly, penned on Father’s Day, ed).

Apologies if we missed other cherished mates who 
helped out – thanks to families and significant others for 
their support, or at least forbearance!



50

Mens Veterans 40s - Div 3
Another season is almost over, and as usual, it’s been great to bumble through it as a team.  As usual some stand out 
performances from the boys as well as some reasonable hockey in the pauses between.  Also as usual, we started 
out with a hiss and a roar but midway through the year ended up scratching for numbers. Thanks to all the ringers that 
helped us out.  Same time next year, boys.

 
mike Jolliffe
The Australian Institute of Sport want Mike’s body so they 
can study how out of body experiences can enhance reflex 
action.  Some of his saves in the last line of defence have 
been extraordinary and have been a major contributor to 
the team gaining the honour of having more draws than any 
previous season, others have been well…ordinary.  Perhaps 
this is Mike trying to show how balanced he is by keeping 
everything even.  His full backs and half backs often step 
aside and let forwards through just to see what miracles Mike 
will perform.  Without doubt one of his best efforts yet. There 
is a belief that you have to be quite strange and different to 
be a goalie. Mike is living proof that that belief is true.

Chris avent
A man who believes in “old school” defence techniques, 
safe in the knowledge that the cameras will never pick up 
his innovative tackles and somewhat dubious man on man 
manoeuvres.  Never let it be said that youth and ability will 
beat the natural cunning of a full back willing to go the extra 
yard in defence.  Grandad remained goalless this year, 
which is how it should be in the natural order of things. 
Someone should explain to the old bloke what being on 
time is. When the whistle blows to indicate the start of a 
game and Grandad isn’t playing, everyone is relaxed with 
the knowledge that a red faced puffing back man will come 
rushing from his car, late as usual with an amazing unique 
tale on why. Early in the season he pulled a calf muscle and 
couldn’t play for several weeks. After a medical examination 
(by a qualified palaeontologist) the prognosis was changed 
because medically speaking to have a pulled calf muscle 
you must have a calf muscle in the first place.

al marshall 
The highest goal scorer in the team with his patented 
windmill attack and almost zen like goal sense Al often 
leaves the opposition thinking they have been transported 
nto a Bruce Lee action flick.  Al has been so successful this 
year that he has had to take the drastic step of undertaking 
surgery to change his identity so defenders won’t recognise 
him next season, in true dedication to the Melville tradition 
of guile and deception.
Some might find it odd, that the same time Al went off the 
playlist, his personal physician also disappeared, but that 
doesn’t warrant further comment here.   Al may have to give 
the similarly patented “oh what a feeling” goal celebration 
away next year in case other teams realise it really is Al 
Marshall.  STOP PRESS: Rumour has it that Al’s operation 
wasn’t really to make him look like Brad Pitt at all. It was all 
about surgically opening his wallet to get those $1 notes out 
for the museum, it will take Al months to recover, because 
they were the first dollars he earned. Besides the Queen 
signed them, personally.

scott Fitzgerald
“Young” Scott is a great new addition to the tradition of 
“scrubbers” hockey.  After a few reprimands from his 
colleagues, he has managed to temper overt displays of
skill until called upon to burst past opposition.  His straight 
line speed is exceptional, although an injury early in 
the season has limited his turning circle to something 
reminiscent of the Queen Mary.  Scott has scored a few 
good goals this year (but then again any goal is a good one) 
and gets better every game.  Scotty must have had a very 
hard paper round as he manages to fit in well with the other 
old war horses, but despite this, is currently competing with 
Dennis to see who has got the emptiest fuel tank by the 
end of the game. Meanwhile, the rest of us are focussed 
on remaining a bit more carbon neutral.

Bill morrison
Bill has an aversion to modern technology and has only 
just started using his daughter’s composite stick, which he 
still remains unsure of.  Despite his equipment limitations 
and apparent hearing disability, it has been a great joy to 
watch the firm of Lofel and Morrison in action taking the ball 
away from attackers and launching forward (well ok mainly 
sideways and forward).  Next season we will be strapping 
a GPS tracker (and hearing aid) on him just to see how far 
he runs.  Not such a goal scoring machine this year but still 
pretty good for a halfback. When they were handing out ball 
handling skills, the young Billy pushed to the front of the line 
and picked up his own quota and just about the rest of the 
teams.  When wound up he is unstoppable. He has been 
seen at times admiring Graeme’s cheap road-kill toupee, 
so rumour has it he may join Graeme with a rug glued to 
his head next season – watch his space.

Colin slattery
Slats the old hound dog is excellent at snooping around the 
back line and cutting any adventurist opposition forwards 
off from their charges. When I say cutting them off, that also 
includes their legs if they start to get too clever. Following 
the lead from the other old war horse back man that goes 
by the name of Grandad, Slats does his warm up on the 
freeway and likes to arrive after the siren has sounded and 
the game is well underway. Also like Grandad, he believes 
any form of preparation by stretching, putting your socks on 
or hitting the ball is for wimps and refuses to indulge in this 
foolishness. His hit outs from defence are flat and bullet like 
which is quite handy (and well earned) for any of his own 
forwards that bother to move into a space. Like a conductor 
of the London Philharmonic orchestra, Slats will direct all the 
team to stand in the correct position to block the opposition 
free hits with great success. Rumour has it that he is in love 
and rushes off after each game to be in the arms of the one 
he loves, oh well, back to normal - next year.
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mike Pitcher
Big Mike’s engine has only one speed for both walking 
and flat out sprint, luckily vets isn’t subject to the video ref 
because they’d think they were stuck in slow motion replay. 
Muddy reckons Mike makes him look like the road runner. 
We thought Mike was falling apart last year with various 
things going boing, but he has managed to keep his package 
tight and become rock solid (like cement, but not the fast 
setting kind). Big Mike is a key pivotal point for receiving 
the ball from defence, working around 6 defenders and then 
delivering it to those goal-hungry vultures lounging in the 
D screaming “Give it to me” “Give it to me”. He is a sight 
to behold at the end of each game with his face bright red, 
his shirt ringing wet when he sprints/strolls to the bar to re-
hydrate and joins actively in the post-match review.

stephen Llanwarne
Unable to make a living from playing hockey for the previous 
3 years, Stephen (AKA Mr Centrelink) fled the state for 
April, May and June (after neighbours complained about 
his singing voice) and missed most of the home season.  
Now wanted on the east coast for the heinous crime of 
impersonating a hockey player, Steven has had no option 
but to return to the west and anonymity amongst those of 
the same ability, to hone his skills. Back in Perth, Stephen 
contributes a great deal to team morale and attempts to 
reside on the reserve bench (amongst stiff opposition).

steve metcalf
When you look up the dictionary for the word “Angry” you will 
find a picture of Steve, who once shot to fame as Anthony 
but eventually found himself. There is not a person on the 
pitch who won’t be a candidate to receive the glare or verbal 
tune up. Many a referee, opposition and even a team mate 
has felt the barbed whip crack of his advice. His intensity 
comes with a huge skill set of ball control and tactics. Steve 
has a great ability to control and drive the play out of the 
back line into the D to create many scoring opportunities 
each game. As well as being hard on all around him he is 
very hard on himself as seen with post match reviews of 
that hacked at body. Steve has had a solid year.

Dennis Lofel
Last year we said “Possibly the highest work rate in the 
team,” well that can be confirmed as definitely the case.  
Dennis “Tenacious” Lofel just will not lie down and let an 
attacker pass.  In attack, he is always an option as by some 
miracle he seems to find space.  This year, Dennis has again 
seen many opposition frustrated by the halfback squad, 
which is fortunate as the full backs are often watching on 
and applauding.  Dennis will also be candidate for the GPS 
tracker and heart monitor.  Even Mythbusters can’t believe 
that someone can run around in all directions at once for 
2 full halves with their nose 6 inches off the ground while 
attacking and defending, well…the myth is not busted, 
because that is how Dennis plays. On close examination 
you will see he isn’t bald at all, he specially asks for that 
aerodynamic wide parting hairdo to enable him to travel 
faster without any wind resistance. 

Pat Hall
Possibly the oldest, but definitely the wisest player in our 
team, Pat has to apply to FESA to light the candles on 
his birthday cake, but that doesn’t keep the great man 
down.  Always reliable and cool headed, Pat has a unique 
skill to get in behind the opposition defence and creates 
many opportunities that scare the hell out of those nasty 
opposition fullbacks.  Pat’s family are all into hockey with 
his very talented wife, daughter and son showing amazing 
skills of speed, ball control and tactics that were all obviously 
inherited from the mother’s blood line. Pat is a living legend, 
and contributes a great deal to the club on and off the field. 
We are glad he is on our team this year and many more 
in the future.

Graeme Coleman
Graeme Coleman, AKA Borat. At first it was hard to 
believe that Graeme and Borat were the same person, 
but after extensive investigation (and questioning nearly 
ten independent witnesses) we realized that nobody has 
ever seen Graeme and Borat in the same room together.  
Their dress sense is also identical confirming that they are 
one and the same. Nobody invites Graeme to their pool 
parties because his lime green bathers would scare both 
the children and the neighbours. Graeme has a unique skill 
to drive the play forward with his one handed movement of 
the ball in, out and around the dazed opposition and is often 
seen trotting around entertaining a defender on his back. 
A very handy goal scorer who goes for every opportunity, 
go Borat go.

Gary thomas
Proof that practice does not always make perfect, 
“Mudguard” is best described as being built for defence and 
not speed.  There were flashes of brilliance this year when 
cool hand Gary was able to cover two or three players at 
the same time.  His fellow defenders did notice Mudguard’s 
tendency to reward himself with 20 minutes in the Melville 
City oxygen tent (and/or bar) following a short burst of 
speed or any contact with the ball.  Mudguard is one of our 
three solar powered halfbacks (a lame reference to the 
extremely wide part “hairstyle” enjoyed by all halfbacks – 
watch out John, if you play a full season as a half back you 
are expected to adopt the style). It has also been noted that 
Muddy is a lot happier this year, I suppose that comes from 
being a Collingwood supporter.  Shine on Muddy.

John maher
A man of few words but a lot of actions, Johnny is a 
formidable force on the half back line, stopping opposing 
attackers in their tracks and driving the good guys back into 
attack (lets face it, most of them aren’t capable of walking).  
John has an uncanny knack of knowing where to be at the 
right time, except for on registration day as he invariable 
ends up back with the rest of us.  When given a chance John 
likes to try his luck in the forward line and has on occasions 
scored, to very humbly and quietly celebrate before going 
back to business. When you look in the dictionary for the 
word “Gentleman” you see a picture of Johnny.
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Oh what a season!!
Each week, viewing the Divie 4’s was a big highlight for the spectators. It is difficult to understand why Foxtel didn’t 
broadcast the games live, such was the quality, and laughs.  Greying old men still playing hockey, well done boys we 
are truly impressed!!  When you were hot you were hot, when you were cold it was still worth the humor. Majority of 
the team will be moving to Over 50’s next year. Thanks for the value boys, it was great. 

Whip
King of all things hockey: tactics; sledging and that famous 
Meacock look!! In his mind he is still 20 but his body believes 
him to be a lot older. Enjoyed the cut and thrust of the game 
and keeping ahead of Egg in that #!*@& silly competition 
his wife runs. 

egg
After a rigorous selection trial made the grade this year 
and I guess he added to the side. Very versatile and skillful 
with the ball as long as he is going in a straight line at very 
slow pace.

Greg Kent
Speedy Gonzales! 40 plus year olds shouldn’t be able to 
run that fast, just look at Whip!! Blitzes down the sidelines 
creating lots of opportunities and scored a couple of 
wonderful goals. 

Chez 
A fast moving, calling forward who has been robbed of 
his best [read most] years of hockey due to injury. Is the 
ultimate physiotherapist case study who has taken injury 
to a new level, the pre game warm up. Average cost per hit 
in season 2007, $57.89.

Dt
Leaner and meaner this year, he roamed the field in search 
of that elusive goal and opponent to console after Whip 
had slated them. Generally failed on both counts due to a 
lack of skill and speed with the exception of the Challenge 
Cup where he played the game of his life. Is getting close 
to Chez in the injury stakes, and only the transition to Over 
50’s, along with numerous team mates, will keep him going 
in 2008.

tony Patten
The calming influence in the back line who was so calm 
about our seasonal prospects he went back home to 
Ireland for the last few rounds. Our chief Organiser, team 
manager and carer. Kept the boys under control when many 
a previous manager had failed. Always reliable, and there 
was an occasional sprint, OK, jog up forward. Great team 
man who enjoys his hockey.

Wayne Hudson
Father of the year and very loyal to the team. Always reliable 
in the last line of defence, and if it wasn’t for his loyalty to 
the mighty Divie 4’s, would be pushing for a spot in the 
Wizard team. Final request from the team, Wayne, marry 
that woman!!

 Colin Cooper
The reliable forward who scored the only goal in our 
remarkable Challenge Cup win [video to be released soon]. 
With the shortest steps in running history, still manages 
to fool the opposition and slots one regularly for the team.

scott Girling
Mr Agro missed a few games with some weak excuse about 
going to work in Afghanistan [the things people do to get 
out of playing with us!!] On his return [the Afgans didn’t 
want him, can you blame them?] Scotty added pace to the 
forward line. Overall contribution to the team was masked by 
the #*!@& awful Sydney Swans shirt he wore, however, all 
was understood the day he got it out of his pink backpack. 
We rest our case.

andy reynolds
The reason our games aren’t live on Fox was because of 
Andy’s shorts, R rated!! Still skillful after all these years of 
being made to look good by Whip, DT and Egg, well maybe, 
just maybe he is.
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Gus ingenuyff
Strange surname, great guy. Solid left half who softened 
them up for Big Dave to finish them off. Opposition right 
wings were soon looking to change side after Gus had 
applied that first tackle.

terry King 
Where’s Terry?

Brett Doran 
Lucky man meeting Egg and receiving an invitation to play 
with such an elite side. Vertically challenged winger.

Brett Gibbins 
New keen player – finally saw the light through the 
guidance of his son. What a great game hockey is! Quickly 
accumulating skills with so much quality advice from his 
team mates – 200 years of combined experience.

Mens Veterans 40s - Div 4 (cont)

Your business partner rather than just your accountant.

Assisting clients in business development and evaluation, taxation, 
auditing and financial planning

Contact Keith Geers on 
9316 7000 or 0438 745 908
Or email keith@gscpa.com.au

Level 1, 58 Kishorn Road,
Mount Pleasant 

Jaspal sembi
Our cool as a cucumber medical advisor who is yet to 
purchase a watch. 2.00pm is the time the game starts 
Jaspal, not the time to start thinking about leaving home!! 
Wonderful skills up front who fooled himself as much as 
the opposition with his next ball movement.

Geoff Widdicombe
Missed last years grand final which we lost and is still 
overcome with grief. Has the strangest mouth guard made, 
which matches his hockey style!! Very solid down back and 
a good team man. P.S. Geoff, when you cook hamburgers, 
you take the plastic off first!!

rob Wood
A great addition to the team this year. Solid as a rock and 
can play forward or back. In a team who all want to play 
left wing this is a very big advantage. 
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After last year’s stellar performances in Division 2, this team was rewarded with promotion to Division 1; becoming 
the first team ever to represent the Club in this grade.  While the results have not been as spectacular, the standard 
of hockey played has remained at a high level.  There are no easy games in this grade, with opposition teams fielding 
former State and Australian players and many current State Vets players.  Our team has been competitive with even 
the top teams and should be strengthened next year by the addition of a number of younger fifties moving up from the 
Over 40 division.

Thanks to all team members for their efforts this year.  Congratulations to Steve McEntee and Peter Dawkins on their 
selection in the State team.

Gary Bowater
With reduced work and coaching commitments, Gary was 
able to play a full season for the first time in a few years.  
As for his contribution to the team, what can one say? A 
quiet achiever, goal sneak, great team guy and clubman. 
Is this a dream?  No, reality – go Gary go!

Peter Dawkins
Yet another good year for Peter in his familiar centre-half 
role.  He continues to run all day and matches it with the 
best the opposition can throw at him.  That’s saying a lot 
when you consider the calibre of players in this grade.  
It’s always a pleasure to play in the same team as Peter.  
Thanks for the season.

ray Domingo
The ever youthful Ray is probably the oldest member 
of our team but still shows a good burst of speed in the 
forward line and has lost none of his lust for goals. He 
is often seen lurking around the left or right post of the 
opposition’s goal, looking to seagull an easy one. Ray 
said “siRAYnara” to our team late in the season and has 
now sold his soul for a bag full of goals to the Vets 50 Div. 
3 Team.

steve mcentee
Steve, as the Major Club Sponsor, is a hard worker for 
the Club determined to ensure that Melville Hockey Club 
is well presented and has the best facilities. Steve, all 
your efforts for the Club are very much appreciated by all 
members. While our first year in the 0/50 Div 1 this year is 
unlikely to result in finals, we have not been disgraced. If 
only those last minute draws could have been wins…
On the field, Steve maintains the same “go get em” 
attitude, is the mercurial centre forward, short corner 
receiver and goal scorer.  Steve tends to get a bit 
frustrated with himself and the team if he is not receiving 
the ball deftly and slotting it into the goals. So we have 
worked out the best way to help lift Steve’s game to a 
new level is to suggest that something be done differently, 
and sure enough Steve rises to the challenge and 
delivers, scoring more goals and contributing to our wins 
during the season. Well done Steve. Hope you enjoyed 
the season. See you next year.

Hans Geers
Hans has always given the club his best, both on and off 
the field.  He has been a very solid performer at Full Back 
this year, stopping almost every opposition “dashing” 
forward in his tracks, never allowing him to get through 
without a struggle! His jovial comments to opposition 
players are well noted.  Thanks for your dedication, time 
and effort...much appreciated.

Guy Hickey
Guy has only been playing hockey for one and a half 
seasons as a goalie; and has never played hockey in any 
form before. Last year he hardly touched the ball as we 
were so dominant in our grade.  So, this year we have 
thrown him in the deep end with the division ones and he 
has come out shining. Well done guy; you can be proud.  
Thank you for the season.

Bruce Porter
The youngster of the group. Bruce still runs hard and is 
known for his tough tackles. We think with a few more 
games under his belt he may even become friends with 
some of the opposition. That’s if he stops crunching them. 
Bruce is a tenacious player and key team member. As 
fill in full back at times, and mostly inside, showed great 
adaptability and should be able to hold his position for 
years to come. Bruce had a great season.

Vic rypp
Vic has been an invaluable yet humble member of our 
team this year. He has been called upon every week 
to fill a variety of roles in the forward line and has 
selflessly acceded to every request made of him. He is 
a hard running ball carrier and has shown maturity and 
judgement (he should at his age) in his disposal. Every 
week Vic puts in his best effort and has been a positive 
influence on this playing group.

Leo Welten
Leo took on the onerous role of Captain this year and has 
worked hard to motivate the team to greater heights. Leo 
is a competent player who has the ability to lift the side 
when he plays well. When this happens we have won. 
Congratulations on your efforts this year Leo. Well done.
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russell scanlon
After several years in premature retirement, Russell 
returned to the Club this season.  His overall skills and 
cool head proved to be a real bonus for the team.  He 
was instrumental in giving us an attacking game through 
the right side.  A great year from Russell – we look 
forward to bigger and better things next year.

 
Frank Williams
A very vocal member of our squad.  Frank spruiks 
valuable positional information throughout the game, 
communicating effectively both forwards and backwards. 
His well honed listening and responding skills are 
uncommon in this type of player.  Meld this with speed 
like that of a startled gazelle and great stick skills and 
you’ve got one very handy player indeed!  But wait, 
there’s more!  Frank also displays club commitment in the 
form of coaching.

rod Wake
As left Fullback, Rod is The Big Improver, who at the end 
of 2006 was saying I’m not good enough to play in the 
50’s Div 1 team next year. Rod is a relative newcomer to 
the sport of hockey and this year sees him as our main 
man in the last line of defence. Stepping up to the plate 
on numerous occasions he has clearly shown that his 
on field skills and confidence have improved to the point 
where he is taking on the cream of WA’s ex-first division 
players and winning. This is evident in the votes received 
from his peers in the weekly Best Players Awards. Well 
done Rod.

Thanks to the following players who have filled in at times 
through the season: Neil Ashley, Pat Hall, Tony Illman, 
Keith Jackaman, Roger Kent, Gus King, Paul Meacock, 
Johnno Orr, Tony Patton, Keith Platel, Tom Rushton and 
Gary Thomas.
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neil ashley
Jet Setter, and man of many jobs, Club Umpiring co-
ordinator, Assistant manager, Left Wing, then fullback, after 
realising he IS NOT A FORWARD. Mr Poetry in motion,  
luckily Neil was able to fill in as manager while Roger  was 
away, (nobody else knows what to do) mind you it wasn’t 
easy fitting it in between 2 visits to the US and Holidays in 
the NT and work commitments.  Good to have you back 
in the back line.

John smith
The Lone Ranger up front trying to get the attack together! 
Ran all day long.  In his old age he has been able to give 
the umpires much needed advice.  However, too much 
advice can lead to standing behind the goals (beside Eric).  
Great year John Smith, looking forward to many more goals 
next year.

Duncan mcPhail
Duncan joined us this year for his first year of playing 
hockey, hardly missed a training session on a Thursday 
night (like most of us it was to have a beer with the boys, 
and watch the girls train). Duncan has been given more 
advice than an AFL umpire at the local derby, and has 
enjoyed himself immensely. Well done Duncan.

Dave Porter
Dave is one of the most passionate people you will ever 
meet on a hockey field. Stepping down from the Div 1 team, 
with a few others, Dave went to great lengths to impart 
some of his valuable hockey knowledge to some of the 
newer players.  Despite his dodgy knees, Dave was never 
wanting for endeavor on the field and inspired the team on 
many occasions.

Johnno orr
Often called Mr Versatile (amongst other things). Johnno 
again played in a number of positions this year and showed 
his strength is in the midfield where his strong running and 
tackling skills really stand out. Johnno was a great asset 
to the team despite managing the top team again and also 
being poached by the 1’s every chance they had.

roger “Dasher” Kent
Good solid season. A highlight of Roger’s game is when he 
bursts through the inside forward position with a number of 
defenders always chasing him. Roger is very effective in 
providing pressure on the backs when they have the ball, 
often resulting in a turnover near the edge of the circle. 
From a team view he is an asset, except in a recent game 
that we lost 2-1, where he left at half time to watch an 
Eagles game.                           

eric nell
Eric started at fullback but quickly showed a flair for moving 
up the field. After a team re-shuffle, Eric slotted into an 
attacking centre half role and really excelled. He has good 
skills and runs hard all day, creating opportunities up front. 
Great season Eric.

Kelvin Woodward
Kelvin is an important team member, a solid defender, who 
has helped keep the goals against us to a minimum from 
his fullback position. With his long reach he is very difficult 
to pass, and he will often dispossess a forward who has 
cruised past and is set for a shot at goal. Kelvin has a 
powerful hit and most times he can clear the 16 area with 
ease. His tenacity (or frustration with the forwards) sees 
him every game or so run down the field from fullback to 
at least the half line. As they say “attack is the best form 
of defence”.

Geoff  riley
Geoff made a comeback a few years ago now and he seems 
to be injury free this season. This was obvious in our early 
games when he was playing at right half and having a great 
impact on the game.  Geoff would have been consistently in 
our best players and continued to set up the inside forwards 
with his drive forward.  He missed a fair few games mid 
season, and when he returned, ran himself into the ground 
a bit quicker than he would have liked, but he was back in 
the mix the following week scoring goals.

tony Ganzer
Tony joined Melville in 2007 after a 30 year absence from 
the odd hockey game. Our team was a new patched 
together side this year, and Tony was placed in the difficult 
position of Inside Left. He certainly tried very hard to learn 
the game and place himself in the best position to intercept 
or block passes to the opposition inside forwards. Tony 
also managed to slip forward and score a number of goals 
this year which is a great effort. I hope you enjoyed the 
experience Tony and come back for more in 2008.

roger Bell
The Custodian, the (real) manager, the organizer, what more 
can you say? Roger gives 100% to everything he does and 
has been a real strength for this team and Melville Vets in 
general. Great year Roger, next year try to arrange your 
holidays outside of the hockey season!

tom rushton
In Juniors, they give a ‘most improved’ player award. If 
we had one of those in Vets, Tom would win it for sure. 
Every season, Tom gets better and better and this year he 
really matured as a very valuable player for the team. His 
knowledge of the game continues to improve and he just 
never gives up. Well done Tom.
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tony illman               (Forward)
(Zim)  What can we say about Tony.  Never stops 
running, although a couple of injuries did slow him down 
a little this season.  Was happy when he scored his 
first goal for the season. Played most of our games this 
season and as he has sold his business, wasn’t seen 
travelling between Perth & Dowerin, hence missing 
some of our games.  Another part of the Thursday night 
training squad, both on and off the field, and helped 
behind the bar for various functions which was very much 
appreciated.  Look forward to seeing you in the sevens 
and fronting again next season.

Keith Jackaman        (Halfback)
 (Skinter)  The home games always had the team 
wondering how late “Skint” would be, away games was 
okay as we made sure someone picked him up.  Keith 
formed part of that strong back line, and his long reach 
and skills caught many opposing players out, and left 
them shaking their heads. Another good Clubman that 
tends to spend a lot of time Saturday evenings at the 
Club, and also the time spent behind the bar working is 
really appreciated. Thanks for your efforts and we look 
forward to seeing you next season.

ian Lyon      (Forward)
“Mouse” the old legs still keep moving and scoring many 
uncanny goals.  Combined well with the other forwards 
during the year to make a focal point to score through.  
His long reach and skills caught many opposing players 
out and left them shaking their heads.  A quite strong 
player who makes the best of his opportunities.  Who 
said old men can’t play hockey.  A great example for 
some of our younger players to see how much enjoyment 
you can get out of hockey over a long period of time.  To 
the Club’s oldest player, the team says well done Mouse.

robin Bailey    (Halfback)
Another strong year by Robin that saw him anchor the 
left half position.  Gave our opposition some grief and 
formed part of the “Terrible 3” that confused our goalie 
immensely.  What with Robin, Rob and Ron (all backline 
players) we were never sure who he was talking to.  A 
mid week vet as well, we know Robin enjoys his hockey, 
thanks for the great season and effort.

Bruce Cadd         (Forward)
Again an opportunist (Seagull) who missed a lot in front 
of the goals but also scored his fair share this season.  
Played across the forward line and filled in when needed.  
Would occasionally ring the manager and say that due to 
work commitments would be a little late, but was always 
on time.  A Club sponsor whose services a lot of us 
have used from time to time. Part of the Thursday night 
training squad off the field if work permitted, and helped 
behind the bar for various functions which was very much 
appreciated.

Geoff Corlett             (Goalkeeper)
Our Australian International Goalkeeper who acted as 
spokesman at half time, and for that matter (as all goalies 
do) all the time during the game.  Became our strategist 
to whom we listened, but not sure if we always followed 
and implemented the said strategy. Was in demand and 
played as fill in for several teams and also went interstate 
to play, and whilst away was missed dearly.  Hopefully 
next year your external commitments are not heavy, but 
thanks for all your work this season.

mike Goodman        (Forward)
Mike joined us this season, another of our gains from 
Willetton.  An avid Dockers supporter whose presence we 
missed when the fixtures clashed.  Bolstered our forward 
line and scored some great goals.  His time filling vacant 
positions was appreciated by all and if we can get the 
AFL to fixture all the Dockers games to Friday or Sunday, 
then we might see more of him next season.  Thanks for 
your work up front Mike.

Our second year in the 55’s and we finished again close to the four. As we have said before, it doesn’t happen without 
the support of our spectators and fill-in players.  We would like to thank Tom Rushton, John Smith, Wayne Hudson 
and Murray Parker who all filled in for us in our various times of need.  Next season, hopefully, we might be able to 
get Murray to join the team as a permanent member.  I would like to thank the team for their support and effort during 
the season and hope to see all back next year.

Photo by Guy Hickey
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Keith Platel               (Forward)
Another great season for our star right wing.  When 
Keith winged his way to South America, the team lost 
some of its driving force and its chief scorer.  Again, 
lots of skill which is honed in the Wednesday afternoon 
vets.  Confirmed himself as the team’s second “seagull” 
scoring some great goals, never misses the opportunity 
to put it into the back of the net.  We look forward to 
again having him with us next season, and well done for 
the one just passed.

ron thomas       (Fullback)
Mr Dependable of our fullback line along with Kingsley.  
Is part of the terrible 3 that Geoff keeps yelling at.  Ron 
soon lets the team know when he needs help or if the 
forwards squander opportunities.  Like a lot of the team, 
is also a traveller, and when he was away we missed 
his skills and dependability.  Often Ron brings Sandy 
with him, and her presence at the game is appreciated 
and the support she gives.  Ron we need you back next 
year and thanks for the work done this year.

Colin Willis         (Jack of aLL trades)
Again Colin was used in all positions this season 
with devastating effect. Always reliable in defence 
or when pushing forward. He plays the game in a 
good competitive spirit and really enjoys cracking a 
shot through the opposition to set up the play for a 
conversion. And I know the other forwards appreciate 
the passes.  One of the short corner crew, and I know 
he would like to see more conversions from this side 
of our game.  Would be another one to benefit from 
the AFL fixturing Dockers games on Friday or Sunday.  
Look forward to seeing you next season as you near 
your 500.  Thanks for the effort this season.

rob Walker     (Halfback/Fullback)
The team manager who has marshalled the troops 
each week.  Played in a couple of roles including a 
high forward role where he scored a goal.  He can’t 
remember when he last scored a goal, but then that 
could be put down to old timers’ disease.  The third of 
the terrible 3 but Geoff definitely know his name.  Not 
quick, but then as we get to this age we are all showing 
signs of that.   

Kingsley mcGuire                  (Fullback)
One of the team’s stalwart fullbacks whose hard clearing 
hits are always appreciated.  With our strategist devising 
new plays, Kingsley had to adapt and showed you can 
teach an old dog new tricks.  Kingsley was always first 
to volunteer if we needed to provide fill-in umpires and 
also made himself available as a fill-in for other teams, 
sometimes even though he had just played a game. 
Another traveller who was missed when he was away, 
but know we look forward to seeing him next season to 
build on that huge games played total.  Thanks “Kings” 
for the effort.

sukhdev (Dave) Pandher        (Forward)
Dave joined the team this year and played the first half 
with us before heading overseas to see his parents 
in Malaysia and we have not seen him since.  Dave 
bolstered our forward line and worked well with the other 
players to score some excellent goals.  Hopefully we will 
see more of him next season.

terry Parker         (Forward)
Terry is one of the more skillful players in the team. He 
is a major contributor each week with his support to 
the defence, constant harassing of the opposition and 
accurate disposal to his other forwards. He can be relied 
on to neutralize any dangerous opposing forwards. He 
is one of the team’s major scorers again this season and 
his goals off short corners have been great.  Another of 
the team’s Thursday night crew and both trains and visits 
the bar afterwards. His skills have deservedly won him a 
place in the State Vet’s team once again.

Graham southgate         (Centre Half)
Our very talented centre half.  Quiet and unassuming, he 
gets the job done every week.  His understanding with his 
two inners and fullbacks form a formidable X that is the 
nucleus of the side’s success.  This season, admitted to 
feeling a little bit of his age, and had a couple of niggling 
injuries which slowed him down a little.  Graham plays 
tennis over summer and remember if it means stirring 
up that injury I am sure the team would rather you play 
hockey than tennis. Well done and see you back next 
year.



59

Boys Under 17A

It’s hard to write a summary of a season before it has actually finished. I suppose it’s a blessing because it means we 
have made the finals. By now we know how successful we were, so I will only recap on the fixtured season to date. 
I was glad I was able to be given the position of coach this year because I had the pleasure of coaching some of the 
squad in the summer season through indoor and had seen how much they can improve. So Dave and I decided to 
share the load and take on the 17A boys. 
We underestimated how much of a handful this group would be. There are certainly some very big personalities in 
the group, but were a great pleasure to coach most of the time. I could complain about how much we had to deal 
with, but what would be the point. I’m sure that Dave and I will put our hands up again next year to do the job. I hope 
sooner rather than later, some of you boys take on a coaching role and see how it feels from our end!! Good and bad!! 
Thanks Guys! See some of you for Indoor!! 

matt (Wombat) Bowater
Oh I don’t feel like training tonight (insert excuse here) 
is that ok? Matt is a very creative young man, always 
manages to find some excuse to not put on his pads and 
to try to show up some of the other boys on the field. 
Could be a pretty decent keeper if he trained once in a 
while!!!

nick (Can i play forward) Geers
Give the kid a chance in the forward line and he scores 
a goal and provides one of the most enthusiastic 
celebrations to date. Likes wearing black skinny leg 
jeans! 

sam (i’ve already trained today) Geers
The more subdued of the Geer’s twins. This should not at 
any stage be misinterpreted as describing Sam as a calm 
and tranquil individual. This ‘subdued’ Geers is in mere 
comparison to his brother’s ardent and fervent nature.

Callum (Can’t shut him up) Purcell
Deafening, opinionated, difficult. Well I’m sure he does 
comprise many similar characteristics, but is simply 
drowned out by numerous over zealous teammates. 
Thank god you cut off that unsightly ranga rats tail. 

Jordan (Why JD?) Hughes
Probably the only one in the team who is of mean 
height for the U17 age group.  Going with the animal 
comparisons, sew on a few tan patches and you have 
the team giraffe.  Thanks for not nagging about playing a 
specific position.

James (Disco ball ear ring) Gurbriel
Stop smiling at me Gurbs! One of the rare people who 
specifically asks not to be in the forward line! I was not 
aware of too many people who have the mind frame that 
defence is more rewarding than forward. However if you 
are intrinsically motivated to play this game Gurbs, then 
defence is the way, not like those apathetic, extrinsically 
motivated forwards.

Christian (Gain the ascendancy) nettleton
Got some real strange looks from majority of the players 
and spectators when he bellowed out the phrase “gain 
the ascendancy boys” but did induce a small golf clap 
from the pocket of the English literature study group. 

Dean (it’s a promise not a threat) savage-morton
I personally believe Dean is responsible for the excessive 
confidence and fortifications of which the more vertically 
challenged and nutrition deprived team members seem 
to possess. Realistically, Dean is about as truculent as a 
box full of kittens.

Patrick (Deaf) Welsh
If you need to communicate with Patrick during a game, 
verbal communication should not be your primary mode. 
Something along the lines of big colourful pictures with 
minimal written instructions. Hand signals and body 
language can also be used, but Patrick really does like 
colour pictures!!

mark (i have an opinion on everything) timmel
Stick, your little sister is bigger than you and until you are 
the size of your old man, I will continue to pick on you, 
make you do push ups and make you run laps. Why you 
might ask? Because I enjoy it. That and you constantly 
talk when a coach is talking, and then you wonder why 
you get drills wrong and then have to run laps. Thanks 
Stick, you make training time fun for Dirty and Cactus!

Henning (self proclaimed sing star Champ) sebell
I go play forward? What is Henning no babies? Holiday’s! 
He brought some interesting skills to Perth, in particular 
one lazy technique of picking up a hockey stick without 
bending over. A useless skill, but very handy. Thanks 
Henning.
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Karl (HeY DirtY HeY CaCtUs) tulloch
What can you say about this kid. Karl will put a smile on 
anyone’s face with nothing but his emphatic enthusiasm 
for life. Either that or he is just always really excited 
to see me. Loves to hit a tomma, and upon request 
will show you that he can even do it with one hand. 
Impressive!!!

Jordan (i got cramp!) Hunt
I have never seen a 17 year old boy react like Jordan 
did over cramp. Everyone thought the poor lad had done 
some horrible damage to his knee right before his state 
under 18 championship. Nope, just cramp. Refused to 
listen to his coach and even Dad and again cramped up. 
Poor Jordan, life will only get harder mate.

sean (eagles fan) ranford
This guy is the Melville City Hockey club’s number one 
Eagles supporter. Every training session he turns up in 
his jersey win, lose or draw. He tells me regularly that 
his favourite player is Ben Cousins and that he was 
devastated with the off field dramas he had this year. The 
sunset reflects the ocean.

mark (Dark Horse) Brodie
As the Gazelle frolics amidst the wilderness of the great 
savannah, Mark Brodie mimics the motion and grace that 
this futile adolescent beast displays. Its unique speed, 
agility and athleticism are key characteristics portrayed 
by Mark himself. Mark Brodie, you are a Gazelle. 

matt (i can’t do shuttles) Jensen
Jenno Jr. A man with many questions, so many that 
sometimes he will ask too many and not only confuse 
Dirty Cactus and others but also himself. You are 
probably one of the only players who doesn’t nag us for 
a particular position on the field. You have more hair on 
your chest than Cactus… but not Ricca!

Brendan (BJ) Jojart
Sounds like a gangster name. Come to think of it BJ you 
are now our token Gangster. BJ what can we say about 
you. Only got half a season out of you and we still don’t 
know why, but hope to have you back next year so I can 
take the Mickey out of you too!

July Junior Hockey Clinic
(courtesy of Judy Gauci)
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After a tough start to the year in trying to form an U17A Reserves and an U17B’s team with little success, the teams were 
combined to form the U17A Reserve team. Having 17 players seems to be a luxury, but it was hard for the 6 players on 
the bench who wanted to get out there and chase the little white ball each week. Thankyou for your patience, but more 
importantly, for your side line support of your mates out on the battlefield whilst you watched.

For most of the guys, the step up to this grade was tough, but they accepted the challenge, trained hard, talked more 
than they trained, but enjoyed the hockey and fellowship anyway. Even though the year was not successful as far as 
results and ladder positions went, their skills, teamwork and hockey maturity improved immensely. I know you will all 
benefit from what you have learnt and the “Give it your best shot” attitude.

The senior players are to be commended on their commitment and support to their buddies, as they coached the team 
on several occasions with great credibility and they earned respect of the parent supporter group.

A special thanks to Meagan for keeping me and the team organised although I never did get any of that dip on a training 
night!! And to Kelvin for stepping in as our regular Umpire, a task that is often very tough and demanding, but one which 
you did for the love of the team – Thankyou!!

Well done guys, thankyou for what I believe was a good season of hockey for all of you!!
Mark Tate (Coach)

alex “the Quiet one” macphail
A quiet achiever who had a good season in a tougher grade 
than normal and took up the challenge well. Could always 
be relied upon.

aJ “Can i play Centre Half” Wragg
Always giving his best, AJ provided great support for his 
team and could play CH quite well. Scored more goals in 
the forward line with the Metro 4’s than in 17’s, but heh, 
who cares, he enjoyed it!!

andrew “Can only play saturday’s” Gleave 
Only played a few games but enjoyed some good touches 
when he was available. With more hockey game time he 
will be a good player

Ben “mr nice Guy” Coggin
Always seemed to be too nice for the game, but was tough, 
dependable and with more confidence will develop into an 
outstanding forward!

Blake “minister for Defence” Walsh
Worked very hard each week and became more of a 
hockey thinker as the season progressed. Very solid and 
dependable!

Boys Under 17A Reserve

Bryce “the rover” Wilson
Often found around the backline somewhere and would 
always work hard to support his team. He learnt heaps and 
will benefit from this season at this level of hockey.

Gerard “the Doctor” Hill
In his first year of hockey, Gerard consistently tried hard, 
learnt well and put into practise what he had learnt. He 
was quite often the only player in the team to do the basics 
extremely well. Great stuff Gerard!!

Joshua “Yes Coach!” Kent
Stepped up to the demands of this level of hockey really well 
and, as he relaxed more in his game, became a fantastic 
half back.

Jason “russssssell” Perring
Matured as the season went on and continually got better. 
Some of his Right Wing runs were fantastic to watch! 

Laurence “Like my piercing?” rushton
Although not available for every game, was quite dependable 
and started to form some strong bonds with the other backs. 
The more time spent on the field, the better his reading of 
the play became.
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Liam “the General” Woodward
Can play anywhere on the field and has the skill and ability 
to be an excellent player at any level or grade of hockey. 

Lindsay “i Love my Ute” Hassan
The country boy with a ute (no dog in the back though) 
who has the dedication, skills and ability to play top level 
hockey in the future.

Joseph “swaneeeee” swan
Has some great skills and showed them off plenty of times. 
Has the potential to be a great striker!

Daniel “Did you see that stick save!!” Wilkinson
One of the 3 Senior Players and a first year goalie who spent 
as much time telling us about his save as he did telling us 
about the one he let in. A great year considering the level 
of hockey you were exposed too!

nic “mr reliable” mathwin
Another of the 3 Senior Players, Nick was supportive to 
everyone, worked hard and continually tried his best. Thank 
you for your support and I commend you on your efforts in 
your leadership role throughout the season!

Jason “Yes, yes, yes” tate
The last of the 3 senior players, always worked hard, led 
hard and defended hard. As a wing player was often seen 
taking the ball out of defence to drive the team forward. 
Always trying to inspire his team mates and was very 
supportive to the rest of the team. A fantastic and respected 
effort!

Bunbury Festival
(Photos courtesy of Judy Gauci,

Dave and Val Allen, and Fleur Mason)
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Girls Under 17B Maroon

An interesting year, a number of girls came straight up from u13s to complete this team. Whist not a lot of points on the 
board, it was enjoyable to watch the team growth, and importantly the individual growth. Well done girls. Thank you for 
giving me the opportunity to learn and grow with you.

Many thanks also go to our team manager Charles Beauglehole. It was great not having to worry about the paper work. 
Also to those who were able to pick up a whistle. Our gratitude goes to Pat Hall, Victor Rypp and again Charles for their 
efforts.

Allison Hall

Georgia Gibson
Georgia always arrived eventually. She was able to cover a 
number of positions for us; her hit (which we are still working 
on) became an effective scare tactic from time to time.
We will be looking to Georgia next year to provide good 
leadership for our younger players.

Jamie Greenacre
Jamie was always in control. As solid as. She was a reluctant 
starter with us, but as asked showed good leadership and a 
quiet determination to give us good hockey as she has done 
throughout her junior years. Our seniors can look forward 
to great hockey from her.

Vanessa martin
Vanessa was one of our utility players. She was always 
strong over the ball, gaining confidence as an attacker and 
ever reliable in defence. Her willingness to listen and learn 
has given us an enjoyable season. We would be pleased to 
see her mix it a bit more with the seniors next year.

sarah Paull
We only noticed during our photo session that Sarah is our 
smallest team member. Fortunately, she has the biggest 
heart. Keen to score goals, she joined our forward line and 
served us all well. Our senior women’s teams have also 
had the benefit of her fitness and wit. We look forward to 
next season.

tiki menegola
Tiki did not make it to a lot of training this year but could also 
be relied on to run out a full game. As our centre forwards 
she gave us plenty of good leads, and was prepared to work 
back to see that the ball came out of defence. Tiki could 
comfortably assume a leadership role next year.

Kate Hill
Kate was generally one of our speedy wingers. She always 
managed to make great position. As soon as she finds her 
big voice to let her team know where she is, she will have 
ample opportunity to put them in the net. Expecting big 
things from Kate next season

Verity swift
Miss Have a chat. Verity was one of the babies of the 
team, but proved herself a more than capable half back. 
When she was hot she was hot. If she chose to take her 
skill and ability seriously, she could take her hockey a long 
way. Her good nature made her fun to work with. Believe 
in yourself.  

shannon Keating
Shannon’s first season, but being part of the Welton Clan 
she proved to be a natural. She started out on the wing, 
but found it a bit quiet. She really came into her own as a 
half back. Look after the shin splits, and enjoy the summer 
family social games, we will see you back next year.

erin Hall
The General.  Erin has had a great year in both seniors 
and juniors. She achieved 16s State School Girls team 
selection, which meant that we benefited from the many 
and varied drills that she learnt at state training sessions.  
Her ability to read play enabled her to help position her 
fellow team members, generally with an explanation as to 
what it would achieve. Keep up the good work.



64

 
ashleigh spernick (Goalie)
What a surprise package. Ashleigh came up from 15s very 
keen to improve her keeping. Thanks to Angela Kaaks, 
she was able to get some great coaching. Ash gave some 
spectacular play until injured late in the season. Give 
yourself time to heal as we will be looking forward to some 
more great action next season.

Jessica spernick
Jess would often come out of a tackle with the ball on her 
stick, and we would wonder, “how the hell did she do that” 
Illness was Jessica’s enemy again this year but she always 
gave 100%.  Whilst she found some of our tactics a little 
strange, she always had a go. You have achieved so much 
this year Jess. Stay with it.

alice Beauglehole
Alice combined well with Erin or Georgia in the full back line. 
She was often the last player before the goalie and was 
effective in disrupting play long enough for her support to get 
back.  As her confidence grew so did her game. Keep asking 
questions. If you want it bad enough it will be yours.
 

remy Finlayson
Remy, as one of the younger ones, gets 10 out of 10 for 
attending all the training sessions, being enthusiastic and 
really wanting to have a go. She has credited herself well on 
the forward line as either a wing or a centre forward. Remy 
is a bundle of potential waiting to be sprung.

tandia Wilkinson
Tandia was bored with her hockey, what with being goalie 
for the under 15As team and coaching a Minkey team. She 
decided to have a run on the field for us. She gave us the 
extra pair of legs needed in our forward line and has proved 
herself as a capable player either in gaols or on the field. 
Good job.

Also thanks to Caitlyn Ogden who stepped in as goalie 
when Ash was injured. She was a real saviour. Also thanks 
to Brianna Coleman, Denby Russell & Amy Banasik from 
the U15As who gave us the extra strength and support 
when needed. 
 

Girls Under 17B Maroon (cont)

Photos from
July Junior Hockey Clinic
(courtesy of Judy Gauci)
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Girls Under 17B White

mai Barnes
Mai being one of our more experienced and senior players 
was vital to our team’s success. Her vast array of skills 
shone most when overlapping in right half to attack while 
passing the opposition as if they were ‘card board cut outs’. 
Mai always gives her team mates solid support when in 
attack and then runs back hard to help in defence. Well 
done Mai. 

Bree Dunkeld
Bree was a new and welcome edition to the Melville clan. 
An extremely solid defender, whose great strength was 
crucial in times of tremendous pressure. Bree worked well 
with Ellen and Kylie to clear the ball out of our defending 
circle, helping our team to concede the least amount of 
goals for the competition. Well done Bree. 

sheridan Gore
A solid player anywhere on the field, Sheridan is a vital 
part of the leadership group and is never afraid to put 
everything on the line for her team mates. She has improved 
dramatically over this season stepping up into the most 
coveted role in centre half. Sheridan has huge potential 
and we wish her all the best for the future. Great season 
Sheridan. 

stephanie Lynch
A very quiet girl who specializes in playing on the wing. 
Steph is always on the goal post waiting for her chance to 
score. Unlucky to have the ball just slip past her on some 
occasions, however she was greatly rewarded with a goal 
this season, and named best player for the week also! Good 
luck for your future hockey Steph.

We began the season with quite a few beginners in our team and it took the first part of the season to find out who fits 
best and where. Once we established the right combination we began to obtain some good results. The more experi-
enced players were excellent in helping the new players, and we were rewarded for their team spirit and tenacity. The 
girls always showed great team work and it was fantastic to see their improvement week by week. We, Vickie and I, 
hope they enjoyed their season and will come back next year more experienced and skilled players. Good luck for your 
future hockey girls!

ashlleigh scarr
Ash amazed us from the very first training of the season 
with her ability to learn quickly. She is always keen to learn 
new tactics and improved dramatically each week. Her 
quirky personality was always entertaining while her hard 
work was vital to our team. Ash has developed into a good 
hockey player and very useful inner. Great work Ash! 

Zali smith-Colombini
Zali was a new addition to the Melville clan this season, 
and a very welcome one. Her strength and persistence in 
the forward line astounded us since it was such a contrast 
to the shy, quiet girl we knew at training. Zali has improved 
this season spectacularly and her second effort to chase 
the ball sets her apart from the rest. Well done Zali.  

Kate miller
Our little fighting inner! Kate’s tenacity was outstanding 
this season, she is always working hard to build in attack 
then racing back to strengthen the defence. Her strong 
work ethic often inspired the other girls on the team to 
do the same which is the mark of a great leader. Thank 
you for a fantastic season Kate, and good luck for your 
promising future. 

Kylie Hankinson
Kylie’s bubbly personality was a key ingredient to our team. 
She used her demanding voice well to keep our defence 
in control. Kylie built up our team from the back and often 
came off the goal line to pull of some ‘ripper saves’ that 
kept us in the game. Her greatness was reflected in the 
results with our team conceding the least amount of goals 
for the competition. Well done Kylie.
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tahnee mcGinness
Tahnee was one of our beginners this year and very 
quiet at the start of the season. She began to mix in very 
well with her team mates and showed vast improvement 
throughout the season. Tahnee was a determined player 
and never gave up, often rewarding her on the field with a 
free hit and off the field in gaining her team mates respect. 
Great work Tahnee!
 

ellen oosterbaan
Ellen is a fantastic player in defence; she’s dependable 
in the back line which is an essential part of being a 
defender. Beyond that Ellen is always willing to listen, this 
trait helped her improve her understanding of the game 
tremendously. Ellen was wonderful at encouraging the 
beginners in the team and never shied away from a hard 
tackle. Great season Ellen.

Jacky stidolph
It took some time to find the right position for Jacky. She 
has strong and solid tackles and never shies away from 
going for a run with the ball. She has improved significantly 
week by week. Her eye for the ball when tackling and 
ability to listen, then use that knowledge in a game 
situation is amazing. Jacky definitely has lots of promise 
for the future. Well done Jacky. 

Caitlyn surman
Caitlyin is our top goal scorer and by far our most consistent 
player on the field. Caitlyn leads the team on and off the 
field with her tenacity and vigor. She often inspires her 
team mates with her sheer ability to take on the opposition 
and determination to win every contest. Caitlyn will not hold 
back when shooting at goals and doesn’t give up until the 
final siren has sounded. Thank you for the great season 
Caitlyn and Good luck for your senior career.  

Laura Walkemeyer
Laura is a beginner with an inexhaustible supply of energy 
which earned her the nickname of ‘Hypo’. Laura never 
gives up and always puts in the second effort which 
distinguishes her from other players. Laura kept improving 
dramatically week after week. She never fails at putting 
smiles on her team mates faces with her keen sense of 
humor. Great season Laura.

Girls Under 17B White (cont)

Bunbury Festival
(courtesy Judy Gauci)
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Girls Under 15A

The girls had a tough season this year, as they faced very tough opposition every weekend. Despite this the girls 
improved individually and as a team. The team’s ladder position doesn’t reflect their true ability as there were many 
close, winnable games that we just couldn’t quite finish off. It was an enjoyable season with many memorable 
moments, such as our terrific draw against Willo, Shailey’s cupcakes and the ninja headbands. Well done to all of the 
girls on a great season and watch this space because this group of girls have a big future ahead of them. Thanks to 
Paige from U/11s and Briony from U/13s for filling in for us when we were short. Also thanks to Steve and Paul for 
helping out with some coaching sessions. And a HUGE thanks to our manager Catherine for giving up her time to 
keep all of the players, parents and coaches in line this season.

sarah Bowyer
Sarah has been a very consistent player all year and has 
a big future ahead of her. Even as a forward she has one 
of the best tackles in the team. Sarah always makes great 
passes and possesses a good all round game – the team 
would be lost without her. Congratulations on an excellent 
season.

elyce Joseph
Elyce has improved enormously throughout the season. 
Elyce has been impressive at centre forward and always 
looks threatening when she has the ball. Elyce came into 
the season with a slight lack of fitness but has proved 
herself to be one of the fastest players on the field.

megan silvey
Our fantastic Captain who always strives to lift team morale. 
Megan will never give up and relishes a contest. Megan 
shows great promise as a talented player of the future, 
which was backed up by her regional selection. Megan is 
a great forward, however when moved to centre half for 
most of the season she showed a lot of maturity to step up 
and guide the team from this position.

amy Banasik
Amy is a new player to the club and has fitted into the team 
as if she has been here for years. Amy played a great 
season at full back and any other position we needed her 
to slot into. Amy has a great positive attitude and will run 
all day long.

aleisha eaton
Our super right half who also showed poise in other midfield 
roles. Aleisha has gone from strength to strength just by 
doing the simple things. Aleisha keeps the ball on her stick 
and is cool under pressure. Her forward drives up the right 
became essential to our game plan.

Britt macDonald
Britt has been one of the most improved players in our team. 
Britt is very fit which allows her to run out the game and 
control the ball well under pressure. Britt has great vision 
and makes excellent passes which makes her an ideal 
linking inner. Congratulations on a great season.

Brianna Coleman
Brianna has proved her position as a left half in our team all 
season. Brianna does a lot of running to mark out her player 
and breakdown the attack of the opposition. Brianna came 
across as a very quiet player at the start of the season, but 
towards the end has really opened up to become one of 
the socialites among the girls.

tandia Wilkinson
Our brilliant goalie! It was a tough season for Tandia as she 
faced very strong attack from the opposition. However, this 
has helped to improve her game particularly her talking. 
Tandia kept the whole team in line and made spectacular 
saves all season! Well done on Regional selection this 
year.

     
emily Casely
Emily - our tiny, food-loving, forever-talking, crazy little 
ninja! Emily started the season as a centre forward but 
after learning about other positions and having a go has 
shown she can be a very versatile player, even starring 
at right half. Well done on an improved season.

shailey rushton
Shailey has a lot of potential and when switched on she 
reads the play fantastically and makes excellent tackles. 
Shailey was challenged at the beginning of the season 
to keep focused throughout games and has proved that 
she is very capable of this especially playing in a fullback 
role.
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Girls Under 15A (cont)

stephanie Dixon
Steph is a reliable, hard-hitting fullback who often shines 
in high pressure situations. Steph, who always looks too 
cool for school with her funky sunnies, has learnt a lot 
this season especially to stay on her toes while tackling 
and channeling. Good season Steph.

sarah King
Sarah has improved immensely this season just by 
focusing on the basics such as keeping the ball on her 
stick. Sarah played most of the season as a wing but 
really stepped up when asked to play in the midfield. 
Sarah scored the majority of our goals this season 
because she always keeps her stick down on the post!

Claire timmel
Claire is a very talented player who has a huge future 
ahead of her. When she keeps her cool and plays a 
simple distributing game, she is unstoppable. Claire 
played a lot of hockey this year, playing Seniors and 
Regionals as well. Claire is always working to improve 
her game and we look forward to seeing more from her 
in the future.

Denby russel
Denby was challenged at the start of the season with 
injury but with her eager to learn attitude she has played 
out the season as a talented winger or halfback. Denby 
learnt many new skills this season and was a well-liked 
member of the team.

Jess and sally.
It is impossible to thank Jess and Sally for their 
commitment to the girls this year.
A commendable first year of coaching with emphasis on 
recognizing areas of team and individual potential and 
often bringing back the basics!!!
We appreciate the time given, Jess and Sally, knowing 
you have your own busy hockey, University and Social 
agenda.

Special Thanks to Steve, Damon and David for their 
umpiring duties we know how alone you can feel!
Last, but never least, a big Thank you to the Parents and 
Grandparents for their Support, Transport and Biased 
cheering each week.

Catherine Timmel.
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Boys Under 15A Reserve

inti mason
Inti was identified from the very first selection trial as a 
natural hockey talent. This year has seen him take great 
steps in developing his game as a striker and a midfielder. 
His own desire to play top level hockey will ensure that he 
will be a great player.

Josh Clarey
JC’s game was the most satisfying development of the year. 
Identified as a talent, JC embraced all coaching ideas and 
worked them into his own style of game. He has a promising 
future with the club.

mike Halliday
The youngest and smallest of the group, Mike is an 
investment for the future. His determination to improve 
and desire to score goals has seen him win us games this 
year, and raise eyebrows for next season. Accompanied 
with physical development, Mike’s natural ability to read 
the play, and positional awareness will make him a name 
of the future.

sam Hardinge
Sam has unbelievable natural talent. It will always be 
Sam’s choice of whether he wants to work hard and make 
it to the next level. With concentration and an improving 
attention to development, Sam by all means will ascertain 
the highest level.

Josh allen
Josh has been a coaching delight. His compassionate 
nature, willingness to learn and attention to detail is the 
attitude that will guarantee him every chance of success.

nick emmett
Nick had a great start to the season showing potential as 
a dynamic centre forward. Unfortunately he broke his wrist 
only weeks into the season. We have no doubt that he has 
the commitment to become a great player.

ross Hudson
A disappointing loss half-way through the season, Ross felt 
his heart and passion lie with Cricket. Ross showed great 
development and attention at training. A real loss.

Co-Coach: Daniel White
Co-Coach: Rob “The Cougar” McKenzie
Manageress: Fleur Mason

Jake Gorman
Jake continues to impress with his natural ability in the net. 
His quiet nature is trumped by his confidence in clearing 
the ball from the ‘D’.

Pat Lawther
Pat takes a dedicated approach to his hockey which will 
ensure that he will continue to develop into a well rounded 
hockey player.

tom mathwin
The greatest improver this year. Tom came from a small 
country town and embraced the hockey club and has 
developed into a promising young player.

Dave ogden
Dave was elected captain of the team for his natural 
leadership qualities and his commanding presence in the 
group. Dave’s conscientious nature and attention to improve 
makes him a talent for the club.

sam Dennis
Little Sam has natural hockey skills and composure. In 
time, when he develops physically, he will be a well-known 
player in the hockey community.

steven oosterbaan
Steven was one of the ‘train-on’ players this year, in which 
he alternated between A’s and B’s. When a permanent 
position opened up for him in the team in the latter half of 
the season, he stepped up to the challenge and has not 
looked back. To take this opportunity is a great testament 
to his character.

Denver stove
As a natural left handed player, Denver has exceptional 
ability to control the ball and change a game. With 
refining his decision making skills under pressure, he will 
undoubtedly go far with his hockey career.

Blake sims
Blake was the most consistent performer for our team this 
year. He has great advantage over most players with his 
pace. Blake too has developed and refined his skills to such 
a level that we are confident that he will continue to make 
impacts in u/17s next year.

stephen Hall
Steven has been one of the most dominant players in the 
grade this year. Steven also turned games around. With 
harnessing his concentration and position discipline on the 
field, Steven has a great hockey future ahead of him.
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Boys Under 15B Black

Jake Lucas– Fullback
Jake is a crucial part of our fullback line and at training is 
always the first to volunteer to go a defender or to be a 
tackler ‘in a box’.  Throughout the year his tackling abilities 
during games have improved many times over, with lots 
of work at training focusing on ‘channeling’ the attacker 
to where he wants him.  If he saved some of his jokes for 
breath while running, Jake could become a force to be 
reckoned with!

Josh Lucas– Fullback
Another crucial part of our fullback line this year (and 
member of the “J Squad”), Josh has been rock-solid and 
seems to have the knack of knowing exactly what people 
will do before they do it.  This results in many successful 
tackles and Josh has the added ability to then get the ball 
moving forward again.  Josh’s biggest improvement this year 
has been in positioning, both while we are in deep attack 
and deep defence.

Jack oliver – Halfback
Jack is another slightly quieter member of our team – but it 
seems to serve him well as he has learned lots this season.  
Most impressive is his positioning, especially when we 
switch the ball at training and in games.  He knows exactly 
where he needs to be (even though he plays in several 
positions on the field) and it means he is always involved 
in the play.  In addition he is a solid halfback, able to man 
tightly in defence and push forward in attack.

mathias Gebauer – Halfback
From the start of the season, Mathias let us know he could 
only make a fraction of the games, but having seen his 
initial few training runs we were keen to keep him on.  At 
the ripe old age of 12, Mathias couldn’t fit U13’s in with his 
busy schedule so decided to have a run with an older crew.  
Amazingly, he has not only held his own but demonstrated 
great ball control and has never taken a step backwards. 
Watch out for this guy in years to come!

The U15B Boys have had an interesting season to say the least. They are the leading goal scorers in the competition, 
but come in second on the most goals let in which has meant us sitting 5th and 6th on the ladder. It has been 
frustrating for the boys (and their coaches and parents!).

However they have played exceptionally well as a team and put up with long spells on the bench due to the large 
number in our squad. A total of 19 boys have played for the team this season which must be a club record. The first 
players to be mentioned starred early in our season for us but have moved on to other teams/grades.

Highlights
• Beating Aquinians 4-3 after a tight struggle, the boys showed true grit.
• First win of the season. This was the first win for Matt, Jake and Josh ever! It is Jake’s 4th season.

Josh allen (Curly Josh) – Halfback
Josh is a committed player and always strives to play 
the best he can. He was rewarded by promotion to the 
Reservists half way through the season. Josh has an 
awesome hit and has great pace.

marc Foley – Forward
Marc joined us from Rockingham. He made a “Marc” for 
himself at the Bunbury carnival with great running and goal 
scoring. Unfortunately Marc’s season was cut short due to 
car troubles.

steven oosterbaan – Halfback
Steven only played few games with us at the start then was 
pinched by the “reservists”. Steven can play anywhere and 
is a great user of the ball.

now to the full timers . . .

Cameron Harries –  Halfback/Forward
Cam is one of our most exciting players to watch.  Like a 
dog on a bone, he has an in-built drive to really give it his all 
every time he is on the field.  His skills continue to develop 
and his ability to remain strong on the ball and out-muscle 
opponents much larger than himself are a testament to his 
determination.  He’s the sort of player every coach wants 
on his team and Cam’s hockey ability will only continue to 
improve with age.  

todd sheldrake – Forward
Todd surprisingly doesn’t say much when he has a hockey 
stick in his hands (and maybe when he doesn’t?), usually 
just expressing himself through his abilities on the field.  
A winger through and through, Todd has been hesitant to 
move into other positions but with his ability to run all day 
and the skills to back it up, he would make a great inner or 
centre forward and is a solid contributor to the team.
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Boys Under 15B Black (cont)

stephen ranford – Back
Stephen has been one of our utility players this year, being 
called on to play almost everywhere on the field.  His strong 
tackling as well as his ability to use the ball has allowed him 
to slot into a variety of different roles according to the needs 
of the team.  His main area of improvement this year has 
been using his ‘spinning around’ move only when necessary, 
as opposed to every time someone tackles him!

morgan Ward – Centre Forward
Morgan demonstrated from the start that he had a massive 
hit and the skills to get the ball into the ‘D’.  With 4 goals in 
the first game he cemented his position at centre forward 
and continued with the goal-fest ever since. Did you know 
there was a trophy for highest club goal scorer Morgan? 
If it is not yours this year, perhaps something to aim for in 
future!

alex Biggins – Wing
Another solid contributor to the team, Alex has demonstrated 
sound abilities in almost every skill area including tackling, 
running with the ball and stick skills.  His positioning has 
been outstanding all year and at training he is among the 
first to call for the ball to be switched around the back or to 
move into position early to receive a pass.  This will stand 
him in good stead when moving up the grades.  

Ben Graham – inner
Ben is yet another of the runners/goals sneaks in our team.  
He and Liam often teamed up well as Inners, running all 
day not just in the forward line, but working back hard to 
help our defence.  His consistent work rate, reliable skills 
and strength on the ball will mean he can slot into any team 
well.  He was also a star of the Bunbury Carnival.  Well done 
for a top season!

matt Page – Forward/Halfback
As with all true halfbacks, Matt often relished the opportunity 
to fill a spot in the forward line and contribute to the highest 
goal scoring team in the competition.  Matt is another one 
of our players who will run all day and when he comes off 
for a rest, he is ready to go again before even leaving the 
field.  Happy to play where required, Matt has the genuine 
ability to get himself involved in the game, regardless of 
his position on the field.

Kenrick Wiltshire – Centre Half
Kenrick early on identified himself as a natural ball carrier 
and centre half back from the way he moved and positioned 
himself in the play.  Throughout the year our team has been 
working on ‘switching’ the ball and hitting backwards to 
avoid trouble and Kenrick is the go-to man.  His confidence 
when carrying the ball, natural skills and ability to get the 
ball to our forwards has been an asset all year.

rory Gibbs – Back
Rory’s great attitude at training and in games has seen his 
skills improve immensely this season.  While traditionally 
a half or fullback, Rory’s ability to carry the ball and use it 
wisely earned him a spot up forward now and again.  The 
strong hit he used from the back translated to results up 
forward and he ended up slotting a few goals this season 
– a great effort for any defender!

Liam smart – Forward
Every team has a few guys that enjoy hockey more for the 
social side than the playing side (I’m unsure exactly where 
Liam sits on this scale).  Liam is constantly cracking jokes 
and enjoying himself and it creates a fun environment for 
everyone else.  Added to this, his silky smooth skills and 
ability to run non stop has meant he has been a dangerous 
inside forward and attacker for us this year.

Chris ross – Goalie
Chris has played in goals for us all year.  In the early days, 
his lack of experience meant he was a bit uncertain but 
through hard work at training as well as a few sessions with 
a goalie coach, he has come far.  He now demonstrates 
good knowledge of positioning within the goal and focuses 
well on the play to anticipate which direction the ball will 
come from.  Both at training and in games, Chris has shown 
continual improvement and we look forward to seeing more 
of his games in the future.
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Girls Under 13A

Louise Watson
Strong on the ball and a goal sneak, what more could you 
ask for in a forward???  Not one to talk, Louise is a valuable 
player in our team and can always be relied on, putting in 
a consistent effort and performance EVERY week.  Way 
to go Loui!

Kaitlin Passmore
Kaitlin was new to Melville this year and did not disappoint 
us.  She’s made to be a forward, particularly an Inner.  
She’s just about unbeatable and can get around anyone.  
She’s the most determined player in our team.  Well done 
Kaitlin, you’re a star.

mirriam Williams
Mim is a great forward who has made a big effort to fit in 
with the team, this being her first year with Melville.  She’s 
really cool and is a really fast and skilled player.  We’re all 
so glad she’s on our team. 

Chiara Purcell
Chiara is a really lovely person who has good manners 
and is good at her job in hockey.  She’s a great goalie who 
controls her circle, tries her hardest and stops heaps of 
goals even one on one.  She should be very proud because 
everyone appreciates what she does for the team.  You are 
a great team member Chiara.

I’ve coached for 3 decades and I’ve never seen so much competition to get into a squad.  I knew we had quality play-
ers and the proof came in the first game of the season when we fought back to draw a game.  Overheard was the 
despondent call, “But we always beat Melville”.   Not against this team.  The girls showed tremendous grit all season 
and, to date, no-one has beaten us.  

I’ve appreciated the way that our 14 girls have accepted my policy of equal playing time as it’s meant they’ve often 
played in positions that they’ve not been familiar with.  The girls have been a pleasure to coach and I’ve been lifted by 
their enthusiasm.  We played off in the pre-season grand final at the YMCC carnival and finished a creditable 6th at 
the State Championships (we were one win away from 3rd).

Many thanks to all those who’ve helped throughout the year:  Simone (as manager), Peter Sarre who’s helped out on 
some training nights, Sue Clark (font of all knowledge on the girls) and our umpires Peter, Wayne, Steve and Kailen.  
Finally, I sincerely thank the wonderful parents of these girls for supporting me and encouraging every player.  
Trust me, your girls will appreciate you too …. eventually.

madeleine Harper
Maddy is constantly smiling and is willing to take on any 
challenge and give it all she’s got.  She puts in 110% every 
time she takes the field.  Maddy is an enthusiastic player 
and has a lot of potential.  She has been a solid line in our 
defence, but can also move forward and attack when she 
needs to.  Maddy has a positive attitude that has helped 
her to achieve a brilliant season.

Kirsten silvey
Kirsten’s many hockey skills made me think she was a 
Yr 8 although she is only in Yr 7.  She’s great on the right 
half and is a valued member of the team.  Kirsten always 
gives her best in every game.  Looking forward to playing 
with you in 2008. 

Holly menegola
Holly is one of the most versatile players in the team.  
She always gives us her best effort.  Her stick work and 
intelligent passing are wonderful.  Without her, we wouldn’t 
be as brilliant as we are. 

rachel Clark 
It’s been great playing with Rachel out on the right wing.  
She’s really dependable and consistent with her playing.  
We look forward to playing with her next year.
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Briony Clarke
Briony is a consistent, dependable player and a fighter – 
she just won’t give up.  She gets on with it and keeps going 
until the bitter end – and winning or losing, it doesn’t matter.  
Briony is our captain; she’s a go-er, a fantastic all rounder 
and we love her.

tiarna eaton
Tiarna was a new arrival to the Melville club this year.  She 
brought a natural enthusiasm and dedicated approach to 
training and playing - missing no games in the season.  A 
natural runner and talented midfielder, Tiarna played a 
valuable part in making the U13A’s unbeatable this season.  
Although the stats show no goals against her name, she will 
be remembered in 2007 as one of the players who pressed 
forward our attacks on the opposition goal.  I think she will be 
a really valuable under 15’s player and we mustn’t forget her 
mum for always helping out at training and games too.

madeleine Brockman
Maddy (Beetle) is a very versatile player.  Throughout the 
season she has switched between the forward and back 
line and has been a very dangerous player on the wing.  
Maddy has lots of skill, determination and perseverance.  
We look forward to her being part of the team in 2008, and 
once again being a great asset.

Girls Under 13A (cont)

india Brockman
India is a very consistent player and can always be relied 
upon to stop speedy forwards getting to the goal.   She 
is very skilful at intercepting, carrying the ball and has a 
good strong pass to her team mates.  This has been an 
exceptional season for you.

Briana sarre
Briana is a key player in our team.  She can play wherever 
she’s put and has scored quite a few goals from her 
favourite position in the forward line.  She’s a strong player 
and a good friend.  Great season Briana.

rachel Harries
Rachel is an excellent player, she’s just amazing in the left 
half position, her hitting is really strong and she dishes it 
right off to our sticks.  Best of all, she’s right there ready 
to receive the ball, and she can put on an awesome 
tackle.

July Junior Hockey Clinic
(courtesy of Judy Gauci)
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Boys Under 13A

Callum ashby
“Speed limits are just a suggestion.  Like pants.”
Both nimble footed, and quick witted this charming young 
man has a future as either a strike forward or a “Trevor 
Marmaladesque” one-liner comedian. Scored many goals 
this year by being in the right position at the right time.  
Has perfected positional play at right wing.  

shaun Gibbons “Possum”
“You people have stood in my way long enough.  I’m go-
ing to clown college.”
I have been reliably informed that, whilst on holidays, this 
rather small of stature fella can devour twice his weight in 
food!  Has perfected the puppy-dog eyes look at an early 
age, and will go far as a result.  Discussions regarding 
the behavioural patterns of the Caveman and the Nerd 
were always a highlight of game day preparations.

Luke antoncich
“Facts are meaningless.  You could use fact to prove 
anything that’s even remotely true.”
An astonishing first year of hockey for this remarkable 
young man.  A delight to coach, Luke developed his 
game in leaps and bounds.  Always keen to learn more, 
and do the hard work, he has the potential to be an 
amazing hockey player.

matthew Pashley
“Speak softly, yet carry a big stick”
Matthew was our quietly spoken, business-like goalie.  
Regardless of the pandemonium that would often be oc-
curring around him, Matthew would take care of business.  
Matt probably did not receive the amount of recognition 
he deserves throughout the season, as the many fine 
saves he would perform during the course of a game 
would soon be forgotten by the “field-centric” hockey go-
ing public.  I am bitter (and a little twisted) by these public 
perceptions of the game and have made it my crusade to 
make the game of hockey all about the goalkeeper.  Matt 
also swims long distances for fun.  Who does this sort 
of thing for fun?  The sort of people that like getting hard 
plastic balls hit at them, at high speeds?

Graeme Baxter -“the Big Unit”
“I thought a thought that I thought I had thought but the 
thought that I had thought wasn’t the thought that I had 
thought I had thought, so maybe if I had thought the 
thought that I thought I thought I wouldn’t have thought so 
much”
Our enforcer.  Big.  Athletic.  Strong.   Fast.  Graeme has 
all the tools to become a great hockey player and is well 
on his way.  He can always be relied upon for crunching 
tackles in the last line of defence, mowing down many an 
opposition forward.  Took great pleasure in eating more 
slices of pizza than me during our team dinner.  Didn’t 
have the heart to tell him I had already eaten!

Team Motto - “Beware the naked ostrich, for the naked ostrich walks alone”

Coaching the U13A’s this year was similar to getting a tooth pulled out – you know the process is going to be painful, 
but the end result will make it worthwhile.
  
The pain was dulled with liberal doses of laughing gas.  The season has progressed remarkably well, where, after 
setting the goal of playing “extraordinary junior hockey”, we finally achieved this aim towards the end of the season.  
At the time of writing this rambling discourse into the underbelly of the Melville U13A’s machine, we are poised at a 
serious tilt at finals action.

A massive thankyou must go out to Wendy Tate who ensured neither Spud nor myself had to be relied on to organise 
anything other than get ourselves to trainings and games.  Wendy also never questioned our progressively more and 
more cryptic club newsletter write-ups.

Regardless of the outcome of the finals, it has been a privilege to both coach and befriend these young sirs. In keep-
ing with my weekly newsletter ramblings, here is my final thought for the year.

“Be careful whose advice you buy, but, be patient with those who supply it.  Advice is a form of nostalgia, dispensing 
it is a way of fishing the past from the disposal, wiping if off, painting over the ugly parts and recycling it for more than 
it’s worth.  But trust me on the sunscreen…”
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Boys Under 13A (cont)

sam mazzer
“How much wood, would a wood-chuck chuck, if a wood-
chuck could chuck wood?”
Mazzer was the “Mr fix-it” of the side.  Would often play 
in a variety of roles week to week fulfilling the designated 
role effectively each time.  Sam could always be relied 
upon to spin a yarn or two regarding his latest exploit on 
his bike, and exactly how many bruises he has managed 
to accumulate.

nick tate
“I thought I had an appetite for destruction, but all I 
wanted was a club sandwich.”
With the way Nick goes on about injuries sometimes, you 
would think the only thing holding him together is the ex-
cessive amount of Skins he wears.  Nick has an incred-
ible amount of talent which, when applied, makes him an 
awesome player to watch and an exciting prospect for 
the future.  

Ben Girling
“Whoever said ‘nothings impossible’ never tried nailing 
jelly to a tree”
A die hard Sydney Swans fan who has the potential to be 
the “Adam Goodes” of the hockey world.  Ben is skilled 
and patient on the ball, with a lot of fight in him.  Often 
Ben would face up to bigger and older opponents with 
no problem.  Next year he will be the bigger and older 
player – then watch out!

tim Geers
“Maturity is knowing when and where to be immature”
Master grumpy.  Tim can be mature beyond his years 
at times, often making me forget that he still has a few 
years yet before I can look forward to his company in the 
top squad.  Tenacious and skilful, with a liberal dose of 
angry, Tim is going to go far.

ryan Vickery -“Dr Worm”
“Oh I get it.  Like humour.  Only different”
He’s not a real doctor, but he is a real worm.  Ryan is the 
crazed genius of the side.  His great skills and under-
standing of the game is only matched by his desire to 
have fun.

ross Hall
“Oh, well, of course – everything looks bad if you remem-
ber it”
Ross puts a lot of pressure on himself to perform, and 
never fails to deliver.  Skilful, great vision and hockey-
smarts makes the wee-man a young player who is going 
to go places.  Loves a chat!

Bryn De Bes
“If everything seems under control, you’re just not going 
fast enough”
Very fast and skilful, yet still has a couple of years at this 
grade - Bryn is an exciting prospect for the future, soak-
ing up all that he could learn at every opportunity.  His 
cheekiness is understated and devious!

Conor macDonald
“We fought for truth, justice and the last skittle in the 
packet”
Conor is the only member of the side to have a world 
tennis ranking, and also the only person in the team that 
I have never seen get tired.  He just runs, and runs and 
then runs some more.  A natural born inside forward with 
brilliant hand eye coordination – you should see him jug-
gle!  A great person to be around as everything is always 
fun.

Jack Hallam
“A boy without mischief is like a bowling ball with a liquid 
centre”
Jack takes great delight in the simple pleasures of the 
game.  He loves to hit the ball as hard as he can - and he 
does this well!  Another of the pack that will be in the age 
group next year with a lot to offer.

Photo by Mark Tate
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Boys Under 13B Maroon

Coach: Greg Hunt
Assistant: Andre Gauci
Manager: Jen Thompson

The boys have had a good season with some memorable wins.  At the time of writing this, the team can still make the 
finals and this is a great accomplishment in a grade where we have 2 teams.  Well done boys on a good season, and 
on behalf of the coaching staff, I thank you for your enthusiasm and attendance at training.  

Thank you to Andre Gauci, Garry Evans and Daymon Joseph for assisting in many ways this year with coaching and 
umpiring and a special thanks to Jen for looking after the paperwork.

It’s been a pleasure to be associated with all the players and parents this year and hope to see you all around the club 
next year.

Greg

Ben Joseph
Once again this year, Ben proved to be a great goal 
scorer with a powerful hit (usually the second swing).  He 
is a talented player who can double as a goalie but his 
great strength is in the circle scoring goals.  Well done 
Ben. 

Justin Pierluigi
Justin is shaping up to be a great player.  His desire 
to learn the game and all its skills will ensure his rapid 
improvement.  Justin is a tireless worker, willing to help 
his teammates out, and scored some great opportunistic 
goals this year by being in the right spot in the circle.  
Keep up the good work Justin.

Cahill Hunt
Cahill has the sweetest skills you will ever see in this 
grade and many times proved this by beating the same 
player 2 or 3 times before passing the ball into the circle 
and setting up another scoring opportunity.  As right wing, 
Cahill was rarely beaten and his teammates could always 
expect the penetrating cross to the circle.  Great season 
Cahill.

Conor noone
Conor was the glue that held the team together.  He 
played centre half nearly all year and was outstanding.  
His fitness and desire to be first to the ball was an 
example for the whole team and he never gave up.  He 
carried the ball out of defence and into attack on many 
occasions.  Conor has had a great season.

Brent Gauci
Brent was one of the team’s most versatile players.  
He could play forward or defence and adapt to either 
very quickly.  Brent developed into a very ‘smart’ player 
showing great awareness of what was happening around 
him.  Well done Brent on a great season.

Joshua Clements
Josh was our no. 1 goalie and proved to be a very good 
one.  His development throughout the year has shown in 
his ability to read the play and save many shots on goal.  
Josh occasionally played on the field during the year and 
proved he could do it all without the pads as well. Well 
done Josh.

Kai Png
Kai loves to be creating opportunities up forward and did 
that as an inner or a wing.  He is one player that can play 
either left or right side and still be damaging.  He has a 
great ‘drag’ which allowed him to cross the ball into the 
middle and set up many attacking moves.  Well done Kai 
on a great season.

matthew taylor
Matt has exceptional individual skills and is 
accomplished on either side of his body.  He can turn 
defenders inside out with his stick work.  He plays inner 
and wing with great style and makes life a breeze for his 
teammates and life ‘hell’ for his opposition.  Well done 
Matt.



77

Boys Under 13B Maroon (cont)

rhys tucker
Rhys made life very difficult for his opponents, sticking 
with them as a half back should and not allowing them to 
get the ball.  He showed great courage and strength and 
on many occasions saved the day with strong pushes 
out of defence.  A broken arm interrupted his season but 
when he came back he showed enthusiasm and vigor for 
the game.  Well done Rhys.

Kieran smyth
Kieran played wing half most of the season and showed 
great improvement in his tackling and hitting.  He was 
hampered a bit this year with his running but showed 
great courage to chase and work back on his opposition 
and I commend Kieran for that.  Well done on a great 
season Kieran.

Bryn De Bes
Bryn showed how good his was and got promoted to A’s.  
A loss to us, but a gain for the A’s.  Well done Bryn.

Harry Love
Harry played a few games for us and showed great skill 
and composure.  Thanks for your help Harry.

Harry meyer
Unfortunately Harry suffered a major bone break and 
never returned.  Hope you can make it next year Harry, 
good luck.

David melling
David is a great player with some very slick individual 
skills and a great hit at goals.  He is a tireless worker 
often seen way back in defence helping out his 
teammates and then way up forward scoring goals 
or creating opportunities for his teammates.  Centre 
forward is his preferred position but as an inner he is a 
great asset.  Well done on a great season David.

Chris evans
Chris is the ‘Rock’.  As fullback all season, Chris 
developed his game to a high level.  He improved his 
hitting out of sight and understands the subtleties of 
tackling.  Chris has had a sensational season and 
showed that he is a good onfield leader as well.  Well 
done Chris.

michael Vass
Michael never says die.  He is always in the middle of 
it, scrapping away, trying to get the ball out of defence 
and into attack.  We will work on the hitting again next 
year but it has improved as the year has gone on.  As 
fullback, Michael has done a great job against some 
strong opposition and has never given up.  Well done 
Michael. 

Blake thompson
Blake has improved out of sight this year.  He has 
listened and learned and rapidly improved on every part 
of his game.  Blake is now showing the ‘smarts’ of a 
great hockey player with much improved skills and great 
positioning.  I pity the opposition next year.  Well done 
Blake.

Photo by Judy Gauci
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Boys Under 13B White

alex Lynch 
Alex courageously elected at the beginning of the year to 
have a go at goalie.  And to his surprise, and the team’s 
great pleasure, has been an absolute standout goalie for 
the season.
 

scott nelson 
Scott is an exceptional strong performer and should be one 
of our top goal scorers.
 

Keiren ogilvy 
Kieren is the Melville White’s Mr Consistency regular 
performer and tries his hardest to do as the coach says.

Joel scott 
Joel is one of the team’s champion fullbacks - he is 
always dependable in the heat of battle.
 

mark shelton 
Mark started slowly this season but as it’s progressed 
has just got better and better.
 

Quaid smith-Colombini 
Quaid is Mr Versatile. He has been called upon during 
the season to play a  number of positions which he has 
done admirably.
 

sam Walker 
Sam is another of our future champions.  He has kept 
the team’s backline together consistently throughout the 
season where they have seen a lot of action.

Chris Biggins 
Chris would be one of our quiet achievers on the team and 
always tries hard at training.
 

aden Bocking 
Aden, by far, is the quietest player on the team, so quiet in 
fact that he kept it a secret from the coach and team mates 
that he is probably one of the best fallbacks in the grade.
 

adam Hudson 
Adam is another of our team’s quiet achievers.  He lets his 
strong skills speak for themselves every Saturday.
 

aaron Kabay 
Aaron is a regular strong performer and quite often plays 
a number of positions extremely well.
 

Benjamin King 
Benjamin is one of the top players for the side and a 
consistent strong player.
 

Josh Knuiman 
Josh is one of the more consistent players, who always 
manages to score more goals when he listens to his coach 
dad and not the team coach.
 

Harry Love
Harry is one of the team’s late comers, with the additional 
sad restraint of a back injury, he wasn’t able to show us his 
full potential, but what we saw was great.
 

We had a slightly disjointed start to the year, with the coach not stepping in and the full team not being announced until 
the day of the first game, some weeks were lost in getting to know each other.  What has followed since has been a 
season of ongoing team improvement giving us a solid win loss record to date.  
From the coach’s perspective, all players have applied themselves. The group has grown into a terrific team that has 
been a pleasure to coach.
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Girls Under 13B Gold

The team for the 2007 season was a mix of newly promoted U/11s, first year players and a couple of seasoned U/13s. 
Once the season got underway, and players became more accustomed to new positions and roles, they consistently 
improved through the year. All the games were close, and in many cases could have gone either way. Finished the 
later part of the year in a very solid fashion. Well done for a very enjoyable season.

nicola Cook 
Played a majority of the year at fullback where she once 
again demonstrated her ability to read the play and make 
the timely tackles to take the pressure off. Towards the 
end of the season moved to half back and enjoyed the 
challenge up the field. Had more confidence in her skills 
as the season progressed – maybe a forward of the 
future!

Kelly st-Clair 
Moved into a more central position in attack from her 
wing position from previous years. Found her feet 
through a strong work ethic and covered a huge amount 
of ground. Her defensive efforts were great, especially 
when working back deep in defence to assist. Developed 
more confidence in ball skills which enabled her to set up 
numerous attacking moves. 

sarah morrison
Moved to full back this year for team balance and 
became more confident and settled in the position as the 
year progressed. Sarah’s ability to read the play and put 
pressure on the opposition’s forwards up the field with 
strong tackling and marking was a significant part of her 
play. Her improved hitting also assisted in clearing our 
defensive area.

Brittany sims
Developed into a very dependable and attacking right 
half. Took a couple of games to feel her way in this new 
position, but improved every week. We obtained a lot of 
drive down the right from Brittany’s hard work but also a 
lot of defensive work. Was always keen to learn.

 
Bridgid Coghlan
One of the quiet achievers of the team. Rotated between 
either wing where she constantly worked hard to make 
position for attacking moves or to assist the defence 
to relieve pressure. Her back tackling was a major 
improvement to assist the defence.

sabrina Guest
Developed into a very hard working right wing with 
periods at centre forward. Sabrina must have “stay wide” 
ringing in her ears, but she worked hard all year at right 
wing. Although reluctant at first to play at centre forward, 
she settled quickly and gave us great drive. We started to 
see a bit of her pace towards the end of the year.

natalie Hall
One of our first year players. Although daunted initially 
with all the aspects of the game, she worked extremely 
hard and consistently improved throughout the year. 
Played primarily on the wings and was able to provide 
avenues into attack. Those goals on the post aren’t far 
away! 

Georgia rowley
One of our quieter members who also filled a variety 
of roles throughout the year, primarily in the forward 
line. There was never an issue when asked to play in a 
different position and worked hard to perform the allotted 
tasks. Played a lot on the wing, but also performed well in 
the central attacking positions.
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Girls Under 13B Gold (cont)

Laura Haddock
Another one of our first year players. Managed the steep 
learning curve and never appeared to be overwhelmed. 
Tried a few different positions but found her spot at left 
half back. Developed into a very reliable defender with 
her strong tacklng. Hope she enjoyed the year and will 
return for next year.

rhianna Clay
A very consistent year from Rhianna. Has great skill and 
control and was able to initiate attacking moves through 
the centre of the field. Her ability to keep possession of 
the ball in the mid field brought the other players into the 
game. Her work rate was excellent. A bit more confidence 
in the circle will add those goals.

rebecca moore
Rotated between the inside forward and centre forward 
for the majority of the season where her skill and control 
set up numerous attacking moves. Her skill coupled 
with her high work rate resulted in a very good year. 
Was given the opportunity at centre half for the final few 
games and started to settle in well with her reading of the 
play – a future centre half?

Chantal Dietrechsen
Another who played in a number of roles at the start of 
the year but settled down at centre half for a majority of 
the season. Worked hard to learn the position and we 
were able to obtain great drive from her once she settled 
in. Possesses good skills which were tried in a few other 
positions towards the end of the season. A solid and 
consistent year. 

Caitlin sweeting
Another strong and competitive season from Caitlin. 
Played in a number of positions in both defence and 
attack. Read the play well at fullback which lead to her 
numerous strong tackles and clearances. Her strength 
over the ball was a highlight where she was rarely 
dispossessed. Was never panicked in defence.  

Georgia Wade
Georgia was our “utility player” and played in just about 
every position except full back. Has a great attitude and 
was never phased at what position we needed her to 
play. Was keen to understand the role and requirements 
of each of the positions and applied her high work rate to 
each.   

As always, there is a group of people who make for a 
successful season and the team would like to recognise 
them for their efforts.

Bronwen Dietrechsen – Many thanks for your support 
and organisation through the year as manager. No 
hesitation from Bronwen to offer her support at the start 
of the season. Her efforts led to a very smooth and 
enjoyable season. Your efforts were greatly appreciated 
by all.
 
stephanie Dixon – Stephanie volunteered to be our 
umpire for the year. She impressed everyone in her 
professional approach and controlled the games in a 
very unassuming manner. Many thanks from the team 
and parents. 

David odgen – David filled the coaching role 
during training nights where needed. This was much 
appreciated and acknowledged by the girls who 
commented on the tough training sessions.

Parents and supporters – A special thanks from 
the team for your positive and constructive support 
throughout the year. It makes a huge difference and was 
greatly appreciated through all the seasonal elements 
experienced at Fremantle!

Photo courtesy of Guy Hickey
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Boys Under 13C

alex Drane
Alex’s skills as a defender allowed us to play him in both 
fullback and halfback roles. Alex always worked hard at 
training and his reliability made him an asset to the team 
on the field.

Lachlan Dymond
Lachlan’s slick reverse stick skills and his running speed 
made him an ideal left winger. He would often make space 
down the sideline, drawing the opposition out from the circle. 
He plays very effectively in this position often passing the 
ball into the “D”or hovering around the goal post ready to 
tap the ball in.  

aidan Glen
This is Aidan’s second season of hockey but he has had a 
fantastic season. He is constantly followed by the paparazzi 
(his dad Steve always has his camera handy) and has 
developed his skills as a right wing. Aidan is a hard working 
player, who tackles well, and sent some amazing cross-
passes into our attacking goals.

Luke Hobley
Luke is a versatile young player who has generously played 
goal-keeper on numerous occasions as well as half back 
and full back.  He has been brilliant in goals, preventing 
the opponents from scoring against us many times. Luke’s 
preferred position is as a half back, where his tackling has 
become stronger and more effective.

sam Lee
Few work harder than Sam on the field. Although he would 
play wherever I put him, his best asset is his rock solid 
defence as a halfback. His strong run and powerful hit 
also provided good feed to our attack. On occasion, he 
even played a tagging role to take influential players out 
of the game.

ali ammar 
Ali might seem intimidating to the opposition but to us, he 
is a gentle giant. He is probably the hardest hitting fullback 
in the grade, at times easily clearing the ball from one end 
of the field to the other. He is beginning to take control of 
our defensive goals and delegate tasks to team mates. Ali 
continues to improve his positional play.

aiden Bedford
Aidan is a very reliable full back. He is improving his 
positional play and working very well with the other fullback. 
He is following through with his tackles, being determined, 
dispossessing and clearing the ball well.  His greatest 
achievement this year has been developing consistency 
of his skills.  Awesome work!!

shaquille Blackley
Shaquille (Shack) was probably the biggest surprise of 
the season. New to the game, he was unsure if he wanted 
to play. However, after the first week, he never looked 
back. He has had some amazing games where he takes 
on the strongest opponents and dispossesses them. His 
enthusiasm to put on a tackle, or complete a pass, often 
finds him on the ground. He is a courageous player who 
listens to advice and takes it on.

Lucas Dival-Young
This is Lucas’s first season at hockey and he has made a 
great start to his hockey career. Lucas stays low and strong 
over the ball and keeps great control in defence.  Happy 
to play a right half position, he proved to be an integral 
link between defence and attack, covering a large amount 
of territory in doing so. He reads the play well, positions 
himself effectively and then puts on some great tackles. 
Lucas plays a smart game and is cool under pressure. 
Well done Lucas.

For almost all of the boys this was their first year at playing at the U/13 level, and for several it was their first year at 
playing hockey altogether. It took a little while for players to find their niche, but they soon settled into a dependable 
team of players who always supported each other.  As the season progressed, we continued our steady climb up the 
ladder, so that no team could afford to take us lightly. 

The positive feeling surrounding this team was enhanced by the high degree of parental support from half-time good-
ies to sideline cheering. Special mention must go to Lisa Dymond who stepped up as assistant coach. Her assistance 
and advice at training and at games was invaluable. Steve Glen was always there to assist at training and be part 
time paparazzi, capturing some inspiring photos. The success of the team also relies on the immense work behind the 
scenes from our manager Chris Lee and her husband Ian.

It has been great seeing all players developing their individual and team skills throughout the season. They are a great 
bunch of boys and we wish them every success with their hockey in the future.

 Steve Young – coach
 Lisa Dymond – assistant coach
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Boys Under 13C (cont)

Sean Mansfield
In his first year playing hockey, Sean has not only developed 
his skills, but in his halfback role he has become one of 
the most tenacious (there’s that word again) players in the 
team. If not successful in his first tackle, he would continue 
to chase and put pressure on until he got the ball. His ball 
skills improve weekly.  Well done Sean!!

thomas meyer
Thomas can leap entire quarters of the field in a single 
bound. Look up in the sky, it’s a bird, it’s a plane, no 
its super-Thomas.  He is a very fast young player with 
incredible reach, speed and stamina.  He is a brilliant 
half-back, although often assumes the identity of a (mild 
mannered) forward. Thomas has had a fantastic season 
and is a great team player. 

Liam nicolas
Although Liam requested a fullback position, his ability to 
contribute in other positions was invaluable. Liam played 
halfback as well as fullback and he also offered to goalkeep 
on many occasions. His hitting skills improved greatly over 
the season, making him a reliable rotation through many 
areas on the field.

raj sembi
Although Raj is the youngest member of our team, his 
experience and silky skills made him a dangerous forward. 
Raj was either scoring goals or setting others up to score, 
all the time providing on-field (and off-field) talk. As Raj gets 
stronger on the ball, he is going to be a player to watch in 
the future.

matthew Waddington
Matt is a very talented and reliable young player.  He plays a 
great inner or half back as he links well the forward and back 
line. He puts on a great tackle, dispossesses the opposition 
and then distributes the ball very effectively. Together with 
Raj and Brody, Matthew would provide run in attacking 
waves that were always difficult to stop. Matt has had a 
great season and always does what is needed of him. 

Brody Wilkinson
Brody came to us shortly after the season started. He 
quickly showed that his lightning speed (like some of those 
canines in the park) could devastate any defence as he 
became the team’s highest scorer. Brody was tireless in his 
coverage of the field, often assisting back in defence too. 
Next year he moves up to U/15. We wish him well.
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Boys Under 11A

Julian Bocking 
 – goalie and utility forward. For a fearless forward, Julian 
doesn’t do too bad as a goalie! He had some terrific games 
wearing the pads (he didn’t get that from his old man!) and, 
at times, made some remarkable saves. At the other end of 
the field, Julian was a solid attacker of the ball in both the 
inner and wing positions.

Lachlan Burling
 – full back. Lachlan was the surprise of the season. He 
developed into a very capable and effective full back 
who worked well with Ashley. Lachlan also put in a great 
performance as goalie in one match.

Jake Coleman
 – centre half. Mr dependable in the mid-field. Jake has 
played a key role of controlling the mid-field for us over the 
season. His ability to control the ball and distribute it to the 
inners and wings helped maintain our overall play structure. 
Great work Jake.

aidan Faulds
 – centre forward. Aidan has a great ability to read the play 
and more often than not was in the right place at the right 
time. Together with Alex, Aidan was very effective in moving 
the ball into our attacking zone and getting a shot on goal. 
Aidan also put in a stellar performance in one match as 
goalie.

alex Kidd
 – right inner (and every other position on the field on 
occasions!). Alex is like the Duracell rabbit – he just goes 
and goes all day long working up and down the field. This is 
exactly what you need from an inner. Alex did some terrific 
play working the ball out to the right wing and switching 
effectively with Aidan in the centre forward position.

2007 has been a successful season for the Under 11A team. Our first game of the year against WASPs showed signs 
of great promise. Subsequent matches proved this to be the case with convincing wins against YMCC and Whitfords. 
However, as the season progressed, it became clear there would be no easy matches at this level with all teams fairly 
evenly matched. At the time of writing the team is sitting 5th on the ladder but we do have the opportunity to finish in 
the top four.

It has been pleasing to see the boys develop their skills and understanding of the game over the season. Getting boys at 
this level to see the importance of working and combining together is always challenging (I guess that requires listening 
to the coach!!), but this squad has responded well as the season has progressed.

A big thank-you to Graeme and Corelle Coleman for your management and coaching assistance, David Jonas, Steve 
Metcalfe and Les Faulds for umpiring throughout the season, and to all the parents for the fruit roster and putting up 
with me as a coach.

Brad Bocking, coach

ashley ranford
 – full back and goalie. Ashley was our Rock of Gibraltar in 
defence consistently putting in great performances. As a 
full back, Ash often prevented a break away shot on goal 
by the opposition. As goalie, Ash proved he is more than 
a capable keeper.

troy sheldrake
 – wing. Our quiet achiever. Troy developed into an effective 
wing player over the season and understood the need to 
stay wide on the field. Consequently, Troy seemed to have 
an uncanny ability to creep up on opposition players deep 
in the circle and scored some “surprise” goals. Well done 
Troy.

Jake Jonas
 – half back and full back. Jake is one of the best centre 
forwards I’ve seen play a season in the half-back and full 
back lines! Yes, I know he was keen to play on the forward 
line, but Jake is a natural and very effective defender. 
His hitting developed into a formidable weapon and he 
often showed great intelligence at working the ball out 
of defence from the left side of the field. Trust me mate, 
you’re a natural!

Chris Loffell
 – half back. Chris and Jake Coleman worked very effectively 
together on the right side of the field. Chris was always very 
dependable in the right half position and consistently put in 
a high work rate. He also proved to be capable as a centre 
half when called to play in that position. We were very lucky 
to have Chris’ services given his parents near successful 
attempts to abandon him early on in the season!
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andrew metcalfe
 – half back and wing. Andrew was our utility player. 
Sometimes he would line up as a forward and sometimes 
as a half back. In whatever role he was asked to do, Andrew 
always gave 100% and was dedicated to the benefit of the 
team. It was pleasing to see Andrew’s confidence grow over 
the season which showed in him being more assertive in 
defence.

Frank reynolds
 – left inner. Frank made the left inner position his own this 
year and never disappointed himself or his team with his 
work rate. I’m sure many opposition teams would have 
found him very annoying to play against because he would 
never give up attacking and niggling them. In the circle, 
Frank was like a terrier always determined to get the ball. 
Great work Frank.

matthew tate
 – wing and centre forward. Matthew was a particularly 
useful forward, playing both wing positions and the centre 
forward position, often proving to be very dangerous in a 
break away situation. Matthew also proved his worth as 
goalie on several occasions.

Lucas teunissen
 – wing. Our European import direct from Holland! Lucas 
was a welcome and valuable member of the team who did 
some great work on both the left and right wings. He often 
had the potential to be very dangerous in the circle and 
was effective at being unmarked on the goal post. Glad you 
could play with us this year Lucas and all the best back in 
Holland.

Boys Under 11A (cont)
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Girls Under 11A 

What a team!! From the first training session, it was obvious that we had a spirited, enthusiastic, athletic and talented 
group of 12 girls that promised to provide plenty of sparkling hockey moments in the coming season. They trounced 
the opposition teams in the 3 grading games (scoring 22 goals!) setting the benchmark for this grade. Over the season 
they have combined solid defence and brilliant attack to score a further 49 goals, with NONE scored against to date, 
supplying the top 5 goalscorers in this grade. An incredible effort!!

Many thanks to all involved – Jamie Bowyer has been an excellent manager, Deanne Rule has helped in ALL areas, 
Denver and Pat have done most of the umpiring, and finally the proud family members who have supported us every 
week and delighted in watching a top class team perform so well. Melville has such a promising future – here’s hoping 
these girls go all the way to the top!

sue Clark and Wayne Hudson (Coaches)

manon Gebauer 
We persuaded Manon to come and join the girl’s team after 
a couple of seasons with the U/11 boys. What a wonderful 
left winger she turned out to be, playing her position with 
great skill and courage, slamming in goals every week 
from the left post. Manon had an extended holiday early 
in the season, and is still one of the leading scorers in the 
grade.

tayla martin 
Tayla played mainly at center forward and proved to be a 
problem for every opposition team’s defence. She plays 
very low and strong over the ball, and has a natural ability 
to know where she is in relation to the goals, making the 
most of almost every opportunity. Tayla learned to lead well 
in the circle, and found the net on many occasions by being 
prepared for the short ball off the goalie’s pads.

ebony stove  
A wonderful athlete, Ebony used her speed and agility to 
outrun and outsmart her opponents, scoring many field 
goals from right inner. She combined well, particularly with 
Rachel, to produce many excellent passages of play down 
the right. Ebony was a tireless worker all year running 
back quickly to defend when required, often stealing the 
ball back!

india nelson 
India played most of the season at right half back, and sent 
the team into attack time after time with her powerful flat hit. 
For someone so young, she reads the play very well, and 
regularly intercepted opposition balls with her well-timed 
tackles. She scored some lovely goals from short corner 
hits and was able to set the other forwards up with some 
great square passes across the circle.

Grace Bowyer 
Grace was selected by the coaches to take on the role 
of center half back as no-one had played there before. 
This turned out to be an excellent choice! Grace used her 
natural hockey and athletic ability to link the team together, 
and managed to find space in the center, often a very 
difficult task to learn. She also started to pass off early and 
get the ball through to the forwards. Thanks Grace!

alison Watson 
Ali came to 11A’s straight from graduates!! after catching 
the coaches’ attention during pre-season. Not quite the 
youngest, but definitely the daintiest, Ali wasn’t fazed by 
any opposing player, no matter how tall they appeared 
compared to her, and proved to be a very versatile player, 
both on the forward line and at left half back. Her brilliant 
trapping and excellent eye for the ball surprised many of 
her opposing players as she stole the ball away many 
times.

aimee Clark 
Aimee played most of the season as left inner, and used 
her beautiful stickwork and tenacious tackling to supply 
our strikers with many opportunities to score. She was our 
main short corner hitter, scoring some lovely goals from 
the top of the circle, and used her pace to cut in from the 
left and combine so well with her winger.

rachel Harrup 
Rachel has been hampered by knee problems throughout 
the season, but fought through the pain to become the 
best right winger in the competition. She learned how to 
lead into space and cut in at the perfect time, belting many 
balls across the circle to her teammates, or scoring from 
the top of the circle or the right post herself.



86

Kathryn rule 
Kathryn played her heart out every week and her 
determination and persistence were inspirational. She 
generally played at left half back and there was hardly an 
opposing forward that could get past her. Kathryn’s ability 
to attack from the left side and follow her passes, found her 
able to sneak in a number of goals from difficult positions 
in the circle. 

Cara Lawther 
Cara, a very talented member of the defence, played as both 
half back and full back. She has a strong hit, and was able 
to put the team regularly into attack with well placed balls for 
our forwards to run onto. Cara was fearless on the field, but 
always stayed calm when under pressure, and combined 
well with her team mates to work the ball out safely. Famous 
for having her mouthguard outside her mouth!!

ashley mcness 
Last year dubbed ‘Smash’ by her coach, Ash lived up to 
this having a brilliant season as fullback (mainly). With an 
amazing amount of composure (and time, it seemed) Ash 
hit some stunning balls through small gaps and onto the 
stick of a striker on numerous occasions, resulting in many 
successful attacks on goal. She also hit out on most of our 
short corners with accuracy and speed.
Famous for her passion for the Dockers!

Paige Hudson 
I doubt that there are many goalkeepers in any grade that 
have such an excellent record! On many occasions, Paige 
had to be happy just to watch from the back, but when the 
pressure came on, she cleared the ball with precision and 
skill, not allowing any balls over the line! A truly magnificent 
effort. (However, the other 11 goal-hungry girls did give her 
plenty of solid workouts at training)!

Girls Under 11A (cont)



87

Boys Under 11B Gold (Maroon)

aaron musgrave
Another first to hockey.  Aaron has come a long way in 
his first season, he is getting stronger and stronger, he 
also knows the importance of marking his player.   Look 
forward to you participation next year Aaron.

Jonathon thorn
Jono had an excellent season, he has great energy 
and is able to get the ball out of the pack and into some 
space.  A very solid player.  Well done.

Chris miller
First year at hockey and looking like a pro now.  Chris 
has a fantastic hit and is getting better and better at 
getting it out wide to his wings, remember not to crowd 
your teammates too much, but get into space to receive 
their pass.  Have a great season next year.

alex Hackett
Alex was only with us for half the season, but was always 
there to give it a go.  Hope to see you next year Alex.

Callum macpherson
Another of our players that could only make half a 
season, he was shaping up as an awesome fullback.

Bill Golding
Did well in the centre half position this year.  He has 
a good hit and set up some good passages of play by 
distributing to his players on the wings.   One of our 
highest goal scorers this season.  Good luck going into 
the under 13’s, Bill.

Jordan Golding
Jordan really stepped up this year.  He was extremely 
solid in defence whether as a half or full back.  Not too 
many got past him this season, he never gives up on 
chasing the ball.

andrew mcarthur
Andrew kept the team fit with his talking, but showed his 
true ability when playing in the forward line.  Well done.

nicolas Job
A little too defensive on the wing, but looked good as 
inner or half back this year.  Some of your reverse 
stickwork is looking good Nic. Keep up your hockey in 
Brisbane.  All the best.

Ben Waite
Became much feistier towards the end of the season 
and he was certainly very talented in the goals against a 
strong opposition, don’t forget what we were yelling “on 
the post Ben”.

William ross
William had a good season this year and looked mighty 
good as a forward.  Keep it up as you are only going to 
get stronger and stronger over the ball in U13.

James ross
We just could not stop him scoring goals this year, that 
blue stick was everywhere.  A valuable player where ever 
he was placed.  Keep up the hard work and keep scoring 
those goals.

Declan sinnott
Declan had a standout performance on the left wing 
in the later part of the season, he made leads, pushed 
forward and kept running back as hard as he could.

Perry scott
This was his first season of hockey and I think he has 
found his calling.  Perry did not have a bad game all 
season, kept running hard, kept shooting at goal, kept on 
tackling. Keep it up Perry.
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Boys Under 11B Gold (White) 

It might be obvious that all it takes is a number of individuals to make up a team, but it is far from obvious for those 
same individuals to “play together” as a team.  The boys had it real tough in the beginning but turned it around mid-
season and in the process have seen the change they’ve brought about themselves by putting in a lot of hard work 
and practice and have evolved into becoming aligned towards a common goal, working together, in pairs or three’s, 
calling for the ball when they can see their mates getting swamped and moving into a position to assist / receive that 
ball, using their hitting ability to send the ball forward faster than their legs can carry the ball, having an awareness 
and value for maintaining positions on the field, using the wings to work the ball out from the back, pushing it strongly 
up the field, controlling the ball before pushing it on, looking around for players making a run, making those runs, look-
ing for space, defending and scoring goals etc.  It’s been a fantastic season to experience.  Many thanks to ALL the 
cheerleader parents / supporters of the kids and especially to Bruce, David, Stephen and Greg for their much appreci-
ated involvement in coaching, umpiring, and managing the games/practices.

aidan Cowasjee
Aidan has played well throughout the season, starting 
off helping out in the back but then reverted to his 
more natural position as a forward, maintaining good 
positioning.  He’s made some impressive runs with the 
ball along the wings, good at anticipating play and looks 
to pass and moves into space for the return.  Scored a 
few goals as well.  Great work Aidan.

Chris Deacon
Chris has played well throughout the season.  Likes 
to play up front as a forward but always drops back 
and helps out in the middle where his persistence in 
challenging opponents for the ball has really contributed 
to the team’s success.  Making runs, gathering the ball 
under control, looking up then passing, it is coming 
along nicely.  Great stamina.  Nice work Chris.

Ben Walker
Benaldo ...  what a season!  Always in the action ... 
supports the team up front and drops back when the 
pressure is on.  Anticipates play well and makes regular 
interceptions.  Takes on the opposition with stealing runs 
down the wings.  Gets into good positions and scored a 
few goals too.

niall morrow
Niall’s game has improved from strength to strength 
as the season’s gone along.  His natural abilities and 
stamina have carried him forward and allowed his 
hockey skills to develop over time.  Now both aspects are 
working evenly together and his play and contribution on 
the field as a midfield have been invaluable to the team.  
Keep the momentum going, Niall.

nick Dumas
Haven’t you had a good season!!  Ever so keen to 
contribute, and contribute he has.  His skills and 
confidence have both improved in tandem through 
the season and it’s showed on the field.  Tackling, 
pushing the ball out to the wings, being a menace (to 
the opposition!), using his magic legs to race about and 
support his team up front and in defence has been great 
to see.  Nice going Nikki – great effort.

sean robertson
Great improvements from Sean this season.  He gets 
stuck straight into his role of supporting his team.  Some 
vital tackles, and push outs when in trouble.  He’s getting 
the feel for, and reaping the benefits of … “being in the 
right position”.  Sean runs about, keeps up his pace, and 
takes the honour for the loudest ‘calls’ for the ball!!  (ps. 
pass that onto your teammates Sean!).
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James Drane
James played for the team for the first half of the season 
and has since moved on to karate.  During that period, 
the whole team, were experiencing it tough.  Since then 
the team have gelled together and turned things around 
and they are now an evenly strong side in the comp.

elliot Black
Well what to say.... the anchor of the team in defence, 
game in game out.  Runs hard, doesn’t give up, has an 
excellent awareness of when to hold his line or when 
to commit himself to taking on the opposition.  As the 
team has come together in strength, he’s been moving 
around and taking the free hits all around the field and 
even scored a goal.  Listens, absorbs the message and 
applies himself the best he can ... can’t ask for more 
Elliot.

Peter smits
What would we do without you in goal, Peter!  Thanks for 
donning the gear every Saturday.  It’s not easy being in 
goal (as a few of his teammates experienced!) so hats 
off to Peter.  He’s really got better with practice and has 
saved some real good efforts.  As his confidence grows 
as a goalie so does his boldness to come out and narrow 
the angle.  Excellent goal keeping Peter, well done.

Brendan Burke
‘Little Daemon’ is Brendan with his quick legs.  He 
runs about endlessly, chases hard and gets stuck into 
hassling his opponents.  When playing forward, he 
maintains his position up front, being available for the ball 
to be passed his way.  He’s been part of some cracking 
combinations.  Given time on the field his finer hockey 
skills will develop ... he’s only played hockey for just over 
half a season!  A treat to watch.  Way to go, Brendan.

Boys Under 11B Gold (White) (cont)

Jack Calder (JC)
JC’s been fab all season.  He’s supported his team 
throughout in almost every position and runs around 
tirelessly throughout the game.  JC’s got tremendous 
skills with the ball moving forward, knows where the goal 
is and has the natural instinct, and talent, for scoring 
goals, notching up a few this season.  He’s pairing up 
well with his fellow forwards and has been involved in 
some clever combinations.  Nice going JC.

nick ireland
Nick’s done great.  He really works hard and gives his 
best at all times which has got to be good enough (you 
can’t ask for more – applies to someone else as well!).  
As the season has progressed, so has Nick, playing and 
supporting the back and midfield.  Pairing up well with 
Elliot.  Has taken some cracking, penetrating free hits.  
He maintains his position, listens well and applies the 
theory presented i.e when in trouble, hit it out towards 
the wings or into space, away from the danger zone.  
Excellent Nick.

Dylan Jones
Fantastico Dylan.  I feel he’s improved in leaps and 
bounds as he has found a way to release all that 
determination, energy and capability from within.  Plays 
in midfield, he’s there all the time, gives plenty of chase 
and comes back at the player if they do manage to 
get through!  He’s intercepted and foiled a good few 
advances and pushes the ball strongly out to the wings 
and into space.  Ace Dylan.

Lachlan sims
Lachlan joined the team a bit later in the season and has 
since been a valuable player, strengthening the midfield.  
His contributions to the team have grown almost every 
game.  He gets stuck in when defending, covering a lot of 
ground and pushes the ball out to the wings on winning 
the ball.  He’s got good speed about him too together 
with an awareness of maintaining a good position.  Great 
going Lachlan.
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Girls Under 11B Gold (Maroon) 

avril Widger
Watch out when Avril’s around. Very competitive on 
the one on one and hates being beaten. Avril knows 
that controlling the ball is key and understands that 
possession and good disposal are important roles 
particularly in her role as half back where she provided 
greatest strength to the team.  Well done Avril.

Gina Boylan
Oh yes, powerhouse player that was as tough in defence 
as in attack. Most reliable player with a stopping tackle, 
mastered the drag and became our highest goal scorer 
this year even scored 8 goals in one game.  Gina is 
talented in all aspects of the game and it was great to see 
that she developed her game to a new level this year.  
Brilliant.

emma rigelsford
Go get them Emma. Her second year in hockey was a joy 
to watch. Emma played mostly in attack and was always 
hard at the ball keen to push forward when ever possible.  
Emma is cool and calculating and is always calm when 
the game gets tough.  A smart cookie.  Her skills continue 
to develop and as she gets stronger will be a handful for 
opposition defence.

natalie matthews
Natalie is a strong midfield player with good skills and the 
ability to support fast attacking moves by the forwards.   
Her quick short passes are able to open up the game 
when we are under pressure.   Always had a smile and 
enjoyed her game.  Well done Nat!

This year brought outstanding success to the mighty Golden girls who were the leaders of the competition. Combining 
many players from last years U 11 team and new recruits in Natasha, Natalie, Fallon, Avril and Amanda saw the team 
raise the bar and develop a close team spirit that was seen at training and displayed in all their games.  What was 
very pleasing was the array of individual skills that shone through later in the season with team play improving  week 
by week.  They always applied themselves and were willing to learn and develop their game.  The synthetic Turf was 
a new experience and lots of fun and saw the team play some of their best team hockey.  The parents were strong in 
support and often got very excited.  Thank you parents for your weekly support and thank you Miles Rowe for umpiring 
so well when asked.  A big thank you also to Carol Eaton for managing the team again this year.
On the theory that two coaches are better than one, Gareth Widger was head hunted and immediately grabbed the 
opportunity and brought enthusiasm and his many years of playing and coaching experience back to the club.  A big 
thank you Gareth.
Congratulations girls on a great achievement this year, you must be very proud. Well done and see you back next 
year.

Co Coach-  Patrick matthews

arielle rigelsford
Oh yes this little player is not short of “go get them”. 
Like a terrier to the ankle, Arielle has an excellent 
understanding for the game, even if only in her second 
year in hockey. Her good sense of position, ability to 
clean tackle and pass on made her very reliable and 
a perfect choice for a defensive role. Great to see that 
Arielle has introduced the reverse side trap as part of her 
game. Keep an eye on this girl in the next year or so. 

serena matthews
Her years of experience shone through this year as she 
controlled the midfield with her excellent ability to tackle 
opposition players and convert defence to attack. Has an 
array of skills and powerful hit that allowed many attacks 
to result in goals scored. All round tough nut who worked 
overtime and was rarely beaten.

natasha Clay
We know that Tash is small but what a package. She is 
developing her game nicely and it’s a joy to see the way 
she plays her game.  Nice touch player with cute stick 
skills, good poise  that will translate to a dynamic player 
as she grows. Takes her game seriously even when 
confronted by opposition giants from time to time. Go 
Natasha.
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Girls Under 11B Gold (Maroon)  (cont)

amanda mitchell
A strong tackle and a good solid hit allow Amanda to 
play equally well in either attack or defence.  She is 
a dependable member of the team and works hard in 
support when she is not in the action.  A tenacious player 
who obviously enjoys every game.  Thanks Amanda.  

erin King
Erin enjoys the fast attacking moves as a forward. 
She has speed and skills to put most defenders under 
pressure.  Erin developed her ability to move into the 
best position for the next pass during the year.   Good 
work Erin.

Fallon ogilvy
With her skills and determination Fallon proved her value 
in many different positions during the year.  Her capacity 
to read the play and get ready for the next pass gave 
her a real edge over her opponents.  Fallon continues to 
develop every facet of her game.  Excellent effort Fallon!
 

denSFord Civil ContraCting
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rebecca Hall
Rebecca has developed her game throughout the year 
and played a pivotal role in many of our games.  With the 
ability to tackle well, win the ball and give a quick pass 
she is a very versatile player.  Lots of unrewarded, hard 
running to help the team made Rebecca a strong team 
member.  Outstanding effort Rebecca.

nina rowe
Nina is one of our team’s key forwards and was always 
there when there was a chance to score a goal.  Her 
stick-work and speed allows her to take on a defender 
and then make room for a clear shot at goal.  There will 
be lots of goals in the future for Nina.  Congratulations on 
an impressive season Nina.

Kate eaton
Kate is undoubtedly our best right wing. She made the 
position her own this year with her ability to make a 
fast break down the line and then centre the ball for her 
fellow forwards.  Is always ready to do the hard running 
to try to catch the long pass.  Big smiles and lots of effort 
during 2007.  Well played Kate.
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Girls Under 11B Gold (White)

Annie Gleave 
Annie is the lynchpin of the team. She reads the play 
well, is strong on the ball, has a great hit and a great 
work ethic. 

Demy Stroobach 
Demy is our dynamic centre forward. She is quick to 
get to the ball and is able to get round defenders in the 
circle. The instructions in Dutch from Dad on the sideline 
also help to confuse the opposition and most of the other 
parents!

Christina Whiley 
Christina has to be one of the most determined members 
of the team. As right wing she has spent a lot of time this 
year running up and down the pitch not receiving the ball, 
but when she has, she has made it count!

Bridgette Weller-Brown 
Bridgette divides her time between goal keeping duties 
and left wing. Her quiet determination has seen her 
improve greatly over the season. She listens to the coach 
and is one of the few players who actually always stays 
where she is meant to be. Well done. 

Eleanor Wilson 
Eleanor plays left full back for the team. On more than 
one occasion she has been called on to make important 
tackles when faced with numerous attackers bearing 
down on her and our goals. She is strong and unflustered 
when under pressure.

Kimberley Wynhorst 
Kimberley is our goal scorer extraordinaire, having 
scored more than 50% of the teams goals. She has a 
knack of being in the right place at the right time! Her 
stick skills are some of the best in the team and have 
lead to some stunning individual goals. 

The girls have had a great season and have come a long way. Their wins far outweigh their losses and they should 
finish somewhere in the top three in their league. They are enthusiastic, committed and above all recognise that 
they are part of a team and encourage each other all the time. Their commitment to training and turning up on time 
and in the right places for matches (thank you parents) has to be commended.  It has been a pleasure to coach and 
manage you. 

Leila ammar
Leila has stamped her authority on the right back position 
in the team. She is dependable and has made many 
a great tackle and clearance when the team has been 
under a lot of pressure.

Bronwen anderson 
Bronwen is the youngest member of the team but 
probably one of the feistiest. Her strong hit has made her 
invaluable as a left half and a vital member of the short 
corner team. 

tanesha Chellew 
Tanesha is a talented all-rounder. She’s made some 
wonderful match winning saves for us in goal, as well as 
being a great right half when she gets a chance on the 
pitch. She has to get an award for the cheeriest/cheekiest 
team member!

maddy Harwood 
Maddy is one of the quietest members of the squad and 
one of a few players in the team who is not afraid to 
take a ball and run with it herself. She has been a vital 
member of our attacking line-up this year. 

Jessica Hicks & Holly rowley 
Jessica and Holly are our team look-alikes! Maybe the 
manager and coach are getting old but they have both 
been getting them confused all season. They have both 
played important roles in the attacking line-up of the team 
and have had a great season. 

Brittany Lawrence 
Brittany is a versatile player, slotting in to both the 
forward and half back line when needed. She gets the 
award for brightest shoes on the pitch and should be 
nicknamed “little miss red boots”!










